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Pot loss 
may cost 
utilities 
millions

They’re called “superusers” 
within the power industry, those 
electricity customers using as 
much as 200 times the amount 
of  energy in a month than a typ-
ical household. 

Some of  them have big es-
tates, horse stables or electric 
cars. A small number are older 
mobile home parks operating on 
one utility meter. Most are like-
ly growing marijuana indoors, 
local power agency officials said.

Last year, these “superuser” 
customers in Sonoma and Men-
docino counties with monthly 
electric bills as high as $20,000 
started to disappear. 

About 300 homes using the 
most power in the region closed 
their accounts or dramatically 
decreased energy consumption 
in May and June of  2018, ac-
cording to Sonoma Clean Power, 
the area’s green power agency. 
Although small in number, the 
loss of  these major customers 
contributed to an unexpected 
$10 million drop in revenue and 
expenses last year, agency CEO 
Geof  Syphers said. 

After scrambling to figure 
out why these customers were 
disappearing, power agency 
officials determined they cor-
responded with a marked shift 
in where marijuana is and isn’t 
being grown in the region and 
state, he said.

“We suspect, although I can’t 
tell you with utter certainty, 

Electricity ‘superusers’ 
are dwindling; cannabis 
exodus could be factor
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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President 
retreats on 
health care

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump backed off plans 
to introduce a Republican re-
placement for the Affordable 
Care Act after Sen. Mitch Mc-
Connell privately warned him 
that the Senate would not revis-
it health care in a comprehen-
sive way before the November 
 2020 elections.

Reversing himself  in the face 
of Republican consternation, 
Trump said his party would not 
produce a health care plan of its 
own, as he had promised, until af-
ter the elections, meaning he will 
only try to fulfill his first-term 
promise to repeal and replace his 
predecessor’s signature program 
if  he wins a second term.

The president’s abrupt about-
face, announced on Twitter on 
Monday night after talking with 
McConnell, all but ensured that 
health care will take a central 
place in next year’s campaign, 
elevating an issue Democrats 
consider one of their strengths. 
But it may take the legislative 
heat off Republicans exasperated 
by Trump’s unexpected push to 
devise a wholesale replacement 
for President Barack Obama’s 
health law in the coming months.

By ROBERT PEAR  
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Jenner woman was protector of seals

A newborn seal pup rescued from 
the beach last month in view of  
Elinor Twohy’s riverfront home 

in Jenner very well might have caught 
her attention almost any other day in 
the past three decades.

Twohy, 97, was devoted to the harbor 
seal colony at the mouth of  the Russian 
River, maintaining a record of  daily 
observations for almost 30 years and 
laboring for far longer to ensure the ma-

rine mammals were safe and protected 
at their haulout there.

She was instrumental in the campaign 
to ban dogs at Goat Rock State Beach 
after several baby seals were mauled or 
abandoned because of  unleashed pets. 
She also supported creation of  a seal 
watch program through which the rook-
ery is protected. 

Twohy’s run as a guardian of  the 
Jenner coast — a scenic stretch she and 
her late husband, John Twohy, fought to 
protect for more than a half  century — 
came to an end late last month.   

Two days before the newborn seal was 
rescued, on March 22, Elinor Twohy died 
in her sleep at her cottage perched just 

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT, 2016

Elinor Twohy, who took daily counts of the harbor 
seals near the mouth of the Russian River from her 
home in Jenner, died March 22 at the age of 97.

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Environmentalist kept detailed 
records of Pinniped colony, also 
town historian and postmaster
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3 more years proposed 
to set property’s fate

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / PRESS DEMOCRAT

The Sonoma Developmental Center in Glen Ellen on Tuesday. A proposal that could be approved Friday would extend basic post-closure 
operations at the historic center for another three years, giving stakeholders more time to decide the property’s future.

The state has committed to 
spending up to $40 million 
under a new plan that would 

stave off any immediate sale of  the 
Sonoma Developmental Center cam-
pus and extend basic post-closure 
operations at the shuttered facility 
another three years, giving more 
time to Sonoma County and many 
local stakeholders to decide the 
prized property’s future.    

The proposal unveiled Tues-
day was negotiated between two 
state agencies that oversee the 128- 
year-old Sonoma Valley campus and 
a coalition that includes three state 
lawmakers from the region. 

The plan, which could be approved 
Friday in a special public meeting of  
the Sonoma County Board of  Super-
visors, would keep the state in charge 
of  security, landscaping and fire pre-
vention activities on the 880-acre El-
dridge property in the interim and 
put the county in the driver seat over 
planning for future development or 
sale options.

“It’s a good day,” said state Sen. 
Mike McGuire, D-Healdsburg, one 

of  the three legislators closely in-
volved in the negotiations and public 
debate over the center’s future. “De-
velopmental centers that have gone 
through a typical (state) process are 
vulnerable to the highest bidder. The 

process that will instead be launched 
in the coming weeks will be focused 
on community input and having all 
voices at the head of  the table.”

GLEN ELLEN » SONOMA DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER

Agencies submit new $40 million plan to save historic campus
By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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A building, long abandoned, at the Sonoma Developmental Center in Glen Ellen on 
Tuesday. Public officials have unveiled a new plan for the historic campus.


