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GOING THE DISTANCE: 
Ironman triathlon races 
help boost local economy 
and attract nearly 14K  
visitors to the county. / E1

INSIDE

PHOTOS BY JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Pediatric medical assistant Stephanie Cheney gives a variety of vaccination shots to Makaiah Cochran, 4, at Sutter’s Santa Rosa office on Friday.  A 
state health department list of the top 10 schools with the most unvaccinated kindergartners included four from Sonoma County.

Low vaccine rates 
increase measles fears

4 local schools on state’s 
top 10 list when it comes 
to students skipping shots

Nineteen years after it was thought to 
be eradicated in this country, measles 
is making a comeback. Last week, the 

Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention released a 
bombshell: The number of  
confirmed measles cases in the 
first three months of  2019 — 
387 — exceeded by 15 the total 
number of  cases nationwide 
the previous year.

While 17 of  those cases this year were in Cal-
ifornia, none were reported in Sonoma County, 

By AUSTIN MURPHY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Sebastopol’s SunRidge School has the third-highest percentage of kindergartners with 
medical exemptions for vaccinations in the county at 51%.  

SONOMA COUNTY » EXEMPTIONS UNDER SCRUTINY

INSIDE
About 200 exposed 
to measles at UC 
Davis Medical 
Center / A12

Has lull in big quakes made state complacent?

California is in an earthquake 
drought.

It has been almost five years 
since the state experienced its 
last earthquake of  magnitude 6 
or stronger — in Napa. Southern 
California felt its last big quake 
on Easter Sunday 2010, and that 

shaker was actually centered 
across the border, causing the 
most damage in Mexicali.

Experts know this calm peri-
od will eventually end, with de-
structive results. They just don’t 
know when this well-document-
ed geological pattern will shift.

“Earthquake rates are quite 
variable: We have a decade or two 
where we don’t have many earth-

quakes, and people expect that’s 
what California is always like,” 
said Elizabeth Cochran, seismol-
ogist with the U.S. Geological 
Survey. Eventually, “we’re going 
to dramatically see a change in 
earthquake rates.”

Scientists have been warning 
California of  seismic dangers, 
from the Big One on the San An-
dreas fault to other catastrophes 

that could come from lesser- 
known faults, like the 
Hayward and Newport- 
Inglewood.

One reason for the urgent 
alerts: Memories of  a truly de-
structive quake in many urban 
areas have faded. And with 
that, some fear, the urgency of   

By RONG-GONG LIN II
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Police 
records 
to stay 
sealed

Santa Rosa officials say they 
will continue to withhold re-
cords detailing past misconduct 
by city police officers, contend-
ing a decision by the state Su-
preme Court on a pending case 
was needed to clarify the extent 
to which such law enforcement 
personnel records can be made 
public.

The stance puts the city and 
its police force at odds with 
a growing number of  law en-
forcement agencies that have 
released or pledged to disclose 
past and current officer records 
under a new state police trans-
parency law. They include the 
Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office 
and several other police depart-
ments in the county.

For some, the turning point 
came last week, after the pub-
lication of  an appellate court 
ruling that ordered the release 
of  records, a decision that legal 
experts say is binding across the 
state. Police unions have argued 
that the law does not apply to 
records created before Jan. 1, an 
argument that has thus far been 
largely rejected by the courts.  

But Santa Rosa city officials 
say they will hold off on any dis-
closure of  records dated before 
Jan. 1 until a case dealing with 
so-called “Brady lists,” or inter-
nal department lists of  problem 
officers, is resolved by the Cali-
fornia Supreme Court.

That case, brought by a union 
representing Los Angeles Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputies, is not di-
rectly related to the new police 
transparency law, SB 1421, but 

City keeping misconduct 
files from public, 
bucking statewide trend
By ANDREW BEALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Tough talk as influx worsens

More than halfway through Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s first term, un-
authorized immigration has surged 
to the highest levels in a decade, 
leaving him searching for quick-fix 

solutions and his administration 
roiling with internal tensions over 
how to address a problem the pres-
ident promised to solve.

Trump sought to project confi-
dence and strength on a visit to a 
renovated section of  border fencing 
in Calexico on Friday, amid warn-
ings from federal authorities that 
the U.S. immigration system is at 
a “breaking point” in handling a 
record influx of  Central American 
families.

But his public indecision over the 

past week — threatening in a tweet 
to close the southern border with 
Mexico before reversing himself  six 
days later — revealed an adminis-
tration that is grasping to deal with 
a humanitarian challenge without a 
well-defined strategy and with sig-
nificant divisions among Trump’s 
team.

A sign of  the discord came Friday 
when the White House yanked the 
Senate nomination of  a longtime 
federal immigration official, Ronald 
Vitiello, to lead Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement, after a senior 
White House adviser, Stephen Mill-
er, lobbied Trump to cut him loose, 
according to officials familiar with 
the matter.

Trump told reporters he would go 
in “a tougher direction” in finding a 
new nominee.

To his critics, the episodes were 
emblematic of  the failures of  a pres-
ident whose policies have exacerbat-
ed the migration surge, as he has  

Some critics say president’s 
border threats bringing 
more immigrants north
By DAVID NAKAMURA  
AND SEUNG MIN KIM
WASHINGTON POST
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