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NOTE TO READERS
TV LISTING CHANGE:  Our daily TV guide 
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NO MATCH  
FOR GODLEY »  
Giants fall to 
Diamondbacks, 
earning just one 
run in the eighth 
inning.   B1

DILLON BEACH 
GETS SOLD »  
New owners 
want ‘business as 
usual’ at popular 
Marin County 
stretch.   A3

Santa Rosa high school students may soon 
have to complete college-prep classes to earn 
a diploma.

Santa Rosa City Schools is reviving a contro-
versial push to require all students take courses 
needed to get into the state’s public universities 
instead of  the regular classes now needed to grad-
uate.

The move would do away with the current 
two-track system that guides students into either 
a university-bound course load or classes that 
would qualify them for vocational and communi-
ty college. Several other Bay Area districts have 
made similar changes in recent years, with posi-
tive impacts on their graduation rates.

The proposal is scheduled to come before the 
board Wednesday for a potential vote.   

PHOTOS BY BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Marlene Olivares, 17, left, and Salvador Ochoa, 17, observe and record scientific observations about zebrafish on Monday during Academic  
Biology class at Elsie Allen High School in Santa Rosa.

Pressing for college prep

Renewed push may make advanced courses necessary for graduation
By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Julio Reyes records observations about zebrafish during his Academic Biology class.

County 
agrees 
to delay 
eviction

Sonoma County leaders have 
agreed not to shut down the 
large homeless encampment 
behind a southwest Santa Rosa 
Dollar Tree store until next 
Thursday, following a federal 
lawsuit from advocates trying to 
delay the move.

A county lawyer had offered 
the new April 19 date — more 
than two weeks later than orig-
inally planned — in a memo Fri-
day to U.S. District Judge Vince 
Chhabria, who at a hearing in 
San Francisco the day before 
had directed county housing 
officials to consider postponing 
the closure of  the Roseland tent 
village by three weeks. 

In an order issued Saturday, 
Chhabria said a “strong argu-
ment” exists that the govern-
ment is constitutionally barred 
from enforcing anti-camping 
laws on homeless people “when 
it has no shelter available for 
them.” But he also said it is 
“likely wrong” to assume gov-
ernments can just offer tempo-
rary shelter beds to encamp-
ment residents, noting attention 
must also be paid to “the ade-
quacy of  conditions in the shel-
ters.”

“...(T)he government has 
made adequate shelter options 
available to encampment resi-
dents — options more humane 
and responsive to the needs 
of  homeless people than the 
stereotypical warehouse floor 
strewn with hundreds of  cots,” 
Chhabria wrote in his order. 
“The record further suggests 
that, although many residents 
have accepted placement in a 
temporary shelter, at least some 
are unwilling to entertain this 
option, even when the govern-

Roseland tent village 
residents now have until 
April 19 to vacate site
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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President Trump talks of retaliation beyond Syria
WASHINGTON — President Donald 

Trump said Monday that he might seek to 
hold accountable not just Syria but its pa-
trons in Russia and Iran for a chemical weap-
ons attack that killed dozens of  people out-
side Damascus over the weekend, a move that 
could widen a geopolitical conflict already 
roiling the Middle East.

Trump, who met with senior military of-

ficers and national security officials into the 
evening Monday, seemed poised to order an 
airstrike against Syria that could be carried 
out as early as Tuesday. Less clear was how 
he would act on his stated intent to make 
Syria’s allies “pay a price” for enabling the 
massacre without risking a perilous cycle of  
escalation.

“If  it’s Russia, if  it’s Syria, if  it’s Iran, if  it’s 
all of  them together, we’ll figure it out, and 
we’ll know the answers quite soon,” he told 
reporters at the opening of  a Cabinet meet-

ing. “So we’re looking at that very strongly 
and very seriously.”

Trump has sought to forge a friendship 
with President Vladimir Putin of  Russia, but 
he suggested that the Kremlin leader, who has 
troops in Syria propping up the government 
of  President Bashar Assad, bears responsibil-
ity as well. “He may and if  he does it’s going 
to be very tough, very tough,” Trump said. 
“Everybody’s going to pay a price. He will, ev-

By PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES
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INSIDE
 ■ Iran-Israel  

conflict escalates 
in shadow of 
Syrian civil war.

 ■More details 
emerge in 2012 
attack that killed  
reporter in Syria.
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SMART lands Larkspur funding

The extension of  the Sono-
ma-Marin Area Rail Transit line 
from San Rafael to the ferry ter-
minal at Larkspur was awarded 
a key federal grant Monday, a  

$22.5 million check that will help 
make the line more accessible for 
both commuters and Bay Area 
tourists. 

The Federal Transit Adminis-
tration grant virtually assures 
that the 2.1-mile section already 
under construction will have the 

$55.4 million needed to complete 
the job, now envisioned for the 
end of  2019. 

While Congress set aside the 
funds in 2016, allocation of  the 
money by the federal transporta-
tion bureaucracies was never as-
sured, so the decision to release 
the funds was a huge relief  and 
represents a significant accom-

LONG-AWAITED EXTENSION » Rail agency’s $22.5M 
grant will go toward connection to ferry terminal 
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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A SMART train 
pulls into a  
Petaluma 
station.  A grant 
allocated to 
SMART will 
go toward a 
long-awaited 
rail extension.
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