
Kenyan 
strikes hit 
militant 
camps

NAIROBI, Kenya — Kenyan 
warplanes bombed militant 
camps in Somalia, officials said 
Monday, following a vow by 
President Uhuru Kenyatta to re-
spond “in the fiercest way possi-
ble” to a massacre of  college stu-
dents by al-Shabab extremists.

The air-
strikes Sunday 
and Monday 
targeted the 
Gedo region 
of  western So-
malia, directly 
across the border from Kenya, 
said Col. David Obonyo of  the 
Kenyan military.

The al-Shabab camps, which 
were used to store arms and 
for logistical support, were de-
stroyed, but it was not possible 
to determine the number of  ca-
sualties because of  poor visibil-
ity, he said.

The Somalia-based militant 
group claimed responsibility 
for Thursday’s attack at Garissa 
University College in northeast-
ern Kenya in which militants 
killed 148 people, most of  them 
students.

Hawa Yusuf, who lives in a vil-
lage near the town of  Beledhawa 
that is close to the Kenyan-So-
mali border, said the warplanes 
“were hovering around for a few 
minutes, then started bomb-
ing.” She didn’t know if  there 
were any casualties, she said by 
phone.

Another resident of  the vil-
lage, Ali Hussein, said the air-
strikes hit a grassland “where 
nomads often take their animals 
for grazing.”
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Fighter jets target al-Shabab 
group in Somalia after attack 

on university killed 148
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Talks on allowing more vacation 
rentals didn’t get far in the quaint 
but touristic town of  Sonoma.

The City Council shot down Mon-
day a proposal that would have eased 
restrictions and allowed residents 
to rent out a room in their home to 

tourists. They voted 3-1 to uphold a 
recommendation by the Planning 
Commission, which argued the pro-
posed ordinance could have harmed 
the character of  residential neigh-
borhoods and taken away from af-
fordable housing stock.

Under the proposal, property own-
ers would have been allowed to rent 
out a room in their home for a lim-
ited time, using sites such as Airbnb 
and VRBO, as long as they obtained 
a license from the city and remained 
on-site.

“I can’t see how we can allow a 
little bit without opening the door 

to something bigger,” said Council-
woman Rachel Hundley, who vot-
ed against the measure, along with 
council members Laurie Gallian and 
Gary Edwards.

“We have a near crisis with our 
rental housing,” Hundley said, add-
ing that she previously was pushed 
out of  The Springs area when the 
place she was renting was converted 
into a vacation home.

“It’s nothing I want to see prolifer-
ate in Sonoma,” Edwards said about 
vacation rentals. He said he didn’t 
want to change the character of  local 
neighborhoods.

Nor did Gallian.
“For me, it was about the neigh-

borhood,” she said, adding that it 
was activities such as kids playing 
out on the street and neighbors bar-
becuing that convinced her Sonoma 
was the place to live.

Mayor David Cook was the sole 
dissenter. He voiced support in ex-
ploring further short-term rentals, 
which he said could have helped 
some residents bring in supplemen-
tal income necessary to pay their 
mortgages and keep their homes.

“It’s too bad that this council isn’t 

Rachel 
Hundley
Sonoma  
councilwoman 
says proposal 
risked “opening 
door to something 
bigger.”

Sonoma won’t ease vacation rental rules
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Council says allowing residents 
to rent out rooms to tourists 

would harm character of town
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Grass-roots effort seeks to name Waldo tunnel in honor of Robin Williams Empire

A winning roster
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Coco Crisp, left, and Fernando Abad share a pregame ritual prior to the A’s home opener Monday against the Texas Rangers.

OAKLAND

The Athletics’ lineup is full of  new faces in this 
year of  transition, but Opening Day remains 
immutable. 

With one minor storm front having passed through 
the Bay Area a day earlier, and another on the way, the 
clouds parted at O.co Coliseum on Monday to make way 
for one of sport’s grandest traditions. Introductions were 
made, banners hung, new scoreboards unveiled and 
former heroes welcomed back for pregame ceremonies.

And then young Sonny Gray dominated the stage, 
flirting with a no-hitter before finally surrendering a 
solid single to right field in the eighth inning. The A’s 
beat the Texas Rangers 8-0, their first Opening Day 
victory since 2004.

For a team that reinvented its roster in the offsea-
son, the win was validation that it might, in fact, make 
another playoff run in 2015.

The Athletics’ Sonny Gray pitches against the Texas 
Rangers on Monday at the O.co Coliseum. The A’s beat 
the Rangers 8-0. 

A’S OPENING DAY

Gray dominates as Oakland starts season with slew of new faces
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Some tribes dig in against gay marriage

Even if  a U.S. Supreme Court rul-
ing this spring makes same-sex mar-
riage the law, it would leave pockets 
of  the country where it isn’t likely to 
be recognized any time soon: the res-
ervations of  a handful of  sovereign 
Native American tribes, including 
the nation’s two largest.

Since 2011, as the number of states 
recognizing such unions spiked to 37, 

at least six smaller tribes have revisited 
and let stand laws that define marriage 
as being between a man and a wom-
an, according to an Associated Press 
review of tribal records. In all, tribes 
with a total membership approaching 
1 million won’t recognize marriages 
between two men or two women.

Several explicitly declare that 
same-sex marriages are prohibited. 
And some have even toughened their 
stance.

In December, just weeks after 
North Carolina began issuing mar-

riage licenses to same-sex couples, the 
state’s Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians updated its law to add language 
preventing gay couples from having 
marriage ceremonies performed on 
tribal land. The resolution changing 
the law, which passed 8-1, says court 
cases around the country prompt-
ed the tribe of  about 13,000 enrolled 
members to review its own laws.

The Cherokee Nation in Oklahoma 
and the Navajo Nation, with about 
300,000 members each, maintain de-

TURN TO TRIBES, PAGE A7

Nation’s two 
largest tribes 
among those 
toughening 
stance even 
as Supreme 
Court ruling 

looms
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