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FIVE TO GO FOR RECORD: 
OT win over Jazz moves 
Warriors closer to being 
winningest NBA team / C1

INSIDE

BY THE NUMBERS
Sonoma County ranked fifth in the state in a 
new index of women’s well-being, based on 
measurements in 30 categories. A snapshot 
of some of Sonoma County’s rankings:
5th: Female unemployment rate
13th:  Average annual domestic violence calls 
for assistance, per 100,000 residents
14th: Percentage of school board members 
who are women
16th: Percentage of women living in poverty
19th: Percentage of adult women without 
health insurance
Source: California Budget & Policy Center
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Teacher Devra Newhouse, left, holds up a jar containing a caterpillar for Wyatt Em, left, Miguel Favela, Esmeralda Freedheim, 
Gael Ambriz-Sanchez and Nataly Pablo to see Wednesday at Willow Creek State Preschool in Santa Rosa.

Where women stand
NO. 5 IN STATE » New index ranks Sonoma County near top 
for overall well-being and No. 1 for affordability of child care

Women fare better in Sonoma County 
than in almost any other county 
in California, according to a new 

report that examines the lives of  women 
through a prism of  30 different statistical 
measurements on everything from child care 
costs to crime.

Sonoma County was ranked the fifth-best 
place in California for women’s well-being, 
according to an index developed by the Cali-
fornia Budget & Policy Center, a Sacramento 
nonprofit focused on improving the economic 
and social well-being of  low- and middle- 

income Californians.
The index ranks the state’s 58 counties in 

five different core areas: health, personal 
safety, political empowerment, economic se-
curity, and employment and earnings. Those 
ranks, in turn, are based on measurements of  
women’s well-being in 30 categories.

Sonoma County, for example, was the 
top-ranked county in the cost of  child care, 
as a share of  median income. Single mothers 
spend 44.7 percent of  their income on child 
care, the lowest in the state, according to the 
report.

“Yes, we are first, but it’s still very difficult 

By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Judi Lutsky, a 72-year-old retired 
Rohnert Park teacher, is counting on So-
cial Security to augment her pension as 
a career educator. The federal benefits 
system, she said, is a cornerstone to civil 

society and a key to her own well-being.
“We must keep it,” Lutsky said. “We 

have to do whatever it takes.”
Lutsky, one of  about 40 million retired 

workers who receive $54 billion a month 
in Social Security benefits, was one of  
about 150 people, most of  them middle- 
aged or older, at a town hall meeting 
Wednesday held by three Democratic 
congressmen backing a plan to keep So-
cial Security solvent for the next 75 years.

“Social Security is not an entitlement, 

it’s insurance,” shouted Rep. John B. Lar-
son of  Connecticut, winning applause 
from the audience at the Finley Commu-
nity Center auditorium.

Larson, the guest of  Reps. Mike 
Thompson of  St. Helena and Jared 
Huffman of  San Rafael, attacked those 
who’ve called to privatize Social Security, 
which he hailed as “the most successful, 
efficient program we have” — one that 
safeguarded retirement benefits during 
the recession and the tumble in private 

investments, Larson said, when “your 
401(k) became a 101(k).” 

Thompson offered the audience a 
personal story, recalling that his grand-
mother relied on Social Security to get 
by after she worked two jobs that netted 
her a $531 monthly pension.  The system 
needs to continue “to take care of  every-
one else’s grandmother,” he said.

Huffman said his 86-year-old mother, 

Dems tout Social Security plan in SR
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Thompson, Huffman host 
town hall, back overhaul bill 
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Melting ice sheet could spell disaster by 2100

For half  a century, climate 
scientists have seen the West 
Antarctic ice sheet, a remnant 
of  the last ice age, as a sword of  
Damocles hanging over human 
civilization.

The great ice sheet, larger 
than Mexico, is thought to be 
potentially vulnerable to disin-
tegration from a relatively small 

amount of  global warming, and 
capable of  raising the sea lev-
el by 12 feet or more should it 
break up. But researchers long 
assumed the worst effects would 
take hundreds — if  not thou-
sands — of  years to occur.

Now, new research suggests 
the disaster scenario could play 
out much sooner.

Continued high emissions 

A view from a 
NASA aircraft 
of icebergs 
that have 
broken from 
the calving side 
of Thwaites 
Glacier in  
Antarctica in 
November 
2014. 

JIM YUNGEL / NASA

By JUSTIN GILLIS
NEW YORK TIMES
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Trump 
recants 
abortion   
remarks

Donald Trump said Wednes-
day that women who seek 
abortions should be subject to 
“some form of  punishment” if  
the procedure is banned in the 
United States, further elevating 
Republican concerns that his 
explosive remarks about women 
could doom the party in the fall.

The comment, which Trump 
later recanted, attracted in-
stant, bipartisan criticism — the 
latest in a series of  high-profile 
episodes that have shined a light 
on Trump’s feeble approval rat-
ings among women nationally.

In this case, Trump also ran 
afoul of  conservative doctrine, 
with opponents of  abortion 
rights immediately castigating 
him for suggesting that those 
who receive abortions — and 
not merely those who perform 
them — should be punished if  
the practice is outlawed.

The statement came as 
Trump appeared at a town-hall-

Presidential hopeful’s 
talk of punishing women 
rattles Republicans

By MATT FLEGENHEIMER 
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Donald Trump
GOP presidential candidate


