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NOTE TO READERS
TV LISTINGS CHANGE: Our daily TV guide has 
moved online at pressdemocrat.com/tv-listings

County preparing 
for ‘learning year’

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

BURNED REMAINS: Art and Seiko Grant, who lived in this home on Sundown Trail in Mark West Springs, lost their lives when the Tubbs fire overtook their home in 
October. Altogether, the infernos that began on the night of Oct. 8 in the North Bay claimed 40 lives and destroyed 6,200 homes and another 1,800 structures. 

Two sisters. Two paths to 
recovery.

Susan Komar and Lynn 
Van Fleit each lost a home last 
fall when the Tubbs fire ravaged 
northern Santa Rosa.

Six months later, Komar and 
her husband, Chris, said they 
plan this year to start rebuild-
ing their home in Coffey Park. 
But Van Fleit said she can’t 
afford to replace her house near 
the former Sweet T’s restaurant 
in Fountaingrove, a recently 
purchased residence she was 
planning to move into the very 
week the fire struck.

“Who would have thought our two neigh-
borhoods would become synonymous with 
devastation?” said Van Fleit. She said her 
insurance coverage won’t cover the cost to 
rebuild, so she’s put money down for a new 
home under construction off Piner Road in 
northwest Santa Rosa.

The sisters’ story is emblematic of  the 
saga faced by county residents who lost 
nearly 5,300 homes in the fires of  October.

Six months after the historic disaster, 
many stand poised to rebuild this year. 
Others have decided they can’t or won’t 
return. And still others await answers that 
will determine their futures.

“We’re in the limbo space between 
intent to rebuild and able to rebuild,” said 
Jeff Okrepkie, chairman of  the Coffey 
Strong neighborhood group.

Komar and Van Fleit exemplify another 
truth for fire survivors: Many are help-
ing one another cope with the disaster’s 
upheaval. Often such care and support has 
come in the context of  neighbor helping 
neighbor, but family members certainly 
have played a role, too.

Komar, 70, is the daughter of  an unwed 
mother and grew up as an adopted child. 
After searching for family for almost four 

FAMILY 
SUPPORT: 
Sisters Lynn Van 
Fleit, left, and 
Susan Komar lost 
their homes in 
Fountaingrove 
and Coffey Park, 
respectively, to 
the Tubbs fire in 
October. Komar 
and her husband 
are planning 
to rebuild their 
house this year, 
while Van Fleit 
has decided 
to relocate. 

OCTOBER WILDFIRES » 6 MONTHS LATER

Residents, community leaders take stock as upheaval’s toll reverberates 
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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MORE PHOTOS Images that captured the fire’s devastation and residents’ resilience / A12   ■   COMING MONDAY North Bay residents still haunted by wildfires 

PLANE CRASH NEAR PETALUMA »  
Water Agency consultant piloting 
single-engine aircraft killed.   A3

NEW FACES AT BUSINESS AGENCY » 
5 chamber of commerce leaders 
share views on county’s future.  E1

GIVING CHARACTERS A VOICE » 
Petaluma’s Paris trains students 
for roles on video games.  D1

Facebook CEO preps for Congress

For Facebook, Tuesday is being 
seen as a kind of  dreaded final exam.

That’s when Mark Zuckerberg, the 
company’s chief  executive, will swap 
his trademark gray T-shirts for a suit 

and tie, and embark on a two-day mar-
athon of  testimony on Capitol Hill. 
His goal? To apologize for Facebook’s 
missteps, reassure Congress that 
Facebook intends to stop foreign pow-
ers from using its service to meddle 
in American elections and detail the 
company’s plans to better protect its 
users’ privacy.

In preparation for Zuckerberg’s 
testimony, his first such appearance, 
Facebook has spent the past couple 
of  weeks trying to transform its pub-
lic image from a defiant, secretive 

behemoth into a contrite paragon of  
openness, announcing a string of  new 
privacy and anti-abuse measures and 
making company executives available 
for numerous interviews.

It also has hired a team of  experts, 
including a former special assistant 
to President George W. Bush, to put 
Zuckerberg, 33, a cerebral coder who 
is uncomfortable speaking in public, 
through a crash course in humility 
and charm. The plan is that when he 

JIM WILSON / NEW YORK TIMES, 2017

Facebook has spent the past few weeks trying to 
transform its public image before CEO Mark Zucker-
berg has to testify on Capitol Hill. 

By KEVIN ROOSE, CECILIA KANG 
AND SHEERA FRENKEL
NEW YORK TIMES

ZUCKERBERG IN DC » Heady 
coder getting crash course 
in charm before testifying
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A body was recovered Saturday 
and is suspected to be one of the 
girls from the Hart family, whose 
vehicle plunged off a cliff on the 
Mendocino Coast.

Female 
body 
found 
in surf

A pair of  Mendocino Coast 
beachgoers Saturday found a 
body floating in the surf  near 
the area where members of  the 
Hart family from Washington 
state plunged off a steep cliff to 
their deaths late last month in a 
highly publicized crash now un-
der investigation as a crime. 

The recovered body was that of  
an African-American female of  
an undetermined age, Mendocino 
County sheriff’s officials said. All 
of  the Hart children were black. 
Of the three teenagers who re-
mained missing, two were girls. 

Saturday’s discovery was a 
potential breakthrough after an 
intense search for three missing 
Hart children, which had been 
suspended since Thursday amid 
a potent storm.  

But it could take several days 
and possibly weeks before au-
thorities determine whether the 
body belonged to one of  the Hart 
children, Lt. Shannon Barney 
said. An autopsy was scheduled 
for Tuesday and investigators 
may rely on DNA testing to con-
firm an identity, which could 
take several weeks.

Investigators suspect Jennifer 
Hart, 38, deliberately drove her 
wife, Sarah Hart, 38, and their 
six children off a cliff, plunging  
100 feet down to the rocks and 
surf  below. The crash scene 
north of  Westport on Highway 
1 was discovered at 3:40 p.m. 
March 26. 

Authorities recovered the 
bodies of  three children who 
were thrown from the family’s 
GMC Yukon XL. They were 
identified — Markis Hart, 19, 
Jeremiah Hart and Abigail 
Hart, both 14. Their parents’ 
bodies were found inside. No 
one had been wearing seat belts.

MENDOCINO COAST » 
It could take days, weeks 
to confirm if it’s Hart teen
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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