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OFF ‘SURVIVOR’ ISLAND: 
Owner of Petaluma’s 
Three Twins Ice Cream  
exits show with injury / A3

INSIDE

SR panel backs ‘limited’ rent control

Rent control in Santa Rosa 
now looks much more likely 
following a key vote Thurs-
day that revealed a majority of  
City Council members appear 
to back the controversial hous-

ing policy.
A three-member subcom-

mittee charged with exploring 
various options to rein in rising 
rents voted 2-1 in favor of  recom-
mending the full council adopt 
a modern form of  rent control 
known as rent stabilization.

As described during the meet-
ing, such a program would es-
tablish an annual cap on how 
much rents of  certain units 
could increase. The panel sup-
ported a “limited” version of  the 
policy, which they said would 

not require an expensive gov-
ernment bureaucracy to man-
age and enforce. 

The recommendation is po-
tentially pivotal because it sig-
nals that at least four of  the sev-
en City Council members are 
now inclined to support a form 
of  rent control in Sonoma Coun-
ty’s largest city.

Council member Chris 
Coursey, seen by many as the 
swing vote on the issue, said 
he’s been struggling with the 
question for a long time, but had 

concluded that rent control is 
necessary to protect the city’s 
dwindling stock of  affordable 
housing. 

“I don’t know that rent sta-
bilization is the solution to the 
problem we have with afford-
able housing right now, but it 
can be part of  a solution and 
needs to be part of  a solution,” 
Coursey said. 

He was joined by Council-
woman Julie Combs, who has 

2-1 committee vote shows 
majority of council likely 
supports housing policy 
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Ulises Torres, 31, of Rohnert Park reacts during a U.S. naturalization ceremony Thursday at the Napa Valley College Performing Arts Center. 
Torres, who immigrated illegally 14 years ago, was cheered on Thursday by his wife and their 5-year-old daughter.

Citizenship attained
21 immigrants — most living in Sonoma County — 
participate in Napa’s first US naturalization ceremony

NAPA

Ulises Torres was 17 when 
he left his family in 
Mexico for a new life in 

the United States, paying $3,500 
for people to drive him across 
the border.

“You get here, and you don’t 
know what to do,” he said, 
describing the experience as a 
bad dream. “You’re with family, 
but not the family you grew up 
with.” 

Fourteen years later, the 
31-year-old Rohnert Park man 
officially became an American 
citizen Thursday at the first 
naturalization ceremony held 
in the city of  Napa. His wife and 

the couple’s 5-year-old daughter 
cheered him on.

“I’m starting another chapter 
in my life,” an emotional Torres 
said, a small American flag 
tucked in the pocket of  his 
black dress shirt.

Torres was among 21 immi-
grants, most of  them resid-
ing in Sonoma County, who 
participated in the ceremony 
at the Napa Valley College 
Performing Arts Center. Hun-
dreds of  family members and 
other well-wishers attended the 
event, which included a local 
high school choir performing 
the national anthem and a 
videotaped greeting from Presi-
dent Barack Obama. Heriberto Herrera of Santa Rosa and his wife, Crystal, register to 

vote while their daughter Jasmine, 15, takes a selfie after a U.S.  
naturalization ceremony Thursday in Napa.

By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Suit over 
alleged 
sex assault 
at Piner

A former Piner High student 
and her mother have sued the 
Santa Rosa City Schools district, 
alleging the girl was sexually 
assaulted on campus during 
school hours by a male class-
mate who previously had been 
the subject of  a sexual harass-
ment report made to school offi-
cials on the girl’s behalf.

The alleged attack, on March 
6, 2015, occurred when the girl, 
then a 14-year-old freshman, 
stepped out of  class to go to the 
bathroom and the older class-
mate followed her, according 
to the lawsuit filed earlier this 
month in federal court.

Before she reached the rest-
room, the girl was pulled into a 
nearby secluded area where the 
male classmate, 17, identified in 
the lawsuit only by the initials 
C.E., assaulted her, said Jeff Her-
man, a Florida attorney repre-
senting the girl. The student then 
forced penetration with his hand.

The girl was listed in the law-
suit as a “Jane Doe” to protect 
her identity as a minor.   

“He overpowered her,” Her-
man said in a phone interview 
Wednesday. “He had her by the 
neck in a chokehold.”

After the assault, Herman 
said, the girl told another student 
what happened to her. Together, 
they reported the incident to 
school officials, he said. Police 
were called on to campus and the 
boy was arrested, Herman said.

“She was scared. She didn’t 
know what to do,” Herman said, 

By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Former student, mom 
claim SR district officials 
failed to protect girl 
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Chris Coursey
Seen as swing 
vote, says rent 
control “needs to 
be a part of the  
solution.” 

Legislators OK minimum wage hike

SACRAMENTO — In a move 
that puts California at the fore-
front of  efforts to raise wages 
for low-income workers across 

the country, state lawmak-
ers approved a sweeping plan 
Thursday to raise the minimum 
wage to $15 an hour over the 
next six years, a move that will 
boost the paychecks of  millions 
of  workers in the state.

The Senate voted 26-12 — with 
loud cheers of  “Si se puede” 
from the gallery above — to 
give final approval and send the 
measure to Gov. Jerry Brown’s 
desk less than one week after 
the legislative compromise was 

reached on the matter. Brown 
will sign the wage hike into law 
in Los Angeles on Monday.

“At its core, this proposal is 
about fairness,” Senate Pres-
ident Pro Tem Kevin de Leon 
said just before the vote. “This is 
historic, and today I am proud to 
be a Californian.”

The plan passed the state As-
sembly earlier in the day 48-26, 
receiving broad support from 
Democratic lawmakers who 
called the compromise effort 

an important step forward for 
California. No Assembly Repub-
licans voted in favor of  the in-
crease. Opponents complained 
it was rushed and did not in-
clude a wide group at the nego-
tiating table.

Just two Assembly Democrats 
voted against the deal: Tom Daly 
and Adam Gray. During what at 
times was an emotional debate, 
opponents advocated for a re-

By LIAM DILLON 
AND PATRICK McGREEVY
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Plan to raise base pay to 
$15 over 6 years awaits 
governor’s signature
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Julie Combs
Has been vocal 
supporter of rent 
control as part of 
broader strategy 
on housing.


