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PG&E won’t appeal $1.6B fine for fatal blast
Record penalty in San Bruno
pipeline explosion; top regulator
eyes possible breakup of utility
By ELLEN KNICKMEYER
ASSOCIATED P RE S S

SAN FRANCISCO — California regulators approved a record
$1.6 billion fine Thursday against
PG&E for a 2010 gas pipeline explosion that killed eight people and
destroyed more than three dozen

homes in San Bruno.
The penalty comes as the state’s
top utility regulator, Public Utilities Commission President Michael
Picker, told the Associated Press he
has called for a larger review into
whether the state’s biggest power
utility should be broken up to improve safety.
Pacific Gas & Electric Co., meanwhile, said it would accept the penalty without appeal and pledged to
make its operations safer. PG&E
CEO Tony Earley also released a
statement, saying the utility was

“deeply sorry” for the explosion.
“The lessons of this tragic event will
not be forgotten,” he said.
Federal investigators blamed both
safety failings by the utility and lax
oversight by state regulators for the
disaster.
The fine was the largest against a
utility in state history, but members
of the commission might not be done
penalizing PG&E. They said the utility has continued to rack up safety citations since the San Bruno blast, and
Picker said he would ask commission
staff to evaluate splitting up PG&E’s

operations, which currently combine
gas and electricity, and serve 9.7 million customers across Northern California and the Central Valley.
“I’m asking the question. We’ll
have to answer it,” Picker said.
He raised the topic during the
meeting in which commissioners
voted 4-0 to impose the $1.6 billion
fine he suggested last month, asking,
“if, indeed, PG&E is failing to establish a safety culture, and we continue
to see more accidents and violations
of safety rules, what are our tools?”

PG&E’S
PENALTY

$850 million:
For gas line safety
improvements
$300 million:
To state’s general
fund
$400 million: In
form of bill credits
$50 million: For
other remedies
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Sonoma County veterans and students, standing to benefit from free bus fare
under Measure A, join in campaign for passage of quarter-cent road-repair levy

Extra push for sales tax

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

Iranian
leader
differs on
nuke deal
Khamenei: Sanctions must
lift upon signing, military
sites off-limits to inspectors
By THOMAS ERDBRINK
and DAVID E. SANGER
NEW YO R K T I M ES

BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

MORE FREE RIDES: Vietnam veteran Eagle Lone Fight, 64, rides a Sonoma County Transit bus from the Veterans Affairs clinic north of Santa Rosa into town
earlier this week. Under Measure A, mainly aimed at funding road repairs, a pilot program providing free fares for vets and college students would be extended.
By ANGELA HART
THE P RE S S D E MO C RAT

A

s a coalition of seasoned campaign strategists
and powerful political groups in Sonoma County
mount their campaign in support of a sales tax
measure to boost local road repair, a smaller corps
of advocates, including military veterans and college
students, is making its own push for the tax increase, to
pave the way for free bus fare for its ranks.
The veterans and college students — an unlikely
political alliance — are seeking to marshal voters for
the June 2 election and secure the simple majority
needed to pass the countywide quarter-cent sales tax
increase.
With light voter turnout expected in the off-year, sum-

mer election, the parallel campaigns could prove pivotal
to the fate of the tax proposal, dubbed Measure A.
“This is going to be such a dreadfully low voter
turnout, so this could help draw people out, particularly with the Santa Rosa Junior College constituency, because it’s a much larger number of students,”
said David McCuan, a Sonoma State University
political scientist. “The biggest questions are whether
they can raise enough in terms of resources and how
strong their opposition is.”
The benefit of the sales tax increase for veterans
and college students is clear.
Sonoma County supervisors, who placed the fiveyear sales-tax initiative on the ballot, said they intend
to use up to 10 percent of the $20 million in anticipatTURN TO TAX, PAGE A5

SALES TAX RATES
Jurisdiction % Tax
Cotati
9.25
Sebastopol
9.00
Sonoma
8.75
Santa Rosa
8.75
Rohnert Park
8.75
Healdsburg
8.75
Windsor
8.25
Petaluma
8.25
Cloverdale
8.25
Unincorporated
Sonoma County 8.25
Source: State Board
of Equalization

Rubio, once Bush protege, now campaign rival
Dueling
presidential
bids by
longtime
collaborators
roil Florida’s
political
landscape

By MICHAEL BARBARO
N E W YO RK T I ME S

MIAMI — As Marco Rubio debated
whether to run for the U.S. Senate in
2010, he made a pledge steeped in loyalty and deference: He would never challenge his political mentor, Jeb Bush, if
the former Florida governor wanted the
job himself.
This time around, Rubio is not asking
for permission.
When Rubio officially enters the pres-

idential campaign here Monday, upstaging Bush in his own backyard, it will
signal a decisive, Shakespearean turn in
a 15-year relationship so close, personal
and enduring that friends describe the
two men as almost family.
It is a bond that has stretched from
Miami to Washington, punctuated by
late-night telephone consultations, fueled by mutual enemies and fixated on
reinvigorating conservatism with big
ideas, according to dozens of interviews.
TURN TO RIVAL, PAGE A5

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s supreme leader Thursday challenged two of the United States’
bedrock principles in the nuclear
negotiations, declaring that all
economic sanctions would have
to be lifted on the day any final
agreement is signed and that
military sites would be strictly
off-limits to foreign inspectors.
The assertions by the leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, could be
tactical, intended to give both the
negotiators and himself some political space to get Iran’s hard-liners accustomed to the framework
of the nuclear deal reached a
week ago with the United States
and other world powers.
But they sharply illustrated the difficult hurdles that lie
ahead as Secretary of State
John Kerry and a large team of
diplomats, energy experts and
intelligence officials try to reach
a June 30 deadline that would assure that Iran could not race for a
bomb for at least a decade — and
TURN TO IRANIAN, PAGE A5
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Florida Republicans Jeb Bush,
left, and Marco Rubio both have
2016 presidential aspirations.
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