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Community Market board member and marketing coordinator Minkoff Timpe, right, declared herself the official “hugger” on the opening 
morning for the grocery store Monday at The Barlow in Sebastopol. The market has been closed since flooding more than four weeks ago. 

Community Market 
reopens at The Barlow

SEBASTOPOL » FLOOD RECOVERY

Customers line up Monday to resume shopping at complex’s anchor store 

Community Market reopened Mon-
day almost five weeks after flooding 
swamped The Barlow in Sebastopol, 

a promising step toward getting all the 
remaining closed shops up and running 
again at the trendy shopping and restau-
rant district by the end of  the month.

Customers waited in line before the 
doors opened at 10 a.m. at the grocery 
store — a beloved nonprofit highly visible 
along Highway 12. The store anchors 
the 220,000-square-foot complex that has 
become popular for its beer and wine 
producers, and its food scene with eateries 
such as Zazu Kitchen + Farm, The Nectary 
and The Farmer’s Wife.

Shoppers were able to peruse mostly 
packaged foods as workers hurriedly 
stocked the market with fruits, vegetables 
and beer. 

The Victorian Farmstead Meat Co. 
housed inside the store also was open and 
selling fresh meats. 

The deli and taproom should be open 
by the end of  the week. The floodwater 
destroyed about $250,000 worth of  mostly 
perishable foods.

“It’s huge to see us coming back from 
this,” said Kyle Koeppen, an employee who 
was stocking fresh cauliflower. He has 
worked at the store since it opened in 2013. 
“We weren’t sure when we were going to 
reopen. At first, we weren’t sure we were 
going to reopen.”

The reopening follows Pax Wine Cellars 

getting back in business Friday at The 
Barlow, situated along the Laguna de San-
ta Rosa. Other store owners forced to close 
by the atmospheric river that drenched 
Sonoma County in late February continue 
working to resume operations. Some of  
the tenants were overwhelmed by 5 feet 
of  water during the worst flooding in the 
region since 1995.

The owner of  The Barlow, Barney 

Aldridge, said Monday all shops should 
be open by the end of  the month. He 
arranged for outside crews to assist with 
cleanup of  the more than a dozen busi-
nesses still being refurbished. He said the 
Barrio Mexican restaurant and the Crook-
ed Goat Brewing Co. should also reopen 
this week.

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Floodwaters inundate The Barlow in Sebastopol on Feb. 28.

WASHINGTON — A whis-
tleblower working inside the 
White House has told a House 
committee that senior Trump 
administration officials granted 

security clearances to at least 
25 individuals whose applica-
tions had been denied by career 
employees for “disqualifying 
issues” that could put national 
security at risk, the committee’s 
Democratic staff said Monday.

The whistleblower, Tricia 
Newbold, a manager in the 

White House’s Personnel Secu-
rity Office, told the House Over-
sight and Reform Committee in 
a private interview last month 
that the 25 applicants included 
two current senior White House 
officials, in addition to contrac-
tors and other employees work-
ing for the office of  the presi-
dent, the staff said in a memo it 
released publicly.

The memo does not identify 
any of  the 25 people. But one of  

the senior White House officials 
appears to be Jared Kushner, 
the president’s son-in-law and 
senior adviser.

NBC News reported in Jan-
uary that Carl Kline, who until 
recently served as the head of  
the personnel security division 
and was Newbold’s boss, had 
overruled a decision by career 
security officials concerned 

Whistleblower sounds security alarm

By NICHOLAS FANDOS 
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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US SECRETS » Staffer says Trump officials gave at 
least 25 clearances despite ‘disqualifying issues’

Disaster 
aid bill 
stalls in 
Senate 
Democrats say proposal 
doesn’t provide enough 
funds for Puerto Rico
By ANDREW TAYLOR
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Senate 
Democrats on Monday blocked a 
Republican disaster aid bill, say-
ing it doesn’t do enough to help 
hurricane-torn Puerto Rico. 
The move tossed long-sought 
relief  for victims of  hurricanes, 
floods and western wildfires 
into limbo.

The vote escalated a fight be-
tween Democrats and President 
Donald Trump, who opposes 
further rebuilding aid for the 
U.S. island territory, which was 
slammed by back-to-back hurri-
canes in 2017.

The 44-49 vote fell short of  
a majority, much less the 60 
votes required to overcome a 
Democratic filibuster. It sent 
GOP leaders back to the drawing 
board but seemed unlikely to 
kill disaster aid efforts outright, 
since there is much political 
support to send aid to Southern 
farmers, wildfire-ravaged 
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Police 
knew of 
couple’s 
troubles

The Petaluma woman who 
died last week with her husband 
in an apparent murder-suicide 
had called Petaluma police in 
October to report her husband’s 
threats to harm her and himself, 
according to authorities and a 
longtime friend of  the couple.

As a result of  her report, po-
lice said Monday, he was taken 
from the couple’s Echo Court 
home for questioning but not 
arrested. 

A family member and neigh-
bors have confirmed the two 
dead are Patricia Stewart, 75, 
and her husband Richard Stew-
art, 76.

Because of  the sensitive 
nature of  the ongoing murder-
suicide investigation, Petaluma 
Police Sgt. Paul Gilman said 
only that the woman had called 
police six months ago because 
she was concerned about the 
welfare of  her husband, but 
the officer would not provide 
further information about the 
matter. 

Gilman also declined to say 
if  police had removed firearms 
from the home at that time.

“We are not yet in a position 
to disclose potential crimes that 
may have been associated, in-
cluding domestic violence,” Gil-
man said of  the October call.

Authorities were called 
to home months before 
apparent murder-suicide
By ALEXANDRIA BORDAS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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