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SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA

New low for water savings in state
February was worst month for
conservation since officials began
tracking efforts nine months ago
By FENIT NIRAPPIL
ASSOCIAT E D P RE S S

SACRAMENTO — Californians’ efforts to save water in the face of a devastating drought have hit a new low, as
statistics released Tuesday showed residents did less to curtail their water use
in February than they had in any other
month since officials began tracking conservation efforts.

The dismal report came as state officials escalated efforts to control water.
Under a draft proposal released Tuesday,
cities face fines for failing to meet targets
to reduce water use as much as 35 percent.
In February, the south coast, home
to more than a third of Californians
from San Diego to Los Angeles, actually
showed an increase in water consumption despite longstanding calls for cutbacks.
“These are sobering statistics and disheartening statistics,” said Felicia Marcus, chairwoman of the State Water Resources Control Board.
TURN TO WATER, PAGE A7
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Conservation slips in SR, RP, Sonoma
By GUY KOVNER
T H E P R ES S D EM O CR AT

Water conservation efforts in
Santa Rosa, Rohnert Park and
Sonoma took a tumble in February, mirroring a statewide surge
in water use that officials called
disturbing.
Santa Rosa residents cut water use by 13 percent in February, compared with the same
month of 2013 — a significant
drop from the 24.5 percent year-

over-year conservation rate in
January, according to the State
Water Resources Control Board.
Statewide, water savings fell
from 8 percent in January to
2.8 percent in February, the lowest monthly conservation rate
since the state began keeping
track in July 2014.
The diminished savings trend
was not uniform, however.
Three local cities saw their savings improve in February.
TURN TO SR, PAGE A7

County
tobacco
proposal
delayed

Hundreds gather in Cotati to get first look at train, which still faces obstacles
before passenger service is slated to begin in late 2016

SMART cars roll in

Supervisors show support
for tighter restrictions, but
want tweaks before vote
By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
T HE P R ES S D EM O CR AT
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A SMART rail car pulls into the Cotati train depot Tuesday morning, for an official unveiling of two of the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail
Transit authority’s new cars. Passenger service on the commuter rail line is slated to begin in December 2016.
By DEREK MOORE
THE P RE S S D E MO C RAT

T

wo decades after the concept of bringing
commuter rail service to the North Bay
started gathering steam, the first set of
trains operated by the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail
Transit authority pulled into the Cotati station
Tuesday to cheers from hundreds of spectators.
Skeptics doubted whether such a day ever
would arrive, given the myriad financial and
regulatory hurdles the rail authority had to
overcome to reach the historic milestone.
Significant questions remain prior to passenger
service starting, currently set for December
2016.
But on Tuesday morning, beneath stormy
skies, such doubts were mostly set aside as two
gray and green rail cars bearing the SMART
insignia pulled into the packed station with
horns blaring.
“It wasn’t that long ago that people were
saying this project wouldn’t come to fruition,”
said Rep. Mike Thompson, D-St. Helena. “And
now, it is.”
Seated inside one of the rail cars, Sonoma
County Supervisor David Rabbitt, a member of
SMART’s board of directors, acknowledged the
rail agency’s “trials and tribulations,” which
he said have included issues with the electorate
and construction delays.
“But seeing this car really lets you know that
this is moving forward,” Rabbitt said.
The debut of the diesel-powered rail cars
comes two decades after a study that envisioned
the service, 13 years after the state Legislature
created the SMART district and seven years
after voters in Sonoma and Marin counties
approved a quarter-cent sales tax to fund the
project.
Numerous challenges threatened to derail the

Sonoma County supervisors
expressed support for tightening rules on tobacco retailers but fell short of approving
sweeping changes that would
have positioned the county as
the first jurisdiction in the state
to set a minimum price for a
pack of cigarettes.
After listening to a stream of
local convenience store owners,
county supervisors on Tuesday
held off on adopting an ordinance that would have made
it more expensive to purchase
cigarettes in unincorporated areas. They instead directed staff
to make tweaks to the ordinance
and bring it back for further discussion in a month.
“I’m excited to do something,
but I think what we have in front
of us is a reach,” Supervisor David Rabbitt said at the hearing
that lasted nearly four hours. “I
wish that wasn’t the case.”
Most of the supervisors
agreed that requiring the nearly
140 tobacco retailers in the unincorporated areas to obtain a
seller’s license was a good way
to curtail the sale of tobacco to
TURN TO TOBACCO, PAGE A7

Race, religion
split parties as
campaign starts
By DAVID LAUTER
L O S A NG EL ES T I M ES

Dignitaries and the general public tour a SMART coach Tuesday during the official
unveiling of the cars at the Cotati train depot.
project along the way, including funding shortfalls that forced officials to scale back the project’s initial scope, a threatened ballot initiative
in 2012 that could have overturned the sales tax
and disputes between city and county officials
and SMART representatives over governance
and planning.
Farhad Mansourian, the rail authority’s
general manager, struck a defiant tone Tuesday
after the hourlong ceremony, saying he “has no
answer” for people who continue to doubt the
rail service’s viability.
“I say, ‘Get on board,’ ” he said.
His enthusiasm was matched by Rohnert
Park City Councilman and SMART director
TURN TO SMART, PAGE A6

SMART STATS
■ The trains will travel a top speed
of 79 mph. It costs about $1,000 to
fill the 270-gallon tank on the cars,
which get about 2 miles a gallon.
■ The agency intends to run trains
every half-hour during peak commute times with a midday train and
weekend service.
■ The slope-nosed cars run in pairs,
with the ability to have a third
car added in between to increase
capacity. Each car has 79 seats, with
standing room for about 80 people.

WASHINGTON — As presidential hopefuls officially begin
their campaigns, the two parties
face each other with opposing
coalitions clearly defined along
lines of race, religion and culture.
Nearly 90 percent of the
Americans who identify or
lean to the Republican Party
are white. In particular, white,
evangelical Protestants, who
make up just under one-fifth of
the overall U.S. population, account for more than one-third
of those who back the GOP.
By contrast, the Democrats
depend heavily on minorities,
people without a religious affiliation and the most highly
TURN TO CAMPAIGN, PAGE A7
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‘A TYPICAL WINTER STORM’ IN SPRINGTIME:

Wet, cold Tuesday on North Coast expected to be
followed by drier, warmer conditions today / B1

SANTA ROSA
High 65, Low 38
THE WEATHER, B8
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