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“You can see what’s going on under the water, with the (abalone) population.
But there’s also going to be the human impact of shortening the season.”

Ripples being felt
with abalone limits

OWEN MITCHELL, Cotati diver who typically heads to the coast in early April to look for abalone

Neil Gorsuch

So, who
started
Gorsuch
battle?
SUPREME COURT » GOP,
Dems in back-and-forth
game coming to a head
By MATT FLEGENHEIMER
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — There was
no filibuster for Clarence Thomas, whose Supreme Court confirmation hearings provoked a
national uproar over sex, race
and the behavior of powerful
men.
Antonin Scalia, for a generation the court’s irrepressible
conservative id, earned 98 votes
in the Senate. Ruth Bader Ginsburg, now the patron saint of
liberal jurisprudence, got 96.
But with the Senate careening toward a chamber-rattling
showdown over President Donald Trump’s nominee, Judge
Neil Gorsuch, the body’s long
history of relative collaboration
on
Supreme
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Court matters
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has come to
this: This week,
Clashes among
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ly
qualified,
jeopardy / B1
mild-mannered
nominee who had no major
stumbles in his hearings.
And each party’s justification
can often be summarized with a
schoolyard classic: They started
it.
“I worry for the institution,” said Sen. Susan Collins,
R-Maine, who broke with her
colleagues last year in calling for a hearing and a vote on
Judge Merrick Garland, President Barack Obama’s own
plainly qualified, mild-mannered nominee. “I think, at the
risk of alienating everyone I
have to work with here, that
there’s real shortsightedness on
both parts.”
Leaders of both parties seem
largely resigned to the next
act. With Republicans eager to
vote on Gorsuch’s nomination
this week, he is seen as unlikely to attract the support of at
least eight Democrats, which he
needs to reach the 60 votes necessary to overcome a filibuster.
And the Republican majority,
led by Sen. Mitch McConnell
of Kentucky, has hinted strongly that it intends to change
long-standing rules to elevate
Gorsuch with a simple majority
vote if necessary. Trump has encouraged such a move.
The specter of Garland,
whom Republicans refused to
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SEASON POSTPONED: Diver Matt Mattison of Monte Rio takes in the view from a bluff at Ocean Cove on Saturday. He was one of several volunteers Saturday who
helped the California Fish and Game Commission inform divers along the Sonoma Coast that the start of the abalone season has been postponed.

State’s emergency actions puts damper on season for divers, businesses
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

I

n a normal year, veteran diver Matt
Mattison would likely have started
this weekend clad in neoprene,
plying the waves off the Sonoma Coast,
eager to bag his first red abalone of the
season.
Instead, the Monte Rio resident was
among a group of volunteers who
fanned out Saturday along the North
Coast’s most popular abalone hunting
grounds to head off any divers or rock
pickers who mistakenly turned up and
to inform them the traditional season
start has been delayed.
A jubilant occasion that typically
draws hundreds, perhaps thousands,
of restless abalone hunters to coastal
waters each year, the April 1 opener
is a little like Christmas for those who
pursue the succulent sea snails. It’s a
rite of spring.
But after four decades of time-honored
ritual — cause for reunions of family
and friends on the Sonoma and Mendocino coast every year — the California
Fish and Game Commission has taken
emergency action curtailing this year’s
season, axing both April and November
from the calendar and sharply reducing
the allowable annual catch, from 18 abalone to 12.
It will be the first April since 1921
— a time when the season began in
mid-March — that red abalone cannot
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SHINING SHELL: Diver Owen Mitchell of Cotati displays an abalone shell Friday from a past trip to the coast.
legally be harvested, according to Jerry
Kashiwada, an environmental scientist
with the state Department of Fish and
Wildlife.
The tighter limits will likely deliver a
blow to coastal businesses, particularly
those that cater directly to abalone
fishers and their companions — places
such as campgrounds, dive and tackle
shops, motels and service stations.
TURN TO ABALONE » PAGE A10

2017 RECREATIONAL ABALONE SEASON
■ April and November
now closed to the harvest
of red abalone
■ Season open May 1 to
June 30 and Aug. 1 to Oct. 31
■ Fishing permitted 8 a.m.
to half-hour after sunset
daily
■ Season limit is 12 per

calendar year, reduced from
18 last year
■ Only 9 abalone may be
taken from waters south of
Mendocino County
■ Daily limit is 3 abalone
■ Minimum size is 7 inches or more measured at the
longest shell diameter

Source: California Department of Fish and Wildlife

TURN TO GORSUCH » PAGE A11

While Trump promotes coal,
other nations turn to the sun
By NICK MIROFF
WASHINGTON POST

TAMARA MERINO / FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Ignacio Muñoz, who works at the Cerro Dominador solar plant, checks
the heliostat array surrounding the solar thermal tower. The plant uses
mirrors to concentrate the sun’s rays on a boiler at the top of the tower.
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MARIA ELENA, Chile — On
the solar farms of the Atacama
Desert, the workers dress like
astronauts. They wear bodysuits and wraparound sunglasses, with thick canvas headscarves to shield them from the
radiation.
The sun is so intense and the
air so dry that seemingly nothing survives. Across vast, rocky

wastes blanched of color, there
are no cactuses or other visible
signs of life. It is Mars with better cellphone reception.
It also is the world’s best place
to produce solar energy, with
the most potent sun power on
the planet.
So powerful, in fact, that
something extraordinary happened last year when the Chilean government invited utility
companies to bid on public contracts. Solar producers domi-

HEALDSBURG CITY COUNCIL RACE: In a June

special election with housing as top issue, four
candidates are vying to fill open seat / A3

nated the auction, offering to
supply electricity at about half
the cost of coal-fired plants.
It wasn’t because of a government subsidy for alternative energy. In Chile and a growing list
of nations, the price of solar energy has fallen so much that it
is increasingly beating out conventional sources of power. Industry experts and government
regulators hail this moment as
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