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PG&E NAMES NEW CEO: Utility selects former 
head of Tennessee power provider as well as 
new board members amid bankruptcy / B1
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NEW FIRE AGENCY MAKING ITS DEBUT »  
Sonoma County Fire District will span 
from Windsor to Napa County line.   A3

WINDSOR SWITCHES ELECTION STYLE »  
Council OKs 4 new electoral districts 
while keeping at-large vote for mayor. A3

HIGH SCHOOL 
TRACK TRI MEET »  
Girls, boys squads 
from Santa Rosa, 
Maria Carrillo and  
Montgomery do 
battle in rain. C1

Barr’s 
inquiry 
report 
doubted

WASHINGTON — Some of  
Robert Mueller’s investigators 
have told associates that Attor-
ney General William Barr failed 
to adequately portray the find-
ings of  their inquiry and that 
they were more troubling for 
President Donald Trump than 
Barr indicated, according to 
government officials and others 
familiar with their simmering 
frustrations.

At stake in the dispute — the 
first evidence of  tension between 
Barr and the special counsel’s 
office — is who shapes the pub-
lic’s initial understanding of  one 
of  the most consequential gov-
ernment investigations in Amer-
ican history. Some members of  
Mueller’s team are concerned 
that, because Barr created the 
first narrative of  the special 
counsel’s findings, Americans’ 
views will have hardened before 
the investigation’s conclusions 
become public.

Barr has said he would move 
quickly to release the nearly 
400-page report but needed time 

RUSSIA PROBE » Some 
on Mueller’s team point 
to more damaging details
By NICHOLAS FANDOS 
AND MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT
NEW YORK TIMES
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William Barr

Hearing seeks answers in Hart deaths

WILLITS — The two mothers 
killed on the northern Mendoci-
no Coast last year in a car crash 
that also took the lives of  their six 
children both were intoxicated — 
the driver legally drunk and her 
wife in the passenger seat with 
an excessive level of  an antihista-
mine in her system, a doctor who 
performed their autopsies told a 
jury Wednesday.

Jennifer Hart, the driver of  
the GMC Yukon that careened 
over the side of  a 100-foot cliff 
near Westport a year ago, had 
a blood-alcohol level of  0.10%, 
said Dr. Greg. B. Pizarro, a fo-
rensic pathologist.

Sarah Hart, the passenger, 
had in her blood stream “a toxic 
level” of  diphenhydramine — 
the active ingredient in the an-
tihistamine Benadryl — which 
also acts as a sedative and is 
sometimes used to induce sleep, 
Pizarro testified.

The same was true of  at least 
three of  their children — Markis, 

TRISTAN FORTSCH, 2016

The Hart family of Woodland, Washington, died on the Mendocino Coun-
ty coast after their SUV was driven off a cliff. Authorities said the deadly 
wreck may have been intentional.

Gallo to pay $1.7B for 
Clos du Bois, others

CONSTELLATION, 
GALLO DEAL
The terms of the planned 
Constellation Brands-E.& 
J. Gallo wine deal, 
expected to be finalized 
in early 2020, include:

 ■Gallo paying $1.7 billion 
for 30 Constellation wine 
and spirits brands priced 
at or less than $11 a bottle

 ■ Local brands Clos 
du Bois, Mark West, 
Ravenswood, Blackstone, 
Milestone, Franciscan 
Estate

$179.69
Constellation’s stock 
price, which closed up 
$2.98 Wednesday
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Constellation Brands is selling Clos du Bois winery, which has its tasting room in Geyserville, and other wine brands to E. & J. Gallo in a $1.7 billion 
deal. Constellation is in the process of offloading its holdings of wines priced at or less than $11 a bottle, while Gallo has focused on diversifying.

In one of  the biggest wine in-
dustry acquisitions in U.S. 
history, Constellation Brands 

Inc. announced a $1.7  billion deal 
Wednesday to sell more than 
 30 low-price wine and spirits brands 
along with six wineries to E. & J. 
Gallo Winery, including the Clos du 
Bois winery in Geyserville and nota-
ble brands with local ties Mark West 
and Ravenswood.

The deal comes as Constellation 
Brands sheds its portfolio of  wines 
priced at or less than $11 a bottle to 
focus on premium wines and spir-
its, beer and cannabis. Meanwhile, 
Modesto-based Gallo, already the 
nation’s largest wine company, con-
centrates on growing and diversi-
fying its portfolio amid a slowdown 
in the $70.5  billion wine market. 
The transaction, which is subject to 
regulatory approval, should be com-
pleted early in 2020.

Constellation, a publicly traded 
company based in Victor, New York, 
had signaled for months that it was 
looking to offload underperform-
ing brands since they are a drag on 
its bottom line compared to other 
businesses, most notably the strong 
growth of  its U.S. distribution of  
Corona and Modelo beers. Its stock 
closed Wednesday at $179.69 a share 
on the New York Stock Exchange, 
up $2.98.

“One of  the hallmarks of  our suc-
cess over the years has been our 
ability to evolve and stay on the 
forefront of  emerging consumer 
trends,” Bill Newlands, CEO of  Con-
stellation Brands, said in statement. 
“This decision will help enhance 
organizational focus on a more pre-
mium set of  wine and spirits brands 
that better position our company to 
drive accelerated growth and share-
holder value.”

Recently, Constellation ventured E. & J. Gallo is acquiring Clos du 
Bois winery in Geyserville from 
Constellation Brands.

CONSTELLATION BRANDS » REDUCING ITS PORTFOLIO

Wine giants’ deal includes over 30 low-price wine, spirits brands 
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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MENDOCINO COAST » 
Doctor says driver, wife 
intoxicated in 2018 wreck
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Sheriff set 
to release 
records

The Sonoma County Sheriff’s 
Office said Wednesday that with-
in a week it will begin releasing 
police records it had previously 
withheld, following an appeals 
court decision last week on the 
issue and a legal threat to the 
county Tuesday.

California news organiza-
tions, including The Press Dem-
ocrat, had requested the records 
under a new state law known as 
Senate Bill 1421. The law opens 
to the public certain types of  law 
enforcement records that used 
to be private. 

The law provides for the re-
lease of  police disciplinary re-
cords in cases when an internal 
investigation found an officer 
lied or had committed sexual 
assault against a member of  the 
public. It also provides for the 
release of  all internal investi-
gative files into cases of  serious 
uses of  force by officers, includ-
ing police shootings. 

“I was waiting for the courts 
to make a decision and now that 
the court has made this decision, 
we are going to begin releasing 

By ANDREW BEALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SENATE BILL 1421


