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State beach fee plan hits obstacle
Coastal Commission urges
to reject proposed charges
at 8 county locations
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Staff members with the California Coastal Commission, in
a strongly worded report, have
urged the agency’s governing

board to deny State Parks’ plans
to expand fee collection on the
Sonoma Coast, arguing that such
fees are unconstitutional and a
barrier to beach access, in particular for low-income residents.
The staff report, which sided overwhelmingly with local
officials and activists who have
opposed the fees, represents the
strongest opinion on the matter
from within the powerful agency

that oversees California’s coast.
The agency’s board has a final
say on whether the fees can be
imposed, though the courts ultimately could be asked to take up
the matter.
The recommendation that they
be rejected escalates a years-long
battle over State Parks’ hotly
disputed proposal and sets the
stage for what could be a decisive
April 13 meeting of the Coastal

FEE LOCATIONS

Commission in Santa Rosa. That
meeting was moved recently to
the Veteran’s Memorial Building
in anticipation of a large crowd.
State Parks is seeking to
charge visitors at eight different
locations on the Sonoma Coast
where currently parking is free.
Four of the parking lots are at
Goat Rock and two are on Bode-

California State Parks is seeking
to charge day-use fees of up to $8
at eight different locations on the
Sonoma Coast. The sites include:
■ Goat Rock
(including East
(North Goat,
Bodega)
South Goat,
■ Shell Beach
Blind Beach and
■ Stump Beach
Arched Rock)
■ Bodega Head
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5TH DISTRICT SUPERVISOR RACE

Field of 5 solidifies for
open seat in June vote
Evans, Hopkins emerge
as front-runners in
matchup with potential
to shift board on issues
By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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An Alaska Airlines jet departs
Seattle-Tacoma International
Airport in Washington.

Alaska
set to buy
Virgin
America
Sonoma County’s main
airline poised to acquire
SF-based carrier for $2B

he race to replace Efren Carrillo on the
Sonoma County Board of Supervisors now
includes five rivals competing in the June
primary for the sprawling 5th District — the
liberal heart of the county, with a growing share
of younger voters and Latino residents.
Two women — Noreen Evans, a former state
legislator and Santa Rosa councilwoman, and
Lynda Hopkins, a political newcomer who has
never held elected office — have emerged as
front-runners in the race. Other candidates include Tim Sergent, a Maria Carrillo High School
teacher and former lobbyist for the California
Teachers Association; Tom Lynch, a county
planning commissioner and fiscal watchdog; and
Marion Chase, a county social services worker.
The contest is seen as the marquee matchup
among local elections this year, with the potential
to determine whether the board swings liberal or
moderate on its toughest votes. The field of five,
finalized right before the March 16 filing deadline,
makes it likely that no one candidate will claim
the simple majority needed to win the seat outright in June. If that scenario holds, the top two
vote-getters will face off in the November election.
An Evans-Hopkins showdown could result
in the first-ever female majority on the Board
of Supervisors. Incumbents Susan Gorin and
Shirlee Zane are running for re-election, with
Zane unopposed.
The 5th District spans a huge territory, stretching from west Santa Rosa, to Bodega Bay and
north to the Mendocino County border. Nearly
three-fourths of the region’s 47,392 registered
voters live in west Santa Rosa and Sebastopol,
where the candidates have been concentrating
their outreach.
The issues shaping the race are wide-ranging,
with housing availability, rising rents and road
upkeep at center stage. Latinos, who make up
25 percent of the county’s population, as well as
younger voters, could be key in deciding who will
replace Carrillo, who in 2008 was the first Latino
elected to countywide office.
“The 5th (District) looks increasingly more Latino, and it’s appearing that 2016 could be the beginning of this new wave of voter turnout in terms
of Latinos and new, younger voters,” said David
McCuan, a Sonoma State University political scientist, who based his analysis on census data.
West county turnout historically has been
made up of older, white voters, McCuan said. Of
the registered voters in the 5th District, nearly
half are between the ages of 50 and 70, according
to county voter data.
But issues brought to the forefront by the
presidential race and looming state ballot initiatives, including a decision on recreational use of
marijuana, could drive new voters to the polls
this year, McCuan said.

By MICHAEL J. DE LA MERCED
AND LESLIE PICKER
NEW YORK TIMES

Virgin America, founded on
the premise of being a cool airline shuttling people from New
York to California in style, is
near a deal to sell itself to a
competitor originally created
to ferry people 330 miles across
Alaska.
Alaska Airlines is poised to
buy Virgin for about $2 billion,
a person briefed on the matter said Saturday, describing a
move that would unite two popular smaller airlines in the latest round of consolidation within the industry.
Should Alaska, which is Sonoma County’s main air carrier,
reach an agreement to acquire
Virgin — details were still being negotiated and could still
fall apart — an announcement
could come as soon as Monday,
said the person, who was not
authorized to speak about the
matter.
A sale of Virgin would be the
latest instance of deal-making
in an industry that has shrunk
drastically over the past decade,
concentrating power in the
hands of a few major airlines.
Virgin, Alaska and JetBlue
TURN TO ALASKA » PAGE A9
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MARCH MADNESS FINALE:

North Carolina Tar Heels
will face Villanova
Wildcats on Monday in the
men’s NCAA final. / C1
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WHERE THE 5TH DISTRICT’S VOTERS ARE
An interactive map shows the number of registered voters
by city and town throughout Sonoma County’s 5th District
online at pressdemocrat.com
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5TH DISTRICT CANDIDATES: Noreen Evans, from top, Lynda Hopkins and Tim Sergent are among
the five contenders for the 5th District Supervisor seat in the June primary.
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