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Crisis looms on Gorsuch vote
Senate’s GOP leadership
vows to scrap 60-vote
rule to get confirmation
By MICHAEL DOYLE
MCCLATCHY NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The Senate
Judiciary Committee on Monday approved the nomination
of Judge Neil Gorsuch to the
Supreme Court, setting up a
filibuster showdown with Democrats that’s likely to end with
a rules change so explosive it’s
been dubbed the “nuclear op-

Trump
backer
brokered
meeting

tion.”
On an 11-9 party-line vote,
the Republican-controlled Judiciary panel acted to move Gorsuch’s nomination to the Senate
floor. There, Democrats have
pledged a filibuster that Republicans, in turn, have promised to
end by eliminating the rule that
requires 60 votes to end debate
on a Supreme Court nomination.
“We’re headed toward a world
where you don’t need one person from the other side to pick
a judge,” said Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-South Carolina.

While the rule change would
leave in place the power of senators to filibuster on other matters, some lawmakers worry
that in the current toxic political climate it might be only a
matter of time before someone
will seek to change that, as well.
“I think it’s obvious that the
Senate is not a healthy institution,” said Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Nebraska.
The vote on Gorsuch’s confirmation to the seat left vacant by
the February 2016 death of JusTURN TO GORSUCH » PAGE A2
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HIGH COST OF LIVING » New survey shows nearly half of Bay Area’s
millennials are considering leaving the region because they can’t afford it

Overseas talks sought
secret communications
channel with Putin
By ADAM ENTOUS
AND GREG MILLER
WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — The United Arab Emirates arranged a
secret meeting in January between Blackwater founder Erik
Prince and a Russian close to
President Vladimir Putin as
part of an apparent
effort
to establish a
back-channel
line of communication
between Moscow and President-elect
Donald Trump,
Erik
according
to
Prince
U.S., European
and Arab officials.
The meeting took place
around Jan. 11 — nine days before Trump’s inauguration — in
the Seychelles islands in the Indian Ocean, officials said.
Though the full agenda remains unclear, the UAE agreed
to broker the meeting in part to
explore whether Russia could be
persuaded to curtail its relationship with Iran, including in Syria, a Trump administration objective that would likely require
major concessions to Moscow
on U.S. sanctions.
Though Prince had no formal
role with the Trump campaign
or transition team, he presented himself as an unofficial envoy for Trump to high-ranking
Emiratis involved in setting up
his meeting with the Putin confidant, according to the officials,
who did not identify the Russian.
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Sonoma County Transit bus driver Dan Norton, right, gives transfer directions to rider Gene Porter in Santa Rosa on Monday. Norton, 27, is contemplating moving to Oregon with his mother, fiancee, and two children, because of the high cost of living in Sonoma County.

A generation priced out
By NICK RAHAIM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

F

or decades the San Francisco Bay
Area has drawn young people from
around the world to its mix of
industry, culture and environment. Now
almost half of the region’s millennials,
the generation aged 18-39, are considering
leaving because of the high cost of living
and traffic, according to a new poll.
Forty percent of all Bay Area adults
— and 46 percent of millennials — are
considering relocating to more affordable
regions in the next few years, according to
a survey by the Bay Area Council, a busi-

ness-sponsored advocacy organization.
Uncertainty about the future has eroded
economic confidence. The Bay Area
Council study found that only 42 percent
of people think the economy is “headed in
the right direction” today, as opposed to
57 percent in 2014.
This sentiment rings true for 27-year-old
Dan Norton, who earns around $50,000 a
year ferrying passengers from Sebastopol
and Santa Rosa for Sonoma County Transit’s route 22 bus line. Norton, a Rohnert
Park resident, likes his job but finds
housing costs in the county prohibitively
expensive for his family.
He’s considering taking his two young

children, fiancee and mother with him
to Oregon, where he believes rents and
property values are more in line with what
people earn.
“Things are just a little wacky here
right now,” said Norton, who pays $1,725
a month for a “not so nice” two-bedroom
apartment.
While some are contemplating leaving an area that saw average rent prices
increase by 7.6 percent from 2015 to 2016,
according to Novato-based analytics firm
Real Answers, others have already left.
In the summer of 2016, Kristy Lindley
TURN TO MILLENNIALS » PAGE A2
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Can Oakmont learn to play nice?
Bitterly contested board
election could settle fate
of construction project
By CHRIS SMITH
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Monday was a head-snapper
of a day in the battle over pickleball that has neighbors in the
well-kept retirement enclave of
Oakmont volleying accusations
and nasty put-downs.
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Today could be even more
dramatic.
Monday was the final day
of voting in an uncommonly pitched election to decide
whether the seven-member
board that governs the Oakmont homeowners’ association
will be ruled by a majority supportive of building pickleball
courts adjacent to the central
pool and gathering place, or by
a majority determined to scrub
the project.
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Ballot counting will begin
this morning with results announced in the afternoon.
Also Monday, earth-movers
arrived at the community center on Oakmont Drive and a
work crew broke ground on a
project to build four long-approved but bitterly contested
pickleball courts. Construction
began over the objections of opponents, who’d asked leaders of
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Oakmont residents use the east recreation area tennis courts to play
pickleball in Oakmont. A plan to build new courts divides the community.

ATTACK IN RUSSIA: Bomb explodes inside St.
Petersburg subway, killing 11 and injuring
dozens ahead of Putin visit / A6

SANTA ROSA
High 74, Low 44
THE WEATHER, B12

©2017
The Press
Democrat

