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Nunes got intel from White House
ETHICAL QUESTIONS » Pair of officials provided reports
that president was swept up in foreign surveillance
By MATTHEW ROSENBERG
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — A pair of White
House officials helped provide Rep.
Devin Nunes, R-Tulare, the chairman of the House Intelligence Committee, with the intelligence reports
that showed that President Donald
Trump and his associates were inci-

dentally swept up in foreign surveillance by American spy agencies.
The revelation on Thursday that
White House officials disclosed the
reports, which Nunes then discussed
with Trump, is likely to fuel criticism
that the intelligence chairman has
been too eager to do the bidding of
the Trump administration while his
committee is supposed to be conducting an independent investigation of

Russia’s meddling in the presidential
election.
It is the latest twist of a bizarre
Washington drama that began after
dark on March 21, when Nunes got a
call from a person he has described
only as a source. The call came as he
was riding across town in an Uber
car, and he quickly diverted to the
White House. The next day, Nunes
gave a hastily arranged news conference before running off to brief
Trump on what he had learned the
night before from — as it turns out —
White House officials.

The chain of events — and who
helped provide the intelligence to
Nunes — was detailed to the New
York Times by four U.S. officials.
Since disclosing the existence
of the intelligence reports, Nunes
has refused to identify his sources,
saying he needed to protect them
so others would feel safe coming
to the committee with sensitive information. In his public comments,
he has described his sources as
whistleblowers trying to expose
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Auditor advises limits

Many
unhappy
despite
repeal
In North Carolina,
new law met with bitter
rebukes on both sides
By RICHARD FAUSSET
NEW YORK TIMES

ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Lights glow at the main entrance to the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office Main Adult Detention Facility on Thursday evening in Santa Rosa.

Report addresses access to undocumented inmates’ information
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

he Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office should
limit federal immigration agents’ access to
information about undocumented inmates
at the jail, the county’s law enforcement auditor
announced Thursday.
Jerry Threet, director of the Independent Office of Law Enforcement Review and Outreach,
said the jail’s current policy of complying with
any request from federal immigration officials
to be alerted before an inmate is released — including cases when a person is let out on bail or
without ever having been charged with a crime
— undermines public safety. The policy, he said,
makes people reluctant to report crimes or cooperate with law enforcement out of fear they may

be deported.
Threet said a person could be detained by immigration agents before the local criminal case
has been adjudicated or when the case was dismissed.
In his first comprehensive review of Sheriff’s
Office policies since the office was formed about
one year ago, Threet recommended the Sheriff’s
Office share information only in certain cases,
such as release dates for people convicted of
serious or violent felony crimes within the past
10 years.
“The recommendation is for the Sheriff’s Office to really make clear what the public safety goal is, the mission in the Sheriff’s Office:
to protect the public safety of everyone in this
TURN TO SHERIFF » PAGE A2
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Threet, the county’s law enforcement
auditor, advised that the Sonoma
County Sheriff’s Office, run by Freitas,
limit the county jail’s cooperation with
federal immigration agents.

ATLANTA — For a year, it
prompted boycotts, demonstrations and economic fallout that
helped dethrone a sitting governor. In the end, in a strange and
profoundly American collision
of polarized politics, big-time
sports, commerce and the culture
wars, North Carolina’s notorious
House Bill 2 was finally laid to
rest Thursday — although many
were left wondering if some
of its negative
effects
might
linger.
Gov. Roy Cooper, a Democrat,
signed legislation repealing
the law after it Roy
was approved Cooper
by the Republican-controlled legislature. House
Bill 2 had restricted the ability
of municipalities to enact anti-discrimination policies and
required transgender people in
government and public buildings
to use the bathroom that corresponded with the gender on their
birth certificate.
In addition to repealing House
Bill 2, the new law gives the General Assembly the sole power
to regulate access to “multiple
occupancy restrooms, showers
or changing facilities.” It also
creates a moratorium on local
nondiscrimination ordinances
through 2020.
The compromise agreement
came amid a looming threat that
the NCAA, which had already relocated a year’s worth of champiTURN TO REPEAL » PAGE A2

Community mourns drowned teen
Sonoma Valley High
School senior died
on trip to Nicaragua
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The apparent drowning of
a Sonoma Valley teen during
a spring break trip to Central
America highlights every parent’s worry of sending a child
abroad in the name of doing
good deeds for others.
Brandon Barmore was on the
final day of his weeklong stint
in Nicaragua on Sunday when

something
went terribly
wrong in a lagoon where the
17-year-old had
been swimming
with friends.
His parents,
Phil and MarBrandon
gee Barmore,
Barmore
told the Sonoma Index-Tribune they are relying on their faith to help them
cope with the devastating loss.
“We have to look for the good
in this even though we are going to miss him terribly,” Phil
Barmore, a United Airlines

pilot, said.
The couple’s middle child,
whom they described as a whirlwind of activity and curiosity,
was a widely known and popular figure at Sonoma Valley
High School, where he captained
the track and speech forensics
teams, and participated in the
Mock Trial team and Model UN
Club.
In February, his peers selected
him “Mr. Dragon” — so-named
for the school’s mascot — after
Barmore gave a rousing performance to show off his school
spirit. He also was nominated as
homecoming king.

“He was involved in so many
things. He knew almost every
student on campus,” Principal
Kathleen Hawing said Thursday
at the Broadway campus.
Off-campus, the aspiring biologist volunteered for the Sonoma Ecology Center and as a
counselor at the Sebastiani Theatre’s summer camps. Friends
said Barmore created a beehive
and studied ways to protect pollinators for his senior project.
“You thought you knew something about a subject, and he
would pull out all these facts,”
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