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FOR SPECIAL-NEEDS PLAYERS: Epic Athlete 
strives to give kids with cognitive and physical 
disabilities a place to build unity with peers / C1
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ARTISAN DISTILLERY GROWING » 
County producer expands in RP 
amid booming spirits industry. E1

PORING OVER RARITIES » Library 
in Healdsburg overflows with 
books for wine enthusiasts.  T1

BUILT BY A MASTER » Santa Rosa’s 
Carruthers uses age-old techniques 
to build stringed instruments. D1

Fires’ toll deeply felt  
across arts community

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Artist Bill Gittins, who lost the majority of his paintings when his studio burned during the Tubbs fire in 2017, works in his new studio Wednesday 
at Fulton Crossing. Only eight of his pieces, which were on exhibit elsewhere the night of the firestorm, were spared.

When wildfires swept through Sonoma 
County in 2017, Jeff Nathanson was 
entering his second month as the new 

executive director of  Sonoma County Museum in 
downtown Santa Rosa. He promptly opened the 
museum to the public for free as a haven from the 
destruction and a break from the public shelters 
housing victims.

“The fires were on a Monday, and by Wednes-
day, we had put the word out that the museum 
was safe,” he said. “We had power. We could offer 
a moment of  tranquil refuge.” 

Even after that terrifying and deadly initial 
week, the fires would burn for another two 
weeks, threatening tens of  thousands of  homes 
across the region. In the months that followed, 
arts venues all over Sonoma County respond-
ed with fire-themed exhibits, concerts, poetry 
recitals and more, not only to raise money for fire 
victims but also to raise the spirits of  the entire 
community. It was a reflection of  the sanctuary 
the arts community provided to a disaster-shak-
en public.

Time after time, the arts sector nationwide 
has played a similar role, stepping up after the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on New York and 
Washington, D.C., and in the aftermath of  Super-

storm Sandy, which affected 24 states in 2012.   
It’s the day after the 9/11 attacks that lingers in 

Kerry McCarthy’s mind as vividly as the infa-
mous day itself.

“In troubled times, people are looking for a 
connection,” said McCarthy, now vice presi-
dent of  the New York Community Trust. “The 
morning of  Sept. 12, people were going out to eat. 
In New York, people generally mind their own 
business, but the weeks following 9/11 brought 
people together.”

The New York Community Trust and other 

Maya Kholsa, Sonoma County’s poet laureate and a filmmaker, is documenting the rapid 
regrowth of Trione-Annadel State Park in Santa Rosa after the Tubbs fire in 2017.

2017 FIRESTORM » PROCESSING A DISASTER

Creative works, relief efforts    
put energy into helping all 
to recover from tragedy
By DAN TAYLOR
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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FOCUS ON ARTS COMMUNITY
North Bay artists and museums 
striving to help everyone reflect on  
and recover from 2017 wildfires / H1

“When you’re dealing with a tragic event, it’s hard to process. 
... The arts give you a sense that you’re not alone.”
DR. STEPHEN SEAGER, Cotati-based emergency psychiatrist at Contra Costa Medical Center in Walnut Creek

Dems quietly rely on wealthy backers

Sen. Cory Booker, D-New Jersey, spun 
through a San Francisco fundraiser host-
ed Friday afternoon by high-tech titans 
and wealthy venture capitalists, includ-
ing investor Ron Conway. That evening, 
in New York, Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, 
D-NewYork, gathered donations in New 

York City at the Upper West Side home of  
Matthew Mallow, a vice chairman of  the 
investment giant BlackRock.

And Sunday night, Sen. Kamala Har-
ris, D-California, is set to mingle with 
Hollywood luminaries at the home of  
the president of  MGM Motion Picture 
Group, Jonathan Glickman.

The race for cash in the 2020 
Democratic presidential primary is 
reaching a frenetic peak this weekend 
with a dozen fundraisers on both coasts, 
as presidential hopefuls rush to vacuum 
up $2,800 checks — the maximum CHARLIE NEIBERGALL / ASSOCIATED PRESS

2020 Democratic candidate Sen. Cory Booker addresses 
residents at a forum March 16 in Ottumwa, Iowa. 

By SHANE GOLDMACHER  
AND JONATHAN MARTIN
NEW YORK TIMES

2020 CAMPAIGN » Hopefuls 
trying to pull off balancing act 
in race for cash from donors 
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US to cut aid 
to 3 nations 
in Central 
America 

MEXICO CITY — President 
Donald Trump plans to slash 
hundreds of  millions of  dollars 
in aid to three Central Ameri-
can countries in retaliation for 
what he called their lack of  help 
in reducing the flow of  migrants 
to the U.S. border.

The move was one of  Trump’s 
harshest yet 
as he escalates 
a confronta-
tion with Mex-
ico and Cen-
tral America 
over a surge in 
irregular mi-
gration, large-
ly involving 
children and families seeking 
asylum.

Trump already has warned 
that he could close the U.S.-
Mexico border — or at least 
large stretches of  it — in the 
coming week unless Mexico 
takes further steps to halt the 
northward flow of  migrants.

The State Department said 
in a statement Saturday that it 

By MARY BETH SHERIDAN 
AND KEVIN SIEFF
WASHINGTON POST
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ANTI-IMMIGRATION MOVE

EMPTY  
SUCCESSES
Pomp appears 
to matter more 
than substance 
in Trump’s 101 
executive orders, 
review finds / B1

Mark Essick 
Sonoma County sheriff

County 
won’t 
release  
records

Sonoma County has declined 
a request to release records 
spelling out investigations into 
misconduct by its sheriff’s dep-
uties before Jan. 1, joining the 
Santa Rosa Police Department 
and numerous other law en-
forcement agencies statewide 
who have opted to withhold old-
er personnel records as court 
fights play out over California’s 
new police transparency law.        

The law was meant to give 
Californians greater insight into 
probes of  police use of  force re-
sulting in death or serious injury, 
any sustained findings that an of-
ficer sexually assaulted a civilian 
or was dishonest in the course of  
duty and other records related to 
personnel investigations.

The Press Democrat request-
ed those records from all law en-
forcement agencies in Sonoma 
County at the beginning of  the 
year, after the new police trans-
parency law, Senate Bill 1421, 
went into effect.

But the County Counsel’s 
Office, in its written response to 
the newspaper, said the Sheriff’s 

Sheriff says misconduct 
reports to stay secret 
until court fight ends
By ANDREW BEALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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