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ADMISSIONS SCANDAL: 
Napa Valley vintner 
Agustin Huneeus joins 
Felicity Huffman, 11 more 
in pleading guilty / A5
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Wine 
values 
decline 
sharply

The value of  U.S. wine exports 
declined by 5 percent last year to 
its lowest level since 2012, in part 
because of  President Trump’s 
trade war with China, the Wine 
Institute said Monday.

American wineries sold 
$1.47  billion of  wine to foreign 
retailers in 2018. The overall vol-
ume also dropped 1.2% to 41.7 
million wine cases, according 
to the institute, the main trade 
group for California vintners. 

California wines comprised 
more than 90 percent of  U.S. ex-
ports, with the premium bottles 
from Napa and Sonoma coun-
ties especially prized in interna-
tional markets.

The European Union remains 
the largest market for U.S. vint-
ners with $469 million in sales 
last year, a 15% drop largely be-
cause of  a strong dollar. It was 
followed by Canada with $448 
million in sales, up 1%.

The trade group said a strong 
U.S. dollar and foreign subsidies 
also played a role in the export 
decrease. The wine sales to Chi-
na were particularly striking 
because there was nearly a 25% 
decrease in value of  American 
wines sold there last year as a 
result of  retaliatory tariffs im-
posed by Beijing in response to 
the Trump administration im-
posing higher taxes for Chinese 
steel and other products.

China represented the 
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More than 90% of US 
exports come from 
California vintners
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A warning sign for motorists put in place by the Sonoma County Department of Transportation and Public Works stands along Occidental Road, 
near Piezzi Road, east of Santa Rosa on Friday. The signs are meant to lower the fatality rate for county crashes.

Signs of dangerous roads
The black and white signs cropping 

up on Sonoma County’s busiest and 
most dangerous roads don’t pull any 

punches. 
“Don’t Kill,” “Don’t Die” and “Slow 

Down,” they say in a sequence of  three 
signs, part of  a campaign to curb the 
aggressive driving officials hold respon-
sible for the carnage and crashes on busy 
county byways.

Among the first routes to get the signs 
was Occidental Road, a straight and 

narrow two-lane road between the west 
edge of  Santa Rosa and Highway 116 that 
motorists tend to use as an alternative to 
Highway 12, which often bogs down near 
Sebastopol.

Two people have died on Occidental 
Road since December, and the CHP fre-
quently patrols it, watching for speeders 
and other traffic violations.

“It’s about our community. We don’t 
want people dying on our roads,” said Jo-
hannes Hoevertsz, director of  the county 
Transportation and Public Works Depart-
ment, who conceived the signs.

The signs are also posted on Bennett 

Valley Road and Madrone Road near Glen 
Ellen, with more to come, he said.

“We’ve got to take our roads back,” 
Hoevertsz said, noting that he’s heard 
complaints about recklessness on the 
roads from residents as well as tourists.

Aggressive behavior includes speeding, 
unsafe passing, running red lights and 
stop signs and failing to yield the right-of-
way to pedestrians and other vehicles, he 
said. Much of  it occurs during the morn-
ing and evening rush hours, often the 
result of  getting up too late and rushing to 

SANTA ROSA » Signs warn motorists to curb speed, aggressive driving
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WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump moved to clear out the 
senior ranks of  the Department of  
Homeland Security on Monday, a 
day after forcing the resignation of  

its secretary, Kirstjen Nielsen, as he 
accelerated a purge of  the nation’s 
immigration and security leader-
ship.

The White House announced the 
departure of  Randolph Alles, direc-
tor of  the Secret Service, who had 
fallen out of  favor with the presi-
dent even before a security breach at 
his Mar-a-Lago club in Florida that 
the agency effectively blamed on 
Trump’s employees.

Government officials, who asked 
not to be identified discussing per-

sonnel changes before they were 
announced, said at least two to four 
more high-ranking figures affiliated 
with Nielsen were expected to leave 
soon, too, hollowing out the top ech-
elon of  the department managing 
border security, presidential safety, 
counterterrorism, natural disasters, 
customs and other matters.

The wave of  departures of  officials 
originally appointed by Trump un-
derscored his growing frustration 
with his own administration’s han-
dling of  immigration and other se-

curity issues. In recent days, Trump 
has threatened to close the south-
western border altogether only to 
back off and give Mexico a one-year 
notice in the face of  warnings about 
deep economic damage from such a 
move.

The shake-up, coming more than 
two years into Trump’s term, indicat-
ed that he is still searching for a team 
that will fulfill his desire for an even 
tougher approach to immigration.  

Trump widens Homeland purge
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President fires director of 
Secret Service; several others 
affiliated with Nielsen to go
By PETER BAKER AND  
MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Trump’s policy 
on asylum 
seekers / A2

 ■ President 
calls Iran’s 
Revolutionary 
Guard terrorist 
organization / A2

 ■ Feds want 
to issue more 
worker visas / A8

Longtime best friends killed in crash

Longtime friends Joey Corda and Nick 
Nunes seemed inseparable, their lives 
entwined as members of  prominent West 
Marin‑Petaluma families with deep roots 
in dairy ranching and agriculture.

Their families had been close for de‑
cades. Although they were 10 years 
apart, Corda and Nunes had similar per‑
sonalities and bonded over deer hunting, 
fishing, barbecues and a love of  family 
and fun. Each were family men with two 

young children, and they lived on neigh‑
boring West Marin ranches.

“They’ve been best friends for quite 
a while now. They’ve known each other 
forever,” said Melissa Thornhill, Nunes’ 
younger sister.

Her 32‑year‑old brother and Corda, 
42, died Friday night in a crash that sent 
shock waves through their large fami‑
lies and the extensive dairy and farming 
communities.

Speed and alcohol were likely factors SARA JANE CORDA

Nick Nunes, left, and Joe Corda shown in a photo 
posted to Sara Jane Corda’s Facebook page Monday. 
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PETALUMA » Families with deep local agriculture, dairy roots 
mourning for pair who loved fishing, barbecues, deer hunting
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