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State seeks $5B yearly for roads
Brown, Democrats pitch
tax, fee increases to fund
repairs for pitted system
By PATRICK MCGREEVY
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Acknowledging the transportation system has been neglected, Gov. Jerry Brown and legislative leaders on Wednesday
announced a proposal to raise
gas taxes and vehicle fees to generate more than $5 billion annually for repairing California’s
crumbling system of streets,
highways and bridges, as well as
to increase mass transit.

It remains uncertain whether
Brown will be able to muster the
two-thirds vote in both houses
of the Legislature needed to approve the new revenue sources,
which include a 12-cent-per-gallon increase in current gas excise taxes on Nov. 1. Future increases would be made by a new
tax calculating methodology and
annual inflation adjustments.
Those changes begin in 2019 and
are fully implemented in 2020.
The package also includes
a new, annual vehicle fee that
would average about $51 based
on the value of the car.
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Cash could help some, but
not all, North Coast projects
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

RICH PEDRONCELLI / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gov. Jerry Brown answers a questions concerning a
plan to raise $52 billion to fix California roads during
a press conference Wednesday in Sacramento.

Revenue from a sweeping transportation bill
announced Wednesday in Sacramento could help
with much-needed repairs for North Coast roads,
but won’t take care of big-ticket projects such as
completing widening of Highway 101 through Petaluma, local transportation officials said.
Sonoma County would receive an estimated
$20.2 million annually over a decade for road repairs under a combination of gas tax increases
and vehicle license fees outlined Wednesday by
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Showing improvement

GUERNEVILLE

500 turn
out for
homeless
hearing
Some residents loudly
oppose shelter by school;
others support solution
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Shaylon Erion and her brother, Cameron, finish their workouts with pull-ups Wednesday at Spring Lake Park in Santa Rosa. Sonoma County
ranked the fifth healthiest in the state in the latest survey conducted by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.

Low unemployment, childhood poverty rates contribute to rise from 6th
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

F

or years, local politicians, county health officials
and health care professionals have been talking
about making Sonoma County the healthiest
county in the state by 2020, a goal that is at the heart
of numerous local health, education and socio-economic initiatives.
In 2011, Sonoma County ranked 12th among 56 California counties surveyed in the first County Health
Rankings by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. It
took three years for the county to break into the top
10, reaching eighth.
Last year, it reached sixth and this year, the county

made it to No. 5. The rapid climb, from 12th to fifth in
just six years, has some local officials confident the
county can hit the No. 1 spot in three years.
Reductions in the number of uninsured residents,
smoking abatement, open space improvements and
numerous options for healthy lifestyles are among
some of the things helping the county maintain
its high ranking, said Sonoma County Supervisor
Shirlee Zane. But a number of metrics continue to
plague Sonoma County, such as alcohol abuse and
cannabis use among youth, she said.
“I think that if we can solve the affordable housing
issue and address substance abuse, we’ll shoot up to
TURN TO HEALTH » PAGE A4

“I think that if we can solve the affordable housing issue
and address substance abuse, we’ll shoot up to No. 1.”
SHIRLEE ZANE, Sonoma County supervisor on the County Health Rankings by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

WHO MADE
THE TOP 10
Here are the top 10
healthiest counties
in California.
1. San Mateo
2. Marin
3. Santa Clara
4. Placer
5. Sonoma
6. Napa
7. Orange
8. Alameda
9. Contra Costa
10. Ventura
Source: County
Health Rankings

Worried, often agitated citizens
turned out by the hundreds in
Guerneville on Wednesday night
to add their voices to an intense
debate that has consumed this
community in recent weeks, as
county officials consider creating
a new homeless shelter and service center at a disputed location
just down the street from the local
school.
Close to 500 people jammed
into the gym at Guerneville
School for the town hall meeting, nearly all agreeing on the
need to do something to mitigate
both concern about those who
are unsheltered and discontent
with individuals who loiter
downtown or turn public spaces
into nuisance dump sites.
But a proposed, still-evolving solution unveiled by public
officials earlier this month involving an available residential
property on Armstrong Woods
Road has provoked a furious
eruption of acrimony that on
Wednesday found expression in
booing, howling and foot stamping as one resident after another
took to the microphone to weigh
in on the proposal.
Citing everything from exposure to public urination and drug
use to potential for violent outbursts and petty crime, opponents
of the proposal said the site at issue, located among rural residential properties within half a mile
of a school, was unacceptable.
“I fear for my children just
because there could be that one
homeless person, just one,” said
Kelsey Miller, who lives across
the street from the prospective
shelter site. “It just takes one
person to scare my child, to ask
the wrong questions, to come
onto our property.”
“These proposed homeless vilTURN TO HOMELESS » PAGE A2
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