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NEW PUSH ON HEALTH 
CARE: GOP seeks to revive 
bill with state exemptions, 
higher costs for people with 
pre-existing conditions / B1
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MUTTOPIA OPENS » Nonprofit 
shelter in SR helps abandoned 
dogs find forever homes.  A3
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Biographer compiles recipes 
that reflect food maverick.  D1

WARRIORS READY » Golden 
State looking set for playoffs 
as win streak hits 12.  C1

BEIRUT — One of  the worst chemi-
cal bombings in Syria turned a north-
ern rebel-held area into a toxic kill 
zone on Tuesday, inciting internation-
al outrage over the ever-increasing 
government impunity shown in the 
country’s six-year war.

Western leaders including President 

Donald Trump blamed the Syrian gov-
ernment of  President Bashar Assad 
and called on its patrons, Russia and 
Iran, to prevent a recurrence of  what 
many described as a war crime.

Dozens of  people, including children, 
died — some writhing, choking, gasp-
ing or foaming at the mouth — after 
breathing in poison that possibly con-
tained a nerve agent or other banned 
chemicals, according to witnesses, doc-
tors and rescue workers. They said the 
toxins spread after warplanes dropped 
bombs in the early morning hours. 
Some rescue workers grew ill and col-
lapsed from proximity to the dead.

The opposition-run Health De-

partment in Idlib 
province, where the 
attack took place, 
said 69 people had 
died, providing a list 
of  their names. The 
dead were still being 
identified, and some 

humanitarian groups said as many as 
100 had died.

The government of  Assad, who re-
nounced chemical weapons nearly 
five years ago after a large chemical 
attack that U.S. intelligence agencies 
concluded was carried out by his forc-
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Moises Perez waits to get measurements for siding Tuesday at apartments under constructed by Jeff Luchetti Construction on North Street in Santa 
Rosa. The Sonoma County Board of Supervisors on Tuesday established boosting the housing stock throughout the county as a top priority.

Focused on ‘real issue’

Outrage over deadly Syria attack 

It could take construction of  more than 3,000 
homes over a five-year period to make an 
appreciable dent in Sonoma County’s histor-

ically tight housing market, but regional leaders 
think they can get there by taking an aggressive 
and focused approach toward development start-
ing this year.

As many as 1,375 housing units could be built 
on county-owned land in the Santa Rosa area, 
and an additional 2,000 units could be developed 
on other sites by 2022 under visions put forward 
by local officials to address the area’s persistently 

tight housing market. 
Such a boost in supply could ease the strain 

on renters, doubling or tripling the rock bottom 
vacancy rate, and substantially slow the pace of  
rent inflation, one of  the biggest concerns in the 
county’s extensive housing crisis.

Failure to make real inroads in the housing 
crisis could hobble employers across the public 
and private sector because too many prospective 
workers won’t be able to afford living in the area, 
said Supervisor Shirlee Zane, who represents 
central Santa Rosa. 

“It is a real issue. We do have to be strong and 

Board’s goals cover development, roads, safety-net programs
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Assad’s government blamed  
after scores, including children, 
killed in chemical bombings
By ANNE BARNARD 
AND MICHAEL R. GORDON
NEW YORK TIMES

TOP PRIORITIES
The Sonoma County Board of 
Supervisors’ list of top policy 
priorities this year includes:
The housing crisis: Construct 
up to 3,375 units.
Safety-net programs: Boost 
assistance programs for the 
most vulnerable residents.
Road repairs: Address a 
$236 million repair backlog  
in county projects.
Healthy watersheds: Get local 
waterways taken off the list of 
impaired streams and increase 
funding for the county park 
system.

By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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COUNTY’S PRIORITIES » HOUSING AT FOREFRONT

EDLIB MEDIA CENTER

A man carries a child, who was sickened after a  
suspected chemical attack, at a makeshift hospital 
Tuesday in Khan Sheikhoun, Syria. 

Advertisers fleeing Fox’s O’Reilly show

Pressure mounted Tuesday for Fox 
News to take action against its top-rat-
ed host, Bill O’Reilly, as a series of  
prominent companies pulled advertis-
ing from his show, and a leading wom-
en’s rights group called for his ouster.

Following an investigation by the 
New York Times over the weekend that 
revealed multiple settlements over al-

legations of  sexual harassment or oth-
er inappropriate behavior by O’Reilly, 
the network faced a major advertising 
revolt as more than a dozen marketers 
said that they were withdrawing their 
ads from “The O’Reilly Factor.”

Escalating the tension, the Nation-
al Organization for Women called for 
O’Reilly to be fired and said an inde-
pendent investigation should be con-
ducted into the culture at Fox News.

“Fox News is too big and too influ-
ential to simply let this go,” Terry 

O’Neill, the president of  NOW, said in 
a statement.

And inside Fox News, three women 
who work in the newsroom said that 
the continued support of  O’Reilly by 
Fox News and its parent company, 
Twenty-First Century Fox, led them 
to question whether the company 
was committed to maintaining a work 
environment “based on trust and re-
spect,” as executives had promised 

By EMILY STEEL 
AND MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT
NEW YORK TIMES
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Bill  
O’Reilly
Host of  “The 
O’Reilly Factor” 
on Fox News

REALPOLITIK 
OF TRUMP
President breaks 
away from his 
predecessors by 
not emphasizing 
rights abuses / B4

Abused 
seniors 
languish  
in silence

The death last year of  a Fort 
Bragg woman whose body lay 
decaying on the couch in her 
apartment for at least a month 
while her live-in caregiver came 
and went highlights the all too 
common problem of  elder abuse.

The caregiver in that case, 
Lori Diane Fiorentino, 56, is 
scheduled for trial next month 
for elder abuse in connection 
with the death of  Arlene Potts, 
66, whose badly decomposed 
body was discovered by po-
lice on Dec. 14. Because of  the 
body’s condition, the cause of  
her death is uncertain and it’s 
unclear to what degree Fioren-
tino was responsible, according 
to testimony at her January pre-
liminary hearing. An autopsy 
found severe muscle atrophy, 
emaciation and ulcerated le-
sions on the body.

Most elder abuse cases don’t 
end in death but the overall 
numbers are staggering. One 
in 10 Americans older than 60 
— some 5 million people — are 
estimated to have experienced 
some form of  elder abuse, 
whether financial, sexual, emo-
tional, physical or neglect, ac-
cording to the Administration 
on Aging, a division of  the U.S. 
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FORT BRAGG » Case 
reflects how neglect can 
go unspoken, unchecked
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