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Cruz, Sanders take Wisconsin
THE VICTORS

Lost crab 
traps, 
whales 
don’t mix

The rising number of  whales 
that become entangled in lost 
or abandoned crab pots off 
the western United States has 
spurred a new state bill aimed at 
ensuring hundreds, even thou-
sands of  crab traps that are left 
behind each year get recovered 
from the ocean.

Authored by state Sen. Mike 
McGuire, D-Healdsburg, the 
Whale Protection and Gear 
Retrieval Act would establish 
a fee-based regulatory system 
under which commercial crab-
bers could be paid to recover 
lost gear from the water, while 
owners would pay to reclaim it 
— or risk losing their crab per-
mit — ensuring funding of  the 
program for the coming year.

The system is modeled after a 

County mulls 
tax to fund 
preschool

The Sonoma County Board 
of  Supervisors on Tuesday ad-
vanced a proposal to fund pre-
school for every 3- and 4-year-old 
in the county, a move they said 
would require a voter-approved 
tax increase that could be placed 
on the ballot this November. 

The universal preschool pro-
gram, in the works at the county 
since late 2014, was introduced to 
the board in a package that in-
cluded a potential quarter-cent 
sales tax measure that would gen-
erate $18 million a year for nine 
years to pay for the expansion.

Currently, roughly half  of  the 
county’s 10,000 preschool-age 
children are enrolled in day 
care or classes, some of  which 

MILWAUKEE — Republican Ted Cruz 
stormed to a commanding victory in Wis-
consin on Tuesday, denting front-runner 
Donald Trump’s chances of  capturing the 
GOP nomination before the party’s conven-
tion. Democrat Bernie Sanders triumphed 

over Hillary Clinton but still faces a math-
ematically difficult path to the White House.

Trump’s defeat capped one of  the worst 
periods of  his campaign, a brutal stretch 
that highlighted his weaknesses with wom-
en and raised questions about his policy 
depth. While the billionaire businessman 
still leads the Republican field, Cruz and an 
array of  anti-Trump forces hope Wisconsin 
signals the start of  his decline.

“Tonight is a turning point,” Cruz told 
cheering supporters at a victory rally. “It is 
a call from the hardworking people of  Wis-
consin to America. We have a choice. A real 
choice.”

Cruz, a Texas senator with a complicated 
relationship with Republican leaders, also 
cast his victory as a moment for unity in a 
party that has been roiled by a contentious 
primary campaign.

But Trump was unbowed. His campaign 
put out a biting statement: “Ted Cruz is 
worse than a puppet — he is a Trojan horse, 
being used by the party bosses attempting to 
steal the nomination from Mr. Trump.”

Sanders’ sweeping win in virtually every 
county in Wisconsin, except Milwaukee, 
gives him greater incentive to keep compet-

Delegate setback for Trump in 
wake of turbulent week; Clinton 
challenger cites rising momentum 
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McGuire bill aims to 
clean up gear that poses 
tangling risk in ocean 
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Texas Sen. Ted Cruz won at least 
33 Wisconsin delegates in Tuesday’s 
primary; Vermont Sen. Bernie 
Sanders stands to pick up at least 45. 
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STEPPING IT UP: Silvio Foppoli, 100, gives Catholic Charities volunteer Donna James a smooch Friday after dancing at the Catholic Charities Alzheimer’s Respite 
resource center in Santa Rosa. The center, which provides socialization, music, art and memory activities, serves an average of 15 clients a day, near its capacity of 18.

Dementia’s toll grows
SONOMA COUNTY » Increase in Alzheimer’s and related illnesses 
becoming public health crisis as population ages, officials say

R ising rates of  Alzhei-
mer’s disease and other 
forms of  dementia are 

becoming a public health crisis 
that needs immediate attention 
and much more community 
and government planning, 
local health and social service 
officials warn.

More than 5 million Ameri-
cans age 65 and older are living 
with Alzheimer’s, according 
to a new report by the Alzhei-
mer’s Association, a Chicago 
nonprofit agency that supports 
research into the disease. That 
number is expected to triple to 
13.8 million by 2050, its re-
searchers projected. 

In Sonoma County, more 
than one in 10 Sonoma resi-
dents over the age of  65 — or 
about 9,000 people — have 
Alzheimer’s or some other form 
of  dementia, and their numbers 
are expected to grow rapidly 
over the next three decades as 
the baby-boom generation ages, 
the group projected.

“We have no strategic plan 
to address aging in the next 
few years, in spite of  the wave 
of  baby boomers becoming 
seniors,” Sonoma County Su-
pervisor Shirlee Zane said.

The cost of  caring for 
Americans with Alzheimer’s is 
expected to reach $236 billion 
this year and top $1.1 trillion by 

HAPPY MOOD: Client William Rampujan is all smiles Friday after dancing with 
Catholic Charities volunteer Donna James. Demand for services for senior citizens 
experiencing Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia is on the rise. 

ONLINE: For more photos, go to pressdemocrat.com
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You are invited to the 12th Annual  
Lake County Wine Adventure!

Presented by PressDemocrat.com 
Over 30 wineries & 8,700 acres are awaiting your arrival

May 20, 21 & 22
Tickets and information: www.lakecountywineries.org/adventure


