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US seeks to quell trade war fears
As China pushes similar
tariff threats, officials in
Washington urge calm
By ANA SWANSON
AND KEITH BRADSHER
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — White
House officials moved on
Wednesday to calm fears of a
potential trade war with China, saying the administration’s
proposed tariffs were a “threat”

that would help, not hurt, the
U.S. economy, hours after China
said it would punish American
products with similar levies.
The administration’s insistence that a trade war was not
imminent came as the United
States and China traded tit-fortat penalties that caused wild
swings in stock markets from
Hong Kong to New York. Led by
more audacious leaders than either country has had in decades,
China and the United States are
now locked in a game of chick-

en, with the
possibility to
derail the global economic recovery, disrupt
supply chains
and destabilize
the huge yet
debt-laden ChiDonald
nese economy.
Trump
White House
officials reiterated on Wednesday that China must stop the
“unfair” trading practices President Donald Trump believes

have
disadvantaged U.S.
companies and
workers,
but
they held out
the
possibility that tariffs
on $50 billion
worth of ChiLarry
nese goods outKudlow
lined on Tuesday might never go into effect.
“There’s no trade war here,”
Larry Kudlow, Trump’s new
top economic adviser, said in an

HIGHWAY 37 » If Bay Area voters approve bridge toll measure
in June, part of funding would go toward solving a slew of problems

Finding route to relief

interview on Fox Business Network. He described the threat of
tariffs as “just the first proposal”
in a process that would involve
negotiations and back-channel
talks. “I understand the stock
market’s anxiety,” he said. “But
on the other hand, don’t overreact.”
Behind the scenes, however,
top officials remained split over
the administration’s approach
as the United States and China
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Chong:
Classes
back on
at SRJC
Full summer, fall schedule
restored; Day Under
the Oaks put on hiatus
By KEVIN MCCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Commuter traffic backs up Monday on eastbound Highway 37 near the Lakeville Highway. Funding for improvements for the highway could come
if Bay Area voters in June approve a $1 increase for bridge tolls for all spans, except the independently operated Golden Gate Bridge.
Page, who as Sonoma Raceway’s president
and general manager has long lobbied for
a solution to the daily logjams near the
motorsports complex. “Two lanes go down
ay Area voters this June hold the
to one lane (at Highway 121), and that’s the
key to unlocking $100 million in
squeeze point.”
new funding to help rebuild the
North Bay’s traffic-plagued
The new highway fundCOMING FRIDAY
Highway 37, which each
ing would come through
Should millions be spent for a
weekday carries enough
approval of Regional
motorists to fill a capacity
proposed 1-mile hiking trail at Sears Measure 3 in the nine-councrowd at San Francisco’s
ty Bay Area, which would
Point, just south of Highway 3?
AT&T Park.
raise tolls on the region’s
On weekends with the Sonoma Racestate-owned bridges by $1. But it would
way in action at Sears Point, legions more
cover only a small fraction of the estimated
traverse the 21-mile route from Vallejo to
$1 billion to $4 billion cost of rebuilding a
Novato, and backups extend for miles.
“Ultimately it’s arithmetic,” said Steve
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BY KEVIN FIXLER
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ABOUT REGIONAL MEASURE 3
Bay Area voters will be asked in June to agree
to a $1 toll increase on all Bay Area bridges,
except the Golden Gate Bridge, to raise $4.45 billion to pay for badly needed transportation
upgrades and expansions. North Bay projects
to get funding from the measure include:
$150 million: Pedestrian and bicycle
segments on the San Francisco Bay Trail
$120 million: Highway 101 Narrows project in
Sonoma and Marin counties
$100 million: Highway 37 design,
environmental analyses and short-term capital
improvements
$40 million: SMART train

US raids 100 pot-growing houses in state
Monthslong investigation targets
black-market operations by
China-based crime organization
By DON THOMPSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SACRAMENTO — Hundreds of federal and local law enforcement agents have
seized roughly 100 Northern California
houses purchased with money wired
to the United States by a Chinese-based
crime organization and used to grow
massive amounts of marijuana illegally,
authorities said Wednesday.
The raids culminated a monthslong

investigation focusing on dozens of Chinese nationals who bought homes in seven counties. Most of the buyers were in
the country legally and were not arrested as authorities investigate if they were
indebted to the gang and forced into the
work, U.S. Attorney McGregor Scott said.
Much of the pot was shipped to Georgia, Illinois, New York, Ohio and Pennsylvania through Atlanta, Chicago and New
York City, he said. The drug is legal in
California but requires permits to grow
and can’t be sent across state lines. It is
still banned by the U.S. government.
Black-market pot-growing houses
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Santa Rosa Junior College
President Frank Chong announced Wednesday that all
summer and fall classes will be
held as planned, a reversal of
his controversial decision to cut
classes to help
plug a $6.5 million budget gap.
Instead,
Chong said the
Day Under the
Oaks, the college’s longtime
open
house
and
commu- Frank
nity education Chong
fair which had
been scheduled for May 6, will
be put on hiatus while a variety
of cost-cutting measures are
explored by a broader array of
groups.
The decision was made
Wednesday after he met with
representatives of student government, faculty and management groups that drove home
to Chong the need for a more
collaborative decision-making
process at the school, he said.
The junior college enrolls
about 28,000 students each semester, according to its website.
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U.S. Attorney McGregor Scott talks Wednesday in
Sacramento about the investigation into Chinese
nationals buying homes to illegally grow marijuana.
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