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Biden’s ‘affection’ still an issue

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Stephen Sotomayor, Healdsburg’s new housing administrator, will face many political crosscurrents as he tries to bring fresh energy and results. 
Issues range from how to help renters displaced by gentrification to whether the city should offer designated encampments to the homeless.

Housing is his mission
HEALDSBURG » City enlists former army captain, Iraq War 
veteran to help solve its skyrocketing need for affordable homes

As Stephen Sotomayor races from 
one workday commitment to the 
next, he tries to recall his military 

training, and a mentor’s words about how 
haste and getting caught up in the heat of  
a moment can lead to flawed decisions.

Healdsburg’s new housing administra-
tor traded in his Army uniform more than 
a decade ago for civilian work clothes — a 
light gray suit with a crisp blue, open-col-
lared shirt on a midweek morning last 
week. But the guidance offered years ago 
by a commanding general just before So-
tomayor’s deployment to Iraq with the 1st 
Armored Division remains with  

him today.
“He told his junior officers, ‘Do not rush 

into failure. You’re going to be in a time 
where there’s a lot of  pressure coming 
on you,’ ” Sotomayor said, recalling the 
advice of  Gen. Martin Dempsey, who went 
on to become a four-star general and later 
served four years as chairman of  the Joint 
Chiefs of  Staff under President Obama. 
“You’ve got to filter out the noise and look 
at the heart of  the issue. To take a step 
back and make sure you get there.”

In Iraq, Sotomayor, who left the Army 
as a captain, served a 15-month tour in the 
early days of  Saddam Hussein’s over-
throw. 

Now 40, the Los Angeles County native 
is digging into his demanding job as 

Healdsburg’s housing chief, responsible 
for preserving the Wine Country city’s 
dwindling number of  available affordable 
units and building more for its current 
and future workforce.

Aside from the military, he brings to 
the post past experience in the public and 
private sectors, including housing posi-
tions that took him to Fresno and back to 
Los Angeles, managing larger budgets and 
developing policies around the challenge 
of  homelessness.

His new job is in a much smaller city, in 
a one-man department. But it comes with 
great expectations.

In recent years, skyrocketing rents and 

Former Vice President Joe 
Biden scrambled on Sunday to 
contain a quickly growing crisis 
for his likely presidential bid, 
putting forward several former 
female aides and allies to praise 

his treatment of  women after 
Lucy Flores, a former Neva-
da legislator, accused Biden of  
kissing and touching her.

Biden also issued a sweeping 
statement acknowledging that 
he had shown “expressions of  
affection” to people during his 
years on the campaign trail, but 
said, “not once — never — did I 
believe I acted inappropriately.” 
It was the second damage-con-
trol statement to come from his 
team since Flores made her al-
legation on Friday, and it was 

released minutes before 
she appeared on CNN 
and argued that Biden’s 
behavior with her at a 
2014 campaign event 
was “disqualifying” for 
a presidential candidate.

Yet even as Biden de-
fended himself, and his 
former staff members 
praised his conduct as 
a boss, some of  the former vice 
president’s would-be rivals in 
the 2020 Democratic field and 
some allies said that Flores’ 

claim should be taken 
seriously.

“I have no reason not 
to believe Lucy,” Sen. 
Bernie Sanders of  Ver-
mont said on CBS’ “Face 
the Nation” on Sunday. 
Asked if  the allegation 
should disqualify Biden 
from running for pres-
ident, Sanders said: “I 

think that’s a decision for the 
vice president to make. I’m not 
sure that one incident alone dis-
qualifies anybody.”

Biden’s advisers indicated 
on Sunday that the accusation 
would not dissuade him from 
entering the 2020 campaign, 
which they suggest he still in-
tends to do at the end of  April or 
just after. 

But Flores’ claim, and Biden’s 
attempt to rebut her story with-
out dismissing it — or her — of-
fered a vivid illustration of  the 
#MeToo-era challenges that 
await a 76-year-old political vet-

Ex-VP makes second 
try at response to Flores 
kiss, touch accusation
By SYDNEY EMBER AND 
JONATHAN MARTIN
NEW YORK TIMES
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New Zealand, Australia eye restrictions 
on social media after mass shootings 

What if  livestreaming required a 
government permit, and videos could 
only be broadcast online after a sev-
en-second delay?

What if  Facebook, YouTube and 
Twitter were treated like tradition-
al publishers, expected to vet every 
post, comment and image before they 

reached the public? Or like Boeing or 
Toyota, were held responsible for the 
safety of  their products and the harm 
they cause? Imagine what the inter-
net would look like if  tech executives 
could be jailed for failing to censor 
hate and violence.

These are the kinds of  proposals un-
der discussion in Australia and New 
Zealand as politicians in both nations 
move to address popular outrage over 

the massacre in March of  50 people in 
New Zealand. The gunman, believed 
to be an Australian white nationalist, 
distributed a manifesto online before 
streaming part of  the mass shootings 
on Facebook.

If  the two countries move ahead, it 
could be a watershed moment for the 
era of  global social media. No estab-

MARK TANTRUM / NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, right, 
meets Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison in 
Christchurch, New Zealand on Friday.

By DAMIEN CAVE
NEW YORK TIMES
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Schools 
on alert 
for teen 
suicides 

School counselors across 
Sonoma County are on alert, 
checking in on students and 
watching for red flags following 
the recent apparent suicides of  
two Parkland, Florida teens who 
last year survived the country’s 
deadliest high school shooting.

The teens had attended Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High 
School, where 17 students and 
teachers were killed on Feb. 14, 
2018. Their deaths, a week apart, 
made national headlines, put-
ting a spotlight on the need na-
tionwide for suicide prevention.

Local school district officials 
and counselors say they are 
looking for signs of  depression 
and disengagement among their 
students. 

“We’re always concerned 
about copycat behavior,” said 
Dave Rose, assistant superinten-
dent of  student services at Peta-
luma City Schools. 

The Petaluma district has 
mental health professionals at 
each of  its schools, including 
counselors and licensed mar-
riage and family therapists. The 
district also utilizes the Sonoma 
County school crisis response 
and recovery resource guide, 
which includes a section on sui-
cide intervention, to assess a 
student’s behavior and potential 
threats to their wellbeing.

“We want people to be able 
to turn to a staff member and 
report concerns,” Rose said. “It 
needs to be a partnership be-
tween family, student, support 
services and school.”

Self-harm by survivors 
of school shootings in 
other states raises fears
By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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