A GIANT’S FRESH START » C.W. Nevius
wonders, does Bonds need a statue? C1

BILKED BY BUILDERS? » 3 contractors
under scrutiny in repair scheme. A3

z

SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2017 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

POTTER VALLEY » FISH, FARMS AT STAKE

Donald Trump

US strike
on Syria
fuels new
doubts

Powerhouse generates
tug of war over water

Beleaguered Syrians
question US president’s
resolve to ease suffering
By KARAM SHOUMALI
AND BEN HUBBARD
NEW YORK TIMES

ISTANBUL — Six years of
war in Syria have ravaged the
life of Ebrahim Abbas, 27.
Abbas, a computer technician, was detained for protesting against the Syrian government, besieged in his hometown
and shot in the stomach, and
watched his brother die in a
shelling attack. He escaped, but
his father, a diabetic, died later
from a lack of
medicine, and
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President Donald Trump’s decision
to launch 59 cruise missiles at a
Syrian air base to punish President Bashar Assad for a chemical weapons attack. It felt good.
“Watching a world power taking revenge for civilians against
the Syrian regime gave me a
surge of hope and made me a bit
optimistic,” Abbas said.
But the attack will not bring
back all that he has lost nor help
him return home soon. In a measure of how entrenched the war
is, there were new airstrikes
Saturday on the town targeted
in the chemical-weapons attack,
with at least one person killed,
according to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights.
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State’s gas tax
push attests to
Brown’s skill
By JONATHAN J. COOPER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Jerry
Brown employed all the tricks
he’s accumulated over a lifetime
in politics to pass one of the largest state tax increases in recent
memory in one frenzied week.
Using a mix of public pressure,
private
ar m-twisting,
a
late-night
meeting at the
governor’s
mansion
and
nearly $1 billion
of pork, Brown
showed the political acumen
Jerry
that’s made him
Brown
California’s longest-serving chief executive.
Brown, who typically prefers
to politick in private, was a very
public campaigner for the deal
he negotiated with fellow Democratic legislative leaders. He
ventured to Concord and Riverside to pressure undecided legislators from those areas, and he
appealed directly to two legislative committees.
A group of contractors and
construction unions underwrote a $1 million ad blitz on
TV and social media. And the
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Water from the Eel River collects at the Van Arsdale Reservoir and flows over the Cape Horn Dam. A percentage of the water is redirected
through a diversion tunnel, at the building in the background, to the Potter Valley Powerhouse and east fork of the Russian River.

Relicensing fight over PG&E project could alter Eel, Russian river flows
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

E

ven the record rainfall that
dowsed the North Coast this
winter, filling reservoirs and
streams, will not be enough to
head off a looming clash over the
water that courses down two of the
region’s largest rivers, the Russian
and the Eel.
Together, they drain a swath of
territory, including cities, forests
and vineyards, that stretches from
central Sonoma County to Fortuna,
in Humboldt County — an area larger than Connecticut.
A key link between the two rivers,
a small powerhouse more than
100 years old, is now the focal point
in a fight over the water that flows
down these rivers. It’s a standoff
with many of the main players in
western water wars — farmers,
environmentalists, water districts
serving urban customers and fishermen. And it raises many of the same
questions: Who benefits and who
loses from water taken for decades
from one river — at over 20 billion
gallons a year — and funneled into
another river?
In this case, it is the Eel River
that has been tapped, its water sent
down a milelong tunnel through a
mountain in Mendocino County, into
a PG&E powerhouse and ultimately

A technician walks Thursday inside the Potter Valley Powerhouse, a hydroelectric plant that releases
water into the east fork of the Russian River, in Potter Valley.
into a fork of Russian River, which
flows down through Sonoma County.
Water drawn from the Eel River sustains Lake Mendocino, the
main source of drinking water for
residents along the Russian River
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“Nobody’s going to get
everything they want.
There is risk on all sides.”
JARED HUFFMAN, North Coast congressman whose

district spans the adjacent watersheds

Questions lingering after cyclist’s death
SEBASTOPOL » Monthslong
probe into bike, truck incident
yet to determine responsibility
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Amy Suyama, 55, shown cycling on Geysers Road, was
killed last year during the Tour de Fuzz charity ride.
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Avid cyclist Amy Suyama died seven
months ago in a crash involving a passing pickup during an organized bicycle
ride, a devastating loss for family and
friends that stoked the worst fears among
legions who take to Sonoma County’s
world-class bike routes.
Those close to Suyama, 55, of Sebastopol and other avid cyclists have been
frustrated with the pace of the CHP in-

FUN WAYS TO CELEBRATE EASTER: Whether it’s
meeting the Easter Bunny or hunting for eggs,
there are oodles of options for families / T1

vestigation into the crash that killed her.
Suyama, a lifelong athlete, was riding behind her boyfriend, Andy Dean of Santa
Rosa. They were three quarters of the
way through the 60-mile Tour de Fuzz,
a charity ride benefiting law enforcement chaplains held Sept. 10 when the
crash occurred on Eastside Road, west of
Windsor.
It was nearly 11 a.m., and hundreds of
cyclists filled the roads that day, spread
out by the ride’s staggered start times.
While investigators initially suspected
Suyama crashed because the oncoming
pickup made an unsafe pass into her
path, a lack of independent witnesses
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