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NEW WATER LIMITS 
POSSIBLE: For the first 
time, the state may place 
restrictions on holders 
of pre-1914 water rights / A4

PILOT KILLED 
IN PLANE CRASH
Ultralight ends up in Petaluma field Empire

CASA COMES 
ROARING BACK
Gauchos erase early deficit with 
6 runs in 3rd inning, go on to 
beat Montgomery,15-6 Sports

More options for county’s sex offenders

A state Supreme Court ruling 
could loosen residency restric-
tions among some of Sonoma 
County’s nearly 600 registered sex 
offenders, many of whom have 
been driven to homelessness.

The court last month ruled it 
was unconstitutional to require 

a group of  parolees in San Di-
ego County to reside at least 
2,000 feet from schools or parks 
as called for under Jessica’s 
Law, approved overwhelmingly 
by state voters in 2006. 

Justices found the restric-
tion effectively banned newly 
released sex offenders from 
97 percent of  the available rent-
al housing, forcing them onto 
the streets and depriving them 
of  social services given to other 
parolees. 

Also, it said the restrictions 
hampered efforts to monitor sex 
offenders, creating a public safe-

ty risk.
The state Attorney General’s 

Office has since weighed in on 
the ruling and found it applies to 
all 58 counties. Now, prison offi-
cials say they will no longer en-
force the restriction on low-level 
sex offenders whose crimes don’t 
involve children.

The decision is welcomed by 
advocates in Sonoma County, 
where a portion of sex offenders 
have been unable to find housing 
far enough away from schools 
and parks. They bed down under 
freeway crossings, along river-
banks and in doorways.

“Their lives spin out of  con-
trol because they have nowhere 
to live,” said Kathleen Pozzi, the 
county’s public defender, whose 
office assists sex offenders re-
leased from prison.

Many go on to violate parole 
because they cannot comply 
with requirements to wear elec-
tronic monitoring devices with-
out a source of  electricity, said 
Steve Fabian, a deputy public 
defender working with sex of-
fenders.

He said about 90 percent of  
the parolees become homeless. 
He hoped the court’s ruling 

would reverse the trend.
“It’s a wonderful thing,” Fabi-

an said. “We need to give these 
people structure, It’s in the pub-
lic’s interest.”

Meanwhile, the authors of  
Jessica’s Law — known official-
ly as Proposition 83 — criticized 
the Department of  Corrections 
and Rehabilitation decision to 
“stop enforcing the people’s 
will.” The ballot measure in-
creasing penalties for sex of-
fenders passed with 70 percent 
of  the vote.

George Runner, a former Re-

Officials say residency rule 
change may get parolees off 
streets, improve supervision

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO OFFENDERS, PAGE A7

Photos by CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / The Press Democrat 

THE PAYOFF: Keith Blackwood, left, and Jon Niebling, both of Napa, tag their abalone after returning to shore in Timber Cove on Friday.  Abalone season opened 
Wednesday, and two days of strong winds eased just in time for divers heading to the Sonoma Coast on the weekend.

The allure of abalone
“I would dive for them even if you couldn’t eat them.”

JON NIEBLING, a Napa financial adviser who dove Friday at Timber Cove

TIMBER COVE

Sean Park didn’t hesitate 
Friday when asked to rate 
his experience after braving 

the first leg of  a 20-hour round 
trip from Southern California for 
a chance at a single hour in the 
ocean in pursuit of  red abalone.

“Ten out of  10,” Park, 44, said 
definitively as he came ashore 
Friday with three freshly picked 
shellfish, then shambled in his 
wet suit back toward camp and 
the return journey to Los Angeles.

Like some kind of  siren song, 
the opening days of  abalone 
season hold a nearly irresistible 

allure to those for whom full 
immersion in the surf  — with a 
snorkel, mask, fins and pry bar — 
is an exhilarating mark of  being 
alive.

Tom Stone, a diver for four de-
cades and owner of  Sonoma Coast 
Divers in Rohnert Park, says each 
new season marks “the end of  the 
dark period.”

Fortunately, for those who 
could hardly wait to get started, 
two days of  fierce winds gave way 
Friday, providing calmer seas in 
protected inlets like the Timber 
Cove Boat Landing. 

“I would dive for them even 
if  you couldn’t eat them,” Napa 
financial adviser Jon Niebling 

Divers return to Sonoma Coast to follow quest for prized mollusk
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SF Police Chief  Greg Suhr

SF chief: 
Fire cops  
over racist 

texting

San Francisco Police Chief  
Greg Suhr called Friday for sev-
en more officers who allegedly 
exchanged racist and homopho-
bic text messages to be fired.

“The officers responsible for 
the reprehensible texts should 
be separated from the SFPD 
as soon as practical,” Suhr 
said in a statement. “The fine, 
right-minded men and women 
of  the SFPD that are of  the im-
peccable character required of  a 
… police officer expect no less.”

Suhr’s recommendation fol-
lowed a revelation that at least 
14 officers and department em-
ployees had been messaging 
each other with racist and ho-
mophobic comments and jokes 
about citizens and co-workers.

The texts were exposed in a 
court filing during the trial of for-
mer SFPD Officer Ian Furminger, 
who was convicted and sentenced 
to 41 months in prison for corrup-
tion pending an appeal.

The seven officers have been 
suspended and an eighth al-
ready has resigned. The group 
exchanged messages “of such ex-
treme bias” that they can no lon-
ger serve, Suhr concluded. Their 
cases have been forwarded to the 
police commission with the rec-
ommendation they be fired.

Two other officers exchanged 

Suhr says 7 officers linked 
to ‘reprehensible’ messages  

no longer fit to serve

By JOSEPH SERNA
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Man lost at sea for 66 days recounts ordeal

Louis Jordan had already been 
mourned by some.

Two months after he disappeared 
on a fishing trip off the coast of  
South Carolina, several memorials 
had been held in his name.

His family had resolved not to 
think the unthinkable until he had 
been gone for at least four months, 

but even they had begun to frame 
photos of  Louis and his boat, hang-
ing them on a wall in his mother’s 
North Carolina home.

Maybe he would turn up, they 
thought as the weeks wore on, may-
be they should wait at least until 
Easter. His sister was heading to 
North Carolina from Texas to spend 
what they expected would be a som-
ber holiday with the family.

In the early morning hours of  
Good Friday, though, their prayers 
were answered: Their son, weath-
er-worn and 50 pounds thinner, 

IS IT LEGAL?: Diver Konrad Koessel of El Cerrito measures one of 
the three red abalone he took in Timber Cove on Friday. Abalone 
must be a minimum of 7 inches in length to be legally caught.
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S. Carolina resident rationed 
water, ate raw fish, read Bible

By CHRISTINE MAI-DUC
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Louis Jordan is 
escorted from 
a Coast Guard 
helicopter 
Thursday in 
Norfolk, Va., 
after he was 
rescued from 
his crippled 
boat off the 
North Carolina 
coast.

STEVE EARLEY  / Virginian-Pilot


