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Outlook brighter for tribal casinos
Report: Gambling sites see
growth for 3rd year; economy
still hindering North Coast
By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEM O C RAT

California Indian casino revenues have continued to improve,
though a new report released
this week shows they have yet to
surpass the record levels before
the recession, suggesting that
the dozen or so North Coast trib-

al casinos continue to operate in
a challenging economy.
The state’s 69 tribal casinos
raked in $7 billion in 2013, up
just a half percent over income
in 2012, according to a report
put out by Casino City, a clearinghouse for publications on the
gambling industry.
“It’s the third straight year of
growth,” said Alan Meister, the
author of the Indian Gaming Industry Report and an economist
with Nathan Associates Inc.
Coming out of the recession,
gains in California in 2011 were

approximately four times as
high, with 2012 growth roughly
twice as high as that in 2013, according to Meister.
“It’s not unlike Indian gaming
nationwide,” he said.
In 2007, California’s Indian casinos collected a record $7.8 billion, according to Meister,
whose company has published
an annual report on the industry for the past 13 years.
The report provides a glimpse
into the often veiled financial
world of tribal gambling in the

Graton Resort
and Casino,
the region’s
largest
gambling
operation,
opened its
doors to
massive
crowds in
2013.
JOHN BURGESS
/ The Press Democrat
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OVER 500,000: Expanding families, influx of new residents helping county grow

Population milestone

Arkansas
religious
freedom
bill OK’d
Lawmakers pass amended
bill similar to Indiana law
criticized as against gays
By CAMPBELL ROBERTSON
and RICHARD PÉREZ-PEÑA
N EW YO R K T I M ES

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat

NEW ARRIVAL: Nurse Rebecca Moore checks in on Regina Vaca and her newborn, Jordan Chase Smith, in a birthing suite Tuesday at Sutter Santa Rosa Regional
Hospital. Census Bureau data shows 5,196 children were born in Sonoma County last year, contributing to the county’s growth in population.
By MARTIN ESPINOZA

S

THE PRESS D E MO C RAT

onoma County surpassed a
half-million residents for the first
time last year, according to new
U.S. Census Bureau data that shows
population growth is accelerating again
after a decade of anemic expansion.
The increase is driven by young families having children and an influx of
new residents, largely from other parts
of the United States, who are being
drawn to the county by its strengthening economy, according to analysts.
Overall, the county’s population
increased by an estimated 4,860 people

last year. The county gained 3,600
more people than it lost to migration,
the Census Bureau estimated, reversing the outflow of people who moved
away from Sonoma County during
the recession. Nearly three-fourths of
the newcomers were from other parts
of the United States; only one in four
were from a foreign country.
Births accounted for the remaining
growth. The Census Bureau reported
5,196 children were born in Sonoma
County last year, more than offsetting
the 4,115 deaths recorded in the county.
“Net migration is starting to pick
TURN TO CENSUS, PAGE A7

POPULATION RECORD FOR COUNTY
The number of
residents in Sonoma
County rose to a
half-million for the
first time, according
to the U.S. Census
Bureau.
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■ 5,196 children
were born in
Sonoma County
in 2014
■ Only one in
four new arrivals
came from a
foreign country
■ Nearly threefourths of the
newcomers were
from other parts of
the United States

‘10

Borrowers on ‘debt strike’ over student loan burden
Refusing to
repay money,
collective meets
Washington
policymakers
seeking relief
and reforms

By KIMBERLY HEFLING
A S S O C I AT E D P RE S S

WASHINGTON — Pamela Hunt
is so overwhelmed by her $56,000 in
student loans for what she considers
a worthless criminal justice master’s
degree that she’s joined others on
a “debt strike” and refusing to pay
back the money.
On Tuesday, she walked out of a

meeting with officials from the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
and the Education Department she
and other former students from
for-profit colleges attended on behalf
of the “Corinthian 100” feeling cautiously optimistic about the burden
being eased.
“I think it can go either way,” said
Hunt, 55, who works in home health

care in Ledyard, Conn. She obtained
her degree online through Everest
College.
The group’s name comes from
troubled Corinthian Colleges, Inc.,
which operated Everest College,
Heald College and WyoTech before
agreeing last summer to sell or close
its 100-plus campuses. About 100 curTURN TO LOANS, PAGE A7

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Despite intensifying criticism from
business leaders both within
and outside Arkansas, the state
Legislature on Tuesday passed
its version of a
measure billed
as a religious
freedom
law,
joining
Indiana in a swirl
of
controversy that shows
little sign of
calming.
The Arkan- Gov. Mike
sas bill, passed Pence
when the Gen- Indiana governor
eral Assembly has defended his
concurred on state’s law and
three amend- the intent behind
ments
from it, saying, “We’ve
the state Sen- got a perception
ate, now goes problem,” not
to the state’s one of substance.
Re publican
governor, Asa Hutchinson, who
expressed reservations about
an earlier bill but more recently
said he would sign the measure
if it “reaches my desk in similar
form as to what has been passed
in 20 other states.” The Arkansas Senate passed the measure
last week.
TURN TO FREEDOM, PAGE A5

INSIDE
GET CRACKING: With Easter
on the horizon, it’s time
to remember how versatile
hard-boiled eggs can be
in spring dishes. / D1
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