
$40M 
goes to 
closed 
facility 

Sonoma County supervi-
sors approved a $40 million 
state-funded plan to plot the 
future of  the Sonoma Develop-
mental Center on Friday be-
fore an appreciative crowd of  
residents, state lawmakers and 
officials who have worked for 
years to assure the prized prop-
erty would not fall to ruin in the 
wake of  its clo-
sure after 128 
years of  service 
to residents.

The four 
s u p e r v i s o r s 
present voted 
in favor of  a so-
called “hybrid 
process” in 
which the state 
will pay up to  
$13 million a 
year for three 
years to main-
tain the 880-
acre property, 
including 700 
acres of  open 
space, while the 
county crafts 
a development 
plan for the 
land and its ag-
ing facilities, built as far back as 
the 1800s.

“This is sacred property for 
many people for many reasons,” 
said state Sen. Mike McGuire, 
one of  three legislators who 
helped broker the deal.

“This is historic,” said Su-
pervisor Susan Gorin, who 
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Detectives and members of the investigation bureau 
of the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office on March 27 
investigate a murder-suicide near Jenner.
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Murder-suicides spur more hotline calls

State agrees to help 
maintain developmental 
center for 3 years

The three apparent murder-suicide 
incidents in Sonoma County last month 
shocked the community, and prompted 
victims of  domestic violence and their 
family members to finally seek help. 

Immediately following the fatal shoot-
ing in a Santa Rosa mall parking lot where 
an estranged husband shot and killed his 
wife before taking his own life on March 
11 — the first of  the three tragedies — the 
number of  calls to the county’s domestic 
violence hotline increased by 60 percent, 
said Madeleine Keegan O’Connell, CEO 
of YWCA Sonoma County, which operates 
the 24-7 hotline.

Walk-in visits to the county’s Family 
Justice Center also increased, by 35 per-
cent, during the same period, O’Connell 
said. Both increases, she said, reflect a cry 
for help by victims who in some cases have 
been suffering a long time.

“I think that’s why we have more people 
calling us,” O’Connell said. “They’re wor-
ried their loved ones are in peril.”

Sonoma County District Attorney Jill 
Ravitch said the spike in the hotline calls 
and visits to the justice center are a sign 
more people are seeking help and show a 
greater awareness of  services available to 
domestic violence victims.

“The number of  domestic violence  
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The rain dried up before first pitch at Oracle 
Park on Friday. So did the tears — barely. 
It was an emotional pregame ceremony for 

the home opener as the Giants honored members 
of the “family” who had died in the preceding 
year, including legends like Willie McCovey, 
Frank Robinson, former team owner Peter Mc-
Gowan and broadcaster Hank Greenwald. The 
tribute to McCovey was particularly poignant. 
The Giants’ current first baseman, Brandon 
Belt, dug up the bag and presented it to Estela 
McCovey, widow of the man who played first 
in San Francisco for more than a decade. Then 
there was Bruce Bochy, the three-time World Se-
ries-champion manager who has announced that 
2019 will be his final season in the dugout. Bochy 
received a sustained standing ovation from the 
home crowd before he threw out the ceremonial 
first pitch.  The game wasn’t quite as compelling. 
The Giants fell behind the Tampa Bay Rays 4-0 in 
the first inning and lost 5-2, falling to 2-6 in this 
young season. The Giants have 80 home games in 
which to improve. For more, see Page C1.

Emotional Opening Day At The Ballpark 
PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Trump visits Mexico border

CALEXICO — President Don-
ald Trump argued Friday that 
the nation is suffering an immi-
gration emergency, visiting the 
town of Calexico and inspecting 
a reconstructed border fence 
a day after he abruptly backed 

down from his threats to seal the 
lengthy border between Mexico 
and the United States.

With those threats behind 
him, Trump shifted gears and 
promised to construct 400 miles 
of  border wall in the next two 
years, an unlikely benchmark 
for a president who has yet to 
build a single new mile of  wall 
along the 2,000-mile border with 
Mexico.

The section Trump visited Fri-
day was a replacement of  exist-
ing barrier planned during the 
Obama administration and paid 

for during Trump’s first 
year in office.

“It’s better, faster and 
less expensive,” he said 
as he stood before a slat-
ted 30-foot-high fence.

Trump nonetheless 
conceded that getting 
money from congressio-
nal Democrats for any 
new wall construction 
was “like pulling teeth” 
even as he projected vic-
tory in his bitter funding battles 
with Congress.

The trip to California was in-

tended to persuade the pub-
lic that his declaration of  
emergency was necessary 
to circumvent Congress 
and to combat what the ad-
ministration calls a nation-
al crisis. The Democratic- 
controlled House chal-
lenged the declaration in 
federal court in Washing-
ton even as Trump was in 
Calexico.

“We’re really making 
progress in letting people know 
that this is an absolute emergen-
cy,” Trump said during a round-

table discussion with local and 
national officials.

“It’s a colossal surge and it’s 
overwhelming our immigration 
system and we can’t let that hap-
pen,” he said.

He said California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom, who has separately 
sued Trump over his emergency 
declaration and said the state’s 
national guard would not be de-
ployed at the border, is “living in 
a different world … a dangerous 
world,” and he accused Newsom 

In third California visit, 
president inspects fence, 
promises 400 more miles
By NOAH BIERMAN, MOLLY 
O’TOOLE AND RUBEN VIVES
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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