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US to Russia: Pull back aid
SYRIA AIRSTRIKE » Trump administration poised
to pressure Putin to withdraw support for Assad
By CAROL MORELLO
WASHINGTON POST

Officials in the Trump administration on Sunday demanded
Russia stop supporting the Syrian government or face a further
deterioration in its relations
with the United States.
Signaling the focus of talks
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson will have in Moscow later
this week, officials said Russia,
in propping up Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, bears at
least partial responsibility for
Wednesday’s poison gas attack
on villagers in Idlib province.
“I hope Russia is thinking

carefully about its continued
alliance with Bashar al-Assad,
because every time one of these
horrific attacks occurs, it draws
Russia closer into some level of
responsibility,” Tillerson said
on ABC’s “This Week.”
Although officials acknowledged that they have seen no
evidence directly linking Russia
to the attacks, the top national security adviser, Army Lt.
Gen. H.R. McMaster, said Russia should be pressed to answer
what it knew ahead of the chemical attack since it has placed
warplanes and air defense systems with associated troops in
Syria since 2015.

“I think what we should do
is ask Russia, how could it be,
if you have advisers at that airfield, that you didn’t know that
the Syrian air force was preparing and executing a mass
murder attack with chemical
weapons,” McMaster said on
Fox News.
The timing of the comments,
with Tillerson heading soon to
Moscow, signaled the administration’s intent to pressure
Russia to step away from Assad,
who is supported by the Kremlin with military aid and diplomatic cover.
The fallout from the Syrian
regime’s use of chemical weapons on civilians, plus the U.S.
missile strike that came in reTURN TO SYRIA » PAGE A5
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U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson steps off his plane at Pisa Military
Airport in Pisa, Italy, on Sunday.
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One of several sites that Sonoma County is looking to put homes on is the old and vacant Sonoma County Water Agency headquarters on West
College Avenue in Santa Rosa. Early estimates figure that 200 housing units can be built on the site.

Amid housing crisis, officials see public properties as ideal places to build
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

F

our publicly owned properties around Santa Rosa
could be dramatically
reshaped over the next several
years by a push to create large
numbers of new homes, apartments and condominiums
and chip away at the region’s
housing crisis.
Sonoma County officials
could soon move forward on
efforts to build housing at

the site of the county Water
Agency’s former headquarters on West College Avenue,
where early estimates indicate
as many as 200 units could be
constructed.
Any progress there this
year would come in addition to
plans already underway to sell
82 acres of county-owned land
off Chanate Road to a housing
developer, as well as a separate
project to build units on part of
a Sebastopol Road site owned
by the county’s Community

Development Commission.
Further down the line, county officials envision building
housing on part of their northern Santa Rosa administrative
complex, which is considered
too old and spread out to meet
current demands. They also
may someday develop units at
the site of the old Los Guilicos
juvenile hall off Highway 12
in Sonoma Valley, but officials
have yet to seriously move forward with any plans there.
Aside from Los Guilicos, the

other four Santa Rosa sites
could anchor some 1,375 units
by 2022.
While that amount would
mark a major effort by the
county to expand the tight
local housing market, it would
not come close to matching the
pace from the boom years before the most recent recession,
when builders added nearly
18,000 houses, apartments and
condominiums in the county
TURN TO HOUSING » PAGE A2

By ADAM LIPTAK
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Viewed
one way, Judge Neil Gorsuch’s
confirmation will not do much
to change the dynamics of the
Supreme Court. His appointment is a one-for-one swap, a
conservative replacement for
another conservative.
But there is a more instructive

way to think about what Gorsuch’s impact will be after he is
sworn in today. It is to consider
how the court would have been
reshaped by President Barack
Obama’s pick for the same seat,
Judge Merrick Garland.
The answer shows just how
polarized the Supreme Court
has become. The titanic struggle
over who would replace Justice
Antonin Scalia was nothing if
not partisan, and for good reason — the Supreme Court is just
as divided as the rest of the nation.
Had Garland replaced Scalia,

the court would have immediately shifted to the left. A majority of its members would have
been Democratic appointees for
the first time in almost 50 years.
And, in a shift in recent years,
partisan affiliation has become
a very strong predictor of voting
trends for all its members.
All four of the court’s current
Republican appointees are more
conservative than all four of
the Democratic ones, and that
familiar dynamic seems very
likely to hold when Gorsuch
TURN TO GORSUCH » PAGE A2

TURN TO EGYPT » PAGE A2

INSIDE
SPOUSE AND MENTOR:

Obama’s lost high-court legacy
Gorsuch swearing-in
puts spotlight on shifting
US judicial system

TANTA, Egypt — Rattling a
country already wrestling with
a faltering economy and deepening political malaise, two suicide bombings that killed 44 people at Coptic churches in Egypt
on Palm Sunday raised the
specter of increased sectarian
bloodshed led by Islamic State
militants.
The attacks constituted one
of the deadliest days of violence
against Christians in Egypt in
decades and presented a challenge to the authority of the
country’s leader, President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, who promptly declared a three-month state
of emergency.
Security is the central promise of el-Sissi, a strongman
leader who returned on Friday
from a triumphant visit to the
United States, where President
Donald Trump hailed him as a
bulwark against Islamist violence. Trump made it clear that
he was willing to overlook the
record of mass detention, torture and extrajudicial killings
during el-Sissi’s rule in favor
of his ability to combat the Islamic State and defend minority
Christians.
On Sunday, el-Sissi found
himself back on the defensive,
deploying troops to protect
churches across the country
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Supreme Court Justice nominee
Neil Gorsuch prepares to testify
on Capitol Hill in Washington on
March 22.
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