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SSU student fights off flesh-eating disease

Before 2019 was one week old, Dez 
Del Barba had embarked on an ad-
venture, one that mirrored the path 
previously traveled by his mother and 
several relatives.

The Stockton native was 21 years 
old, a senior at Sonoma State Univer-
sity, just months from completing his 
bachelor’s degree in business man-
agement.

But on Jan. 7, he was on his way to 

the U.S. Army post at Fort Benning in 
Georgia, ready for basic training as a 
prelude to a possible career in the mil-
itary.

College graduation could wait, he 
figured. He could wait a year, and then 
he would get to receive his diploma on 
the same day as his girlfriend, Jules 
Ruiz, who is a junior at Sonoma State.

“I had a few reservations before he 
went,” Ruiz recalled last week. “Per-
sonally, if  I was in his shoes, I would 
want to finish my degree first. I told 
him that. But I was supportive of  the 

choice he made at the time.”
It was one month after his arrival 

at Fort Benning, beginning with what 
seemed like an innocent sore throat 
on Feb. 7, that Dez Del Barba’s basic 
training was replaced by something 
much more basic — an exhausting 
and prolonged fight for survival.

It wasn’t until Feb. 11 that Del Barba 
began receiving proper medical treat-
ment, and by then the A Streptococ-
cus bacteria he first had been afflicted  GOFUNDME

Dez Del Barba gives the “hang loose,” or shaka, 
gesture from a hospital bed.

By ROGER PHILLIPS
STOCKTON RECORD
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Families may again be split up

WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration is con-
sidering a revised version of  
its family separation tactic to 
cope with an influx of  migrants 
at the U.S.-Mexico border that 

would force parents to choose 
whether to remain detained as 
a family or agree to a separa-
tion to keep their children out 
of  custody, according to Trump 
officials.

The administration weighed 
the new policy as President 
Donald Trump insisted that he 
has no plans to separate fami-
lies, falsely claimed that Pres-
ident Barack Obama carried 
out the same plan and main-
tained that his decision to halt 
the practice last year was the 

reason so many Central Amer-
icans have been coming to the 
United States.

“We’re not looking to do that 
now,” the president told report-
ers in the Oval Office, when 
asked to respond to reports that 
the White House is planning to 
separate families again. “But it 
brings a lot more people to the 
border when you don’t do it.”

Administration officials said 
Tuesday that while a return to 
the previous family separation 
tactic, known as “zero toler-

ance,” is not in the works, the 
White House is considering a 
“binary choice” policy, which 
would give parents the option 
of  remaining in detention with 
their children or allowing their 
children to be separated and 
placed with another caregiver.

Trump’s comments came 
amid growing concerns among 
Senate Republicans about the 
shake-up at the Department of  
Homeland Security, with the 
ouster of  Secretary Kirstjen 
Nielsen, the rescission of  Ron-

ald Vitiello’s nomination to be 
director of  Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement and the 
departure of  U.S. Secret Ser-
vice Director Randolph “Tex” 
Alles. Alles and Vitiello report-
ed to Nielsen.

Claire Grady, the DHS acting 
deputy secretary, was forced out 
Tuesday as well — her remov-
al a necessary administrative 
step for U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection Commissioner  

Feds may offer migrants 
choice to be locked up 
with kids or separated
By NICK MIROFF, JOSH 
DAWSEY AND RACHAEL BADE
WASHINGTON POST

TURN TO FAMILIES » PAGE A2

SRJC 
advances 
student 
housing

Santa Rosa Junior College 
will take its largest leap ever 
into the North Bay’s competi-
tive housing market with a plan 
to provide on-campus student 
housing at affordable rates as 
soon as the fall semester of  2022.

The $42 million, five-story 
development bid approved by 
SRJC trustees on Tuesday rep-
resents an unusual step in the 
world of  community colleges — 
just 1 in 4 of  which offer on-cam-
pus housing, according to the 
American Association of  Com-
munity Colleges.

The project, slated for the 
corner of  Elliot Avenue and 
Armory Drive, next to Highway 
101, will have capacity for up to 
360 students, with rents ranging 
from $750 for a traditional dou-
ble room up to $1,175 for single 
occupancy in a four-bedroom 
apartment.

The 101-year-old college has 
offered on-campus housing 
before — but nothing on the 
scale of  the apartment- and 
dorm-style housing envisioned 
in the new development, which 
officials said would enliven the 
Mendocino Avenue campus be-
yond normal instruction hours. 
It comes as enrollment contin-
ues to decline — a trend exac-
erbated by the 2017 fires — and 
as students struggle to compete 
for the area’s scarce, affordable 
rentals. Some have been forced 
to commute from as far away 
as Ukiah, 60 miles to the north, 
said President Frank Chong.    

“SRJC is more to our com-
munity than just a college,” 
Chong said. “We aim to support 
students, even outside the class-

College plans opening of 
360 affordable-rate units 
as soon as fall 2022
By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Sonoma State University senior Morganne Schmidt gives out water one bottle at a time to SSU students Tuesday at the student center. A 
malfunctioning water system prompted school officials to urge students to drink bottled or boiled water until the problem is alleviated.  

Tap water off-limits
SONOMA STATE » Faulty system prompts warning to campus

For the second straight day Tues-
day, Sonoma State University warned  
more than 11,000 students, faculty and staff 
not to drink or cook with tap water, unless 
it is boiled first, due to potential sediment 
contamination from campus wells.

The university distributed thousands of  
bottles of  water across the Rohnert Park 
campus and urged people to use hand san-
itizer after washing in tap water until test 
results could determine whether the water 
is safe.

SSU officials hope to lift the water adviso-
ry Wednesday, university spokesman Paul 
Gullixson said.

A university official notified the state wa-
ter quality regulators of  a potential prob-
lem with the tap water on Sunday morning 

— more than 24 hours before SSU warned 
the campus about the issue, emails show.

The public warning, contained in an 
email sent to students, faculty and staff at 
10:53 a.m. Monday morning, was required 
by the state Water Resources Control 
Board out of  “an abundance of  caution,” 
the notification stated.

“Due to an unanticipated drop in water 
pressure in our well-fed water system, Fa-
cilities Management is required to advise 
those on campus to use bottled water or 
boiled tap water for drinking and cooking 
purposes,” the notification stated.

The university hasn’t received any “con-
firmed reports” of  students getting sick 
from drinking the water, Gullixson said. 

“We have no reason to believe there’s any 
safety risk in the water,” Gullixson said. “If  
anything, the concern could be there could 
be some sediment in the water, like grains 

of  sand or something.”
Some students said they were upset with 

the way the university handled the notifi-
cation.

SSU student Madison Hughes, who lives 
on campus at the Sauvignon Village com-
plex, said she didn’t immediately see the 
email sent by campus officials. She wishes 
the university had used its emergency-no-
tification system to text or call students, 
and she thinks information in follow-up 
emails sent to students Monday and Tues-
day hasn’t been clear.

“The sources from campus are saying 
it’s fine to wash your hands and shower, 
but at the same time they’re saying make 
sure to use hand sanitizer,” she said. “It’s 
confusing and kind of  scary.” 

Gullixson said campus officials didn’t 

By ANDREW BEALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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