
CHIEF CANDIDATES 
FIELD QUESTIONS
Finalists for SR police post 
address diversity, protests and 
Roseland annexation Empire
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Comedy Central announces South African comedian will succeed Stewart A2

TAKING OVER
‘DAILY SHOW’

Liam Fitzsimmons was fast 
asleep in his Bennet Valley 
home at 4 a.m. Monday when 
a pickup crashed into his bed-
room, split his bed in half  and 
catapulted him across the room 

and through a closet door. 
The 11-year-old, who was not 

badly injured, remembers wak-
ing up in his closet amid crum-
bled plaster and wood. A few 
feet above his head, bits of  dry-
wall hung from the torso-sized 
hole he had created. 

“It’s a miracle he’s alive,” said 
the boy’s mom, Nicole Marlatt, 
who at the time of  the crash was 
sleeping just feet away. “I woke 
up to this horrible crash; it felt 
like an earthquake. It was terri-
fying.”

Fitzsimmons remembers 
waking up feeling confused and 
disoriented.

“I yelled ‘Mommmm!’” Fitz-
simmons said, lightheartedly 
describing his memory of  the 
crash. “My bed is parallel to 
the wall, so I was amazed when 
I was in the closet and I looked 
up and saw headlights shining 
in my bedroom. My bed was ev-
erywhere.”

By late morning on Monday, 
Santa Rosa police had tracked 

Truck slams into SR boy’s bedroom
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11-year-old thrown across 
room; suspect later arrested 
on drug, hit-and-run charges

CLOSE CALL:  
Liam Fitzsimmons, 
11, above, was 
asleep Monday when 
a truck crashed into 
his bedroom on 
Calaveras Drive in 
Santa Rosa.
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Wendel Nicolaus, owner of Middleridge Vineyards in Hopland, pauses in front of a 423-acre McDowell Valley vineyard east of Hopland 
that a group hopes to buy to build a self-sustaining town. Nicolaus is among Mendocino County residents who oppose the project.

Farmers fight project
Campaign to build self-contained community of 10,000 

on vineyard land near Hopland draws high-profile opposition

LOFTY 
PLANS
Project proposed 
by a New Zealand 
resident would 
create a 
green-minded 
town near Hopland 
with about 10,000 
residents and its 
own infrastructure.
Supporters expect 
to present their 
proposal to voters 
in 2016. 

Driver 
killed 
near 

NSA site

The overnight tryst began 
in Baltimore, with three men, 
two dressed as women. It con-
tinued at a motel on U.S. 1, and 
when one of  the men woke up 
on Monday morning, his two 
cross-dressing companions, and 
his Ford Escape, were gone.

The dark-colored Escape 
was headed south on the Balti-
more-Washington Parkway. Its 
driver, in what authorities be-
lieve could have been a mistake, 
took a restricted exit leading to 
a security post at the sprawling 
campus of  the National Security 
Agency at Fort Meade, Md.

An NSA statement said the 
driver ignored police commands 
to stop and instead accelerat-
ed toward a police vehicle as 
at least one officer opened fire. 
The stolen SUV crashed into 
the cruiser. One man died at the 
scene, and the other was rushed 
to a hospital for treatment. An 
NSA officer also was injured, 
though officials did not say how.

What had first appeared to 
be an attempt to breach secu-
rity at the listening post that 
eavesdrops on communications 
throughout the world now ap-
pears to be a wrong turn by 
two men who police believe had 
robbed their companion of  his 
vehicle and perhaps didn’t stop 
because there were drugs inside.

A spokeswoman for the Bal-
timore office of  the FBI, Amy 
Thoreson, said early in the 
investigation that authorities 
“do not believe (the incident) 
is related to terrorism.” A law 
enforcement official said: “This 
was not a deliberate attempt 
to breach the security of  NSA. 
This was not a planned attack.”

Police have not released 
the identities of  the people in-
volved, or the conditions of  the 
man who survived the incident 
and the injured NSA officer. 
The NSA statement did not say 

When a group of self- 
described “social entre-
preneurs” late last year 

launched a campaign to raise money 
and support for a self-contained, 
green-minded city of  10,000 residents 
on vineyard property in a Mendocino 
County valley several miles east of  
Hopland, local ranchers stayed most-
ly mum on the lofty proposal.

Not anymore. Some of  the coun-
ty’s most established farmers have 
now launched an offensive against 
the so-called MendoVito project, 
claiming that its planned displace-

ment of  423 acres of  farmland would 
set off an irreversible urban devel-
opment in a rural area of  mostly 
vineyards and orchards.

“What we’re opposed to is it’s 
going into the heart of  agricultural 
land,” said Bill Pauli, a fifth-gener-
ation Mendocino County rancher 
who farms over 1,000 acres of  grapes 
and about 100 acres of  pears in the 
Potter and Ukiah valleys.

He’s among more than 45 farmers 
who have signed a letter to the coun-
ty opposing the project.

The letter calls MendoVito “unre-
alistic” and “Utopian” while saying 
it would pose a significant threat for 

Indiana lawmakers seek to ‘clarify’ bill

Republican lawmakers in Indiana 
promised on Monday to amend a re-
ligious liberties bill that critics have 
labeled as anti-gay, bowing to protests 
that have rapidly spread to several 
other states considering similar mea-
sures.

Indiana House Speaker Brian Bos-
ma, Republican, said the legislature 

would act as soon as this week to “clar-
ify” the state’s new Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act, which grants individ-
uals and businesses legal grounds to 
defend themselves against claims of  
discrimination. The fix, Bosma said, 
would make clear that the law does not 
allow people to discriminate against 
gays, as critics contend.

Opponents of  the measure say the 
fix suggested by Bosma and other Re-
publicans is vague and probably in-
sufficient. Meanwhile, criticism of  the 
act, signed into law last week by Re-
publican Gov. Mike Pence, continued 
to mount.

Apple chief  executive Tim Cook 
condemned the law in an op-ed in the 

Washington Post. Virginia Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe, Democrat, wrote a letter 
to the Indianapolis Star inviting busi-
ness leaders troubled by the law to 
move to Virginia. And the rock band 
Wilco canceled a May 7 show in Indi-
anapolis.

The pressure was reverberating in 
other states, where some GOP leaders 
postponed consideration of  their own 
religious freedom laws or disavowed 
them outright.

In Georgia, lawmakers canceled a 
hearing set for Monday morning on 
their version of  the bill. In Arkansas, 
lawmakers debated tweaking legisla-
tion that passed the Senate last week, 
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Two men dressed as women 
reportedly take wrong turn 
in stolen SUV, refuse to stop

By PETER HERMANN 
and SARI HORWITZ
WASHINGTON POST

Firestorm spreads over 
religious freedom legislation 
seen as attack on gay rights

By SANDHYA SOMASHEKHAR 
and MARK BERMAN
WASHINGTON POST
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