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PRISON TIME URGED:  
Prosecutors say ex-House 
speaker Dennis Hastert 
sexually abused teens, 
paid hush money  / B1

INSIDE

PATHWAY 
PROGRESS
SMART officials 
say federal 
environmental 
clearance means 
6.2 miles of new 
construction will 
get underway. 
The action also 
frees up millions 
of dollars 
in potential 
funding.
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SIDE BY SIDE: A cyclist rides on a newly installed bike path along the SMART tracks between Sebastopol Road and Hearn Avenue in Santa Rosa on Friday.

Rail path clears hurdle
SMART TRAIN » Feds give environmental OK to 36 miles 
of bike, pedestrian trail long awaited by cycling advocates  

Faculty 
at SSU 
cheer 
pay deal

Sonoma State University pro-
fessors said Friday that they 
were satisfied and relieved by 
the tentative agreement reached 
between their union and the 
California State University sys-
tem, welcoming a deal that of-
fers significant raises to faculty 
and averts a potentially historic 
strike that threatened to crip-
ple the 23-campus network next 
week.   

The reaction came as CSU 
officials and representatives of  
the 26,000-member California 
Faculty Association unveiled 
terms of  the proposed three-
year contract, which calls for 
a total pay raise of  10.5 percent 
and additional raises linked to 
promotions.

The deal still awaits a vote by 
university trustees and the fac-
ulty union. Still, it was hailed 
Friday by professors, who were 
adamant in their call for pay 
increases after years of  flat 
salaries. They reiterated that 
they were prepared to strike on 
Wednesday without progress 
toward a contract that compen-
sated them for income they gave The Sonoma-Marin Area Rail 

Transit agency has secured 
federal environmental clear-

ance for 36 miles of  a bicycle and 
pedestrian path to be built along the 
tracks where commuter trains are 
set to begin running later this year, 
a decision rail officials trumpet as 
a breakthrough in the long-stalled 
pathway project.

Officials said the go-ahead means 
that 6.2 miles of  previously approved 
pathway construction can get under-
way in the two counties, including 

segments in Santa Rosa and Rohnert 
Park. More broadly, the designa-
tion potentially frees up millions of  
dollars in federal funding SMART 
can seek to use for building more of  
the path.

“This is the fruit of  three very hard 
years of  work,” Farhad Mansourian, 
the rail agency’s general manager, 
said Friday. He said the federal ap-
proval will “dramatically” speed up 
the process of  building the path.

Critics have accused SMART of  
dragging its feet on construction 
of  the pathway, which was a criti-
cal selling point for a quarter-cent 
sales tax approved by voters in 

2008 to pay for commuter rail. Just 
under 10 miles of  pathway has been 
completed or is in the final stages 
of  being finished, leaving long gaps 
along the 43-mile rail line making 
up the first phase of  commuter rail 
from San Rafael to north Santa Rosa. 

But at least now, SMART can’t 
claim that the federal environmental 
review is holding up the pathway 
project, said Gary Helfrich, execu-
tive director of  the Sonoma County 
Bicycle Coalition.

“The one obstacle SMART said 
was in their way of  building the trail 

Trump’s health care ideas bewilder GOP

WASHINGTON — Donald Trump calls for 
“a full repeal of  Obamacare” but says that “ev-
erybody’s got to be covered.” Initially, he liked 
“the mandate,” a central feature of  the Afford-
able Care Act that requires most Americans to 
have insurance or pay a penalty, but he backed 
off that position under fire from conservatives.

He would allow individuals to take tax de-
ductions for insurance premium payments. But 
aides acknowledge that this tax break would not 
be worth much to people whose income is so low 
they pay little or nothing in federal income tax-
es. For them, Trump aides say, there would be 

Medicaid, which the billionaire businessman 
says he would not cut but would turn into a block 
grant to state governments.

This whipsaw of  ideas is 
exasperating Republican ex-
perts on health care, who call 
his proposals an incoherent 
mishmash that could jeop-
ardize coverage for millions 
of  newly insured people. But 
for Trump’s campaign, such 
criticism appears only to bolster the candidate’s 
outsider status. His chief  policy adviser, Sam 
Clovis, said that Trump was running against the 
political establishment in Washington and was JULIE JACOBSON / ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Donald Trump speaks at a campaign 
rally this week in Bethpage, N.Y.

Tentative pact between 
union, CSU system calls 
for total 10.5% pay hike
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Robert 
Vasa
Bishop of the 
Diocese of Santa 
Rosa said Pope 
Francis’ urging of 
compassion and 
empathy does 
not signify an 
“anything-goes 
mentality.”

Pope 
Francis
Document 
issued by pontiff, 
two years in 
the making, 
says Catholics’ 
individual 
consciences 
must guide their 
decisions.

CRUZ AHEAD 
IN COLORADO
Texas senator 
captures bulk of 
GOP delegates in 
caucuses / A2

Santa Rosa Bishop Robert 
Vasa on Friday called Pope 
Francis’ landmark proclama-
tion on marriage, sex and family 
life — titled “Amoris Laetitia,” 
Latin for “The Joy of  Love” — 
an intriguing, engaging, and 
delightfully challenging expres-
sion of  hope for married love. 
But he said it was no end-run 
around existing church doctrine 
on behavior that is “not consis-
tent with the moral law.”

The 264-page exhortation en-

courages church ministers to 
“accompany” those who are out 
of  step with church teachings, 
such as unmarried couples liv-
ing together, same-sex partners 
or divorced and remarried cou-
ples. But Francis does not in any 
way change church doctrine op-
posing such arrangements, Vasa 
noted.

“It does not change any doc-
trine,” he said. “Marriage is still 
very beautifully defined as per-
manent, faithful and directed to 
the generation and upbringing 
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LOCAL RESPONSE » SR bishop says pope’s 
declaration is intriguing but affirms doctrine 

Pope urges church inclusiveness

VATICAN CITY — In a sweep-
ing document on family life that 
opened a door to divorced and 
civilly remarried Catholics, 
Pope Francis insisted Friday 
that church doctrine cannot 
be the final word in answering 
tricky moral questions and that 
Catholics must be guided by 
their own informed consciences.

Francis didn’t create a 
churchwide admission to Com-
munion for divorced and civilly 

remarried Catholics as some 
progressives had wanted. But 
in the document “The Joy of  
Love,” he suggested that bish-
ops and priests could do so on a 
case-by-case basis in what could 
become a significant develop-
ment in church practice.

The pope also strongly upheld 
the church’s opposition to same-
sex marriage.

The document, two years in 
the making and the product of  
an unprecedented canvassing 
of  ordinary Catholics and se-
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MESSAGE » Francis offers hope for divorced 
Catholics, says no to same-sex marriage


