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Fieri sells stakes in SR restaurants
Former business partner
buys celebrity chef’s shares in
Tex Wasabi’s, 7 Johnny Garlic’s
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Celebrity chef Guy Fieri has pulled out
of the restaurants he opened in Santa
Rosa over the past two decades, striking
an agreement with his longtime business
partner to sell all his shares to him, the
partner’s spokeswoman said Wednesday.
Fieri, the star of “Diners, Drive-Ins

GOP
still cool
toward
Cruz

and Dives,” divested himself of Johnny
Garlic’s Inc., the seven-restaurant chain
he founded in 1996 with partner Steve
Gruber. He also agreed to sell his interest
in the sushi-barbecue fusion restaurant,
Tex Wasabi’s, which he opened with Gruber in Santa Rosa in 1999.
Terms of the deal were not disclosed.
Fieri didn’t respond to requests for
comment, but Gruber released a statement calling the change “an opportunity
for the brand to evolve and grow.”
Future plans include a focus on craft
beer, handcrafted cocktails and small
plates at Johnny Garlic’s with a new

menu debuting later this year, he said.
“We’re taking time to really listen to
our guests, rework some of our operations and plan for some big announcements early this summer to kick off our
20th anniversary,” Gruber said in the
statement.
Now, the chain boasts Fieri-themed
dishes such as Guy-Talian Spicy Sausage
and Penne. Tex Wasabi features Rockin’
Lava Shrimp and the Jackass Roll.
Tex Wasabi patrons Wednesday
showed little reaction to the news that FiTURN TO FIERI » PAGE A5
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Celebrity chef Guy Fieri

“We’re not setting the world on fire, but we’re doing OK.”
TONY ANELLO, local fisherman, on this season’s late crab harvest

Texas senator attempts
to unite party, but many
appear unconvinced
By SEAN SULLIVAN
AND PAUL KANE
WASHINGTON POST

After his most convincing
victory yet over Donald Trump
in Wisconsin, Ted Cruz sought
Wednesday to shed his reputation as a divisive bomb-thrower
and position himself as the candidate who can bring the Republican Party together.
But it wasn’t clear whether
it was working. In Washington
and across the
country, many
mainstream
Re p u bl i c a n s
who
despise
Trump — including many
supporters of
former candidate Marco RuTed
bio — are still
Cruz
declining
to
support the senator from Texas,
whose antagonism toward GOP
leaders has been the centerpiece
of his political rise.
The lukewarm reception
highlighted the difficulty Cruz
faces in recasting himself as
a bridge builder after years of
bridge burning. Many top Republicans remain strongly opposed to both Cruz and Trump
and hold out hope that long-shot
candidate John Kasich, or perhaps another Republican not in
the race, can somehow clinch
the nomination.
“I think stopping Donald
Trump has got to be the numTURN TO CRUZ » PAGE A2
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Dock worker Tom Kai, left, prepares bins for unloading Dungeness crab from the Donna Mia while the Annabelle arrives with its catch at
North Coast Fisheries in Bodega Bay on Wednesday. The commercial crab season opened last week.

Late harvest offers relief
Local crab fishermen pleased season is underway
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

L

ast week’s opening of the commercial
crab season put fresh, local Dungeness in stores once again and got lots
of Bay Area commercial fishermen back
out on the ocean.
Neither circumstance is expected to last
much longer than a few more weeks, with
winter long gone and the crab catch thus
far below what it typically would be at the

start of the season, according to industry
veterans.
It’s no surprise, given the unprecedented, four-month delay in the opening
of a fishery that normally peaks in late
December.
But there’s at least enough of the crustaceans coming in to put a few dollars in the
pockets of crabbers and their crews, and
the crabs themselves are generally meaty
TURN TO CRABS » PAGE A5

A Dungeness crab reaches out from a full
container after being unloaded Wednesday.
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MERLE HAGGARD, 1937-2016

Country music legend a tireless songwriter
By JILL LEOVY
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Merle Haggard

Over decades of trouble, fame,
and more trouble, Merle Haggard never stopped making up
songs. He penned his first ballads as a child. By later life, he
claimed to have written 10,000 of
them.
He composed wherever he

went, inspired by snippets of
conversation, flashes of memory. He drew lyrics from a flower,
from the view out a bus window.
He once wrote an entire song
during the walk from his limousine to the stage.
Even after Haggard’s fame
dimmed, and audiences shrank,
he kept writing, kept singing.
He said “the best songs feel like

they’ve always been here.”
The musician, whose storytelling lyrics won him a vast
following and landed more than
100 of his songs on the Billboard
charts, died Wednesday — his
birthday — at his home near
Redding. He was 79.
Haggard’s spokeswoman TreTURN TO HAGGARD » PAGE A2

