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Petaluma couple found dead
CAMPSITE 
SHOOTING 
Details emerge 
of money woes 
and a cancer 
diagnosis in 
Wednesday’s 
shooting deaths 
of elderly couple 
living at a  
campground 
on the Sonoma 
Coast / A3

Petaluma police think two people 
found dead Thursday evening were 
victims of  a murder-suicide, bring-
ing the number of  violent deaths in 
Sonoma County this week to seven, 
including two pedestrians killed by 

vehicles, another apparent mur-
der-suicide near the Russian River 
and a stabbing death in Healdsburg.

Neighbors on Echo Court in Pet-
aluma pointed to a neat, brown-col-
ored house with brick pillars in front 
as the home where police officers re-
sponded Thursday at about 4 p.m., 
after receiving a call from relatives 
who found the bodies inside the 
home, Petaluma Police Sgt. Paul Gil-
man said Friday. Police said the man 
and woman who lived there were 
found with gunshot wounds. 

Patricia and Richard Stewart, 75 

and 76, owned the home and were 
longtime residents, according to 
public records.

Police declined Friday to confirm 
their names. Gilman said it would 
be Tuesday until the Coroner’s Of-
fice, which has a “backlog” of  cas-
es, would be able to make a positive 
identification of  the two bodies. A 
woman reached by telephone Friday 
who said the dead couple were her 
parents declined to comment.

The quiet cul-de-sac on the east 
side of  the city where the tragedy oc-
curred is two blocks from La Tercera 

Elementary School. Police and resi-
dents called the neighborhood a safe 
area.

Neighbor Raymond De Leon, an 
Echo Court resident of  more than 
seven years, said a couple, roughly 
in their 70s, lived in the home where 
the dead man and woman were dis-
covered, and were the sole occu-
pants. De Leon described the two as 
sweet people. 

“I was in the back room (of  the 
house) and my dog started barking 

3rd murder-suicide to take 
place in Sonoma County 
this month, officials say
By ALEXANDRIA BORDAS 
AND NASHELLY CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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KILLER ASTEROID: Fossils  
dug up in North Dakota 
are of the fish that died 
alongside the dinosaurs 
66 million years ago / B1
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A spring day affords premier views from Highway 1 near Coleman Valley Road for motorists and bicyclists alike Friday north of Bodega Bay.  
Organizers for a planned half-marathon along the Sonoma Coast have shut down the race, citing regulatory issues with the county. 

Inaugural race scuttled
SONOMA COAST » Organizers of planned half-marathon in fall 
blame cancellation on regulatory demands made by county

Organizers of  a hotly debated 
half-marathon on the Sonoma 
Coast are withdrawing their bid 

to launch the race this fall because of  a 
series of  regulatory hurdles that they said 
make it impossible to move forward fast 
enough to stage the event in September, as 
originally proposed.

They are still holding onto hope they 
can reach agreement with governing au-
thorities and a restive public for a future 
event that would treat participants to the 
spectacular vistas of  the Sonoma coast-
line, race manager Lacie Flannery said.

But for now, online registration for 
the Sept. 29 half-marathon is being shut 
down and refunds issued amid frustra-
tion over what Flannery contended were 
poorly communicated demands by county 
government for permits. She claimed such 
demands have not been equally applied 
to other events like the Levi’s GranFondo 
bike ride that utilize Highway 1.

“I have experience across the country, 
and I’ve never experienced anything like 
this,” said Flannery, managing partner of  
Napa-based Blistering Pace Race Man-
agement, which works with marathons 
in New York, Chicago and San Francisco, 
among others. 

“It’s tough because we really wanted to 

be part of  something special in our back-
yard, and as a female-owned production 
company we were super excited to bring 
this here. But to spend months and there’s 
no road map for how to get there, and 
we’re no closer than we were in February, 
it’s unfortunate.”

The move comes as marathon 
representatives, led by former Sonoma 
County Supervisor Efren Carrillo, 
confronted several setbacks, including 
confirmation that they’ll be required 
to pursue a time-consuming coastal 
development permit from the county, in 
addition to various other permits from 

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Migrant families held in outdoor pen

EL PASO, Texas — Dark-
ness had fallen, but few in this 
cramped outdoor detention camp 
would sleep.

Most of  the migrants huddled 
in the cold desert air had noth-
ing but thin blankets of  insulated 
plastic to protect them from the 
wind. Rows of  families, including 
small children and babies, lay di-
rectly on the dirt floor. Some had 
been living like this, exposed to 

the elements under an El Paso 
bridge, for four days, held there 
by U.S. border authorities.

The hastily erected holding 
pen, U.S. officials say, is an ex-
treme but necessary response 
to a recent increase in Central 
American families crossing ille-
gally into the country to ask for 
asylum. A Customs and Border 
Protection spokesman Friday 
called the pen a temporary “tran-
sitional shelter” and said it was 
established last month.

Migrant advocates call it the 
latest in a string of  inhumane 
practices targeting asylum- 
seekers. They say that exposing 

GARY CORONADO / LOS ANGELES TIMES

Hundreds of migrants seeking asylum, including children and babies, 
are being held in an outdoor pen set up by the U.S. Border Patrol 
under the Paso Del Norte bridge in El Paso, Texas.

By KATE LINTHICUM
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Babies, children sleeping 
on dirt floor of ‘shelter’ 
built under Texas bridge
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William Barr

Barr to 
release  
report 
in weeks

WASHINGTON — The spe-
cial counsel’s report on the in-
vestigation into Russia’s elec-
tion interference will be made 
public by mid-April, Attorney 
General William Barr told law-
makers Friday, adding that the 
White House would not see the 
document before he sends it to 
Congress.

“Everyone will soon be able to 
read it,” Barr wrote in a letter to 
the chairmen of  the congressio-
nal judiciary committees.

Prosecutors from the office of  
special counsel Robert Mueller 
and other law enforcement offi-
cials are scouring the report for 
sensitive information to black 
out before releasing it, includ-
ing secret grand jury testimony, 
classified materials and infor-
mation about other ongoing fed-
eral investigations, Barr wrote.

He said the report — which 
covers Moscow’s campaign to 
sabotage the 2016 presidential 
race, whether any Trump asso-
ciates conspired and whether 
the president obstructed the 
inquiry — was nearly 400 pag-
es, plus supplements. He said 
he planned to testify on Capitol 
Hill in early May, shortly after 
the report’s release, to discuss it 
with lawmakers.

AG says sensitive data 
in Russia probe needs 
to be blacked out first
By KATIE BENNER
NEW YORK TIMES
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