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Oliver Ramirez, 8, pets the tail of Frozone, the family’s pet iguana, as his mom, Edith Vargas, left, and dad, Jorge Ramirez, clean house Wednesday 
in Healdsburg. His sister Nancy Ramirez, 19, plays with their youngest sibling, Daleyza Ramirez, 2. 

City saves apartments

AFFORDABLE HOUSING » Public deal for Healdsburg complex 
preserves 23 units at half the cost of new construction 

Healdsburg is acquiring 
a $5 million apartment 
complex on Prentice 

Drive, ensuring the property will 
remain affordable for its mostly 
low-income tenants.

The Healdsburg City Coun-
cil last week unanimously 
approved the purchase of  the  
23-unit Monte Vina Apartments, 
agreeing to chip in $1 million 
to maintain the below-market 
rents on the one- and two-bed-
room apartments. The city also 
will provide a $275,000  loan 
to partner Burbank Hous-
ing, allowing the nonprofit to 

make immediate upgrades to 
some units at the complex at 
1302 Prentice Drive. 

To buy and manage the prop-
erty, Burbank Housing will then 
apply for a state tax credit to 
cover the property’s remaining 
$4 million purchase price.

The purchase agreement 
concludes months of  exclusive 
negotiations between city offi-
cials and the owner’s real estate 
agent. The city is expected to 
close on the property in mid-
June.

If  finalized, it would mark 
the first time the city has spent 
funds from Measure S, a tax on 

By KEVIN FIXLER
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The Monte Vina Apartments in Healdsburg is being bought through 
a partnership between the city and Sonoma County-based nonprofit 
Burbank Housing for $5 million to keep the complex affordable.
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US EXITS TRIPOLI:  
American troops evacuate 
as region’s rival militias 
begin fight for capital of 
Libya / A8

INSIDE

Drug-resistant germ sweeps the globe

In May, an elderly man 
was admitted to the Brooklyn 
branch of  Mount Sinai Hospital 
for abdominal surgery. A blood 
test revealed that he was infect-
ed with a newly discovered germ 
as deadly as it was mysterious.

The germ, a fungus called 
Candida auris, preys on people 
with weakened immune sys-

tems, and it is quietly spreading 
across the globe. Recently C. 
auris reached New York, New 
Jersey and Illinois, leading the 
federal Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention to add it to 
a list of  germs deemed “urgent 
threats.”

The man at Mount Sinai died 
after 90 days in the hospital, but 
C. auris did not. Tests showed it 
was everywhere in his room, so 
invasive that the hospital need-
ed special cleaning equipment 

and had to rip out some of  the 
ceiling and floor tiles to eradi-
cate it.

C. auris is so tenacious, in 
part, because it is impervious to 
major antifungal medications, 
making it a new example of  
one of  the world’s most intrac-
table health threats: the rise of  
drug-resistant infections.

For decades, public health ex-
perts have warned that the over-
use of  antibiotics was reducing 
the effectiveness of  drugs that 
have lengthened life spans by 
curing bacterial infections once 

By MATT RICHTEL  
AND ANDREW JACOBS
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CANDIDA AURIS » Fungus preys on people with 
weak immune systems; nearly half die in 90 days 

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION 

Cultured Candida auris grows in 
a petri dish. The fungus can cause 
life-threatening infections.

Benjamin Netanyahu

Future 
of West 
Bank  
on ballot

JERUSALEM — As Israelis 
get ready to go to the polls Tues-
day, a stark, fateful and long- 
deferred choice has suddenly  
reappeared to confront them 
after Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s unexpected prom-
ise to begin extending sover-
eignty over the West Bank if  he 
is reelected.

Do voters want to make per-
manent their country’s con-
trol over the West Bank and its 
2.6  million Palestinian inhabi-
tants? Or do they want to keep 
alive the possibility that a Pales-
tinian state could be carved out 
there one day?

That question has been made 
newly urgent by Netanyahu, 
who is facing a career-
threatening challenge from a 
unified centrist party headed by 
a team of  former army chiefs. 
His shocking announcement 
about Israeli sovereignty in the 
West Bank appeared to be a last-
ditch effort to rally his right-
wing base and stay in power.

For supporters of  annex-
ation, it is not only this week’s 
vote that is on their minds but 
the U.S. election in 2020: They 
call President Donald Trump’s 
staunch support for Israel 
a “historic opportunity” to 

ISRAEL » Election could 
deliver final blow to 
‘2-state’ peace solution 
By DAVID M. HALBFINGER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Homeland Security chief resigns

WASHINGTON — Kirstjen Niel-
sen, the homeland security secre-
tary, resigned Sunday after meeting 
with President Donald Trump, end-
ing a tumultuous tenure in charge 
of  the border security agency that 
had made her the target of  the presi-

dent’s criticism.
“I have determined that it is the 

right time for me to step aside,” 
Nielsen said in a resignation letter. 
“I hope that the next secretary will 
have the support of  Congress and 
the courts in fixing the laws which 
have impeded our ability to fully se-
cure America’s borders and which 
have contributed to discord in our 
nation’s discourse.”

Nielsen had requested the meet-
ing to plan “a way forward” at the 
border, in part thinking she could 
have a reasoned conversation with 
Trump about the role, according to 

three people familiar with the meet-
ing. She came prepared with a list of  
things that needed to change to im-
prove the relationship with Trump.

Trump in recent weeks had asked 
Nielsen to close the ports of  entry 
along the border and to stop accept-
ing asylum-seekers, which Nielsen 
found ineffective and inappropriate. 
While the 30-minute meeting was 
cordial, Trump was determined to 
ask for her resignation. After the 
meeting, she submitted it.

Trump has ratcheted up his  
anti-immigration message in recent 
months as he seeks to galvanize 

supporters before the 2020 election, 
shutting down the government and 
then declaring a national emer-
gency to secure funding to build a 
border wall, cutting aid to Central 
American countries and repeatedly 
denouncing what he believes is a cri-
sis of  migrants trying to get into the 
country.

He took aim again Sunday night 
after announcing Nielsen’s depar-
ture, tweeting, “Our Country is 
FULL!”

Nielsen’s resignation was effective 

White House insiders say 
Trump pressured Nielsen
to toughen border policies 
By MAGGIE HABERMAN  
AND NOAH WEILAND
NEW YORK TIMES
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Kirstjen  
Nielsen
She hesitated on 
policy to separate 
migrant families, 
then eventually 
signed it anyway.


