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KOZLOWSKI FARMS: After  
two years on the market,  
21-acre property near 
Forestville rezoned for 
winery ahead of sale / B8

INSIDE

SR APARTMENT FIRE » Tenants 
evacuate after blaze breaks 
out on West Steele Lane.  A3

WINDSOR GOLF CLASSIC » SR  
High grad looking to make  
splash this weekend.   C1

LAST CALL FOR LOCAL BAND » 
Beloved Poor Man’s Whiskey 
set to ride off into sunset.   D1
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END OF LIFE CHOICE: Oz Grimes, 87, who suffers from heart disease, rests in bed Thursday with his dog, Sophia, while family members and caregivers talk nearby at his 
home in Petaluma. Under the state’s End of Life Option Act, Grimes applied to begin the process of approval to receive the prescriptions that would end his life.

Finding peace at life’s end
“I hope people don’t take this the wrong way — that it’s suicide and what 
right do I have to do that. ... I’m doing this because I can’t go on anymore.”
OZ GRIMES, 87-year-old Marine veteran with terminal heart disease who applied to end his life under the state’s aid-in-dying law

Taking it easy on the couch, about the most 
this 87-year-old, long-retired retailer and for-
mer political rabble-rouser can now do, Oz 

Grimes was feeling grateful for his life — and at 
peace with his resolve to end it a few days hence.

Grimes intends on Monday to stir into a glass 
and drink a lethal prescription of  four drugs 
made available to him by a legally challenged and 

emotionally debated, young California law.
“I’m tired. I’m very tired,” the 50-year resident 

of  Petaluma said as he reposed with his rescued 
little dog, Sophia, and his two daughters just feet 
away. His gentle blue eyes framed sharply by his 
snowy hair and beard, the widower of  progres-
sive writer-activist Beth Grimes told of  being 
drained by worsening heart disease and the 
impacts of  recent falls.

Ill Petaluma vet 
prepares to halt 
suffering under  
state’s assistance 
with dying law
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Mormons end anti-LGBT baptism rule

The Church of  Jesus Christ of  
Latter-day Saints said Thursday 
that it would allow children of  
same-sex couples to be baptized, 
a remarkable reversal of  church 
policy from one of  the religious 
groups that had long sought to 

be a bulwark against gay rights.
The decision rolled back 

a 2015 rule that had ripped 
congregations apart by declaring 
that church members in same-
sex marriages were apostates 
and subject to excommunication, 
and that children of  same-sex 
couples were banned from 
rituals like baptisms and baby-

naming ceremonies.
The change signals an attempt 

to heal the rift and represents a 
broader effort by the church’s 
newest president to bring the 
church closer to the American 
mainstream.

The decision, delivered by 
President Dallin Oaks, stops 
short of  ending the church’s 
teaching that acting on same-
sex attraction is sinful. It comes 
as the church, which has long 
been known as the Mormon 

Church, prepares for its general 
conference for all members this 
coming weekend.

“While we cannot change the 
Lord’s doctrine, we want our 
members and our policies to be 
considerate of  those struggling 
with the challenges of  mortal-
ity,” the First Presidency, the 
church’s highest governing 
body, said in a statement Thurs-
day. “We want to reduce the hate 

By ELIZABETH DIAS
NEW YORK TIMES
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CHURCH REVERSAL » Decision to allow ceremony 
for children of same-sex couples signals broader shift

Boeing dismissed concerns 
about a powerful new anti-stall 
system on the 737 Max for months, 
insisting that pilots could deal 
with any problems by following 

a checklist of  emergency proce-
dures.

Now, the preliminary findings 
from the crash of  Ethiopian Air-
lines Flight 302 have cast doubt 
on whether those instructions 
were sufficient, adding to the 
scrutiny over Boeing’s and fed-
eral regulators’ response to two 
deadly crashes involving the 
same jet model.

The findings, released Thurs-
day in Ethiopia, suggest that the 
pilots on the Ethiopian Airlines 

flight initially followed the pre-
scribed procedures after the an-
ti-stall system malfunctioned. 
They shut off the electricity that 
allows the automated software 
to push the plane’s nose down 
and took manual control of  the 
jet. They then tried to right the 
plane, with the captain telling his 
co-pilot three times to “pull up.”

But they could not regain con-
trol. About four minutes after 

Moms 
planned 
to die, 
kill kids

WILLITS — A Mendoci-
no County jury determined 
Thursday that the deaths of  the 
eight-member Hart family from 
Washington state resulted from a 
deliberate act, concluding a rare 
coroner’s inquest with findings 
that indicate the moms Jennifer 
and Sarah Hart jointly decided 
to launch the family SUV over a 
steep coastal cliff a year ago with 
their six children inside.

The jury’s verdict followed two 
days of  testimony that included 
explosive new evidence revealed 
for the first time Thursday about 
internet searches conducted on 
Sarah Hart’s cellphone during 
the final two days of  her life. The 
queries on Google were about 
suicide, death by hypothermia, 
how much of  the antihistamine 
Benadryl it might take to cause 
overdose or death, and how pain-
ful it would be to drown, accord-
ing to court testimony.

The new evidence marked the 
first clear indication that Sarah 
Hart, who was a passenger in the 
car driven by her wife, Jennifer, 
was a knowing participant in the 
shocking murder of  a family the 
pair had forged through adop-
tions from other broken homes, 
including two sets of  three sib-
lings from foster care in Texas.

Sarah Hart had “a toxic level” 

Boeing checklist failed in crash
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737 MAX REPORT » Early 
findings show pilots took 
proper action in jet failure
By NATALIE KITROEFF, DAVID 
GELLES AND JAMES GLANZ
NEW YORK TIMES
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MENDOCINO COAST » 
Deaths of Hart family  
in 2018 ruled deliberate
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An Ethiopian 
Airlines Boeing 
737 Max 8 
sits grounded  
March 23 at 
Bole Interna-
tional Airport 
in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. Boe-
ing has been 
under scrutiny 
over crashes 
involving its 
737 Max jets.
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