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WARRIORS AIM FOR 3 TITLES IN A ROW »  
Golden State will open the playoffs 
Saturday against the Clippers.   C1

WATER DEEMED SAFE AT SONOMA STATE »  
University officials say state authorizes 
ending boil order over contamination. A3

TAKING OVER  
PEDERSEN’S SPACE »  
Brothers behind 
Mark Thomas 
Home poised  
to open furniture 
store in SR.   A3

Barr echoes Trump claim of 2016 ‘spying’

WASHINGTON — Attorney Gen-
eral William Barr said Wednesday 
he thought “spying” on a political 
campaign occurred in the course of  
intelligence agencies’ investigations 
into Russian interference in the 2016 
election — a startling assertion by the 
nation’s top law enforcement official.

Barr’s surprising comments echo 
attacks President Donald Trump has 
made against the FBI, and though the 

attorney general later made 
clear he was concerned 
about the legal basis for 
surveilling political figures, 
his words provide fresh am-
munition to those who have 
branded the Russia investi-
gation an illegitimate attempt to de-
rail Trump’s presidency.

At a hearing before the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee, Barr was 
asked about his statement a day ear-
lier that he would review how the FBI 
launched the counterintelligence in-
vestigation that sought to determine 

whether Trump’s associ-
ates were interacting with 
Russians during the 2016 
presidential campaign.

“I think spying on a polit-
ical campaign is a big deal. 
It’s a big deal,” said Barr, 

noting that there are long-held rules 
to prevent intelligence agencies from 
collecting information on domestic 
political figures.

“I’m not suggesting that those 
rules were violated, but I think it’s 
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Attorney General William Barr speaks Wednesday be-
fore a Senate Appropriations subcommittee to make 
his Justice Department budget request in Washington. 

By DEVLIN BARRETT  
AND KAROUN DEMIRJIAN
WASHINGTON POST
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SEEING TRUMP’S  
TAX RETURNS
Treasury Department 
declines House 
request, setting up 
legal battle / B3

The 28,000 people in the Bay 
Area scattered in emergency 
shelters, temporary housing 
and on the streets make it the 
third-largest homeless popula-
tion in the nation, behind New 
York City and Los Angeles, ac-
cording to a 
report released 
Wednesday by 
the Bay Area 
Council Eco-
nomic Insti-
tute. 

Nearly 70%  
of  the nine- 
county region’s 
homeless popu-
lation is unshel-
tered — mean-
ing they’re 
living on the 
streets, in cars 
or tents —  a 
number that’s 
much higher 
than homeless 
in Washington, 
D.C., Boston 
and New York 
City. 

The high 
level of  unshel-
tered homeless 
in the region 
compared with other major 
U.S. cities makes the Bay Ar-
ea’s homeless the most visible 
in the country. The report also 
described the severity of  home-
lessness in this area as the worst 
nationwide. 

The 40-page report found 
that it would take an estimated 
$12.7  billion to build permanent 
housing for each homeless per-
son in the Bay Area.
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Chandra Mendez restocks wine labels as bottles od pinot noir at Martin Ray Winery move on a new bottling and packaging line Wednesday near 
Graton. The winery bought and installed four tanks in the middle of last year’s harvest to handle the excess capacity.

Grape crop value soars 
NORTH COAST » Record $2 billion haul for 2018 harvest  
propelled by expensive varietals in Sonoma and Napa counties

Bay Area 
has most 
visible 
homeless

North Coast wine grape 
growers hauled in a 
record $2 billion crop 

during the 2018 harvest as pric-
es and yields climbed to unprec-
edented levels, continuing the 
steady growth the local wine 
industry has experienced since 
the Great Recession that began 
in late 2007, according to the 
annual California grape harvest 
report released Wednesday.

Farmworkers picked an all-
time high 588,864 tons of  grapes 
— a 26% increase from 2017 
— from vineyards in Sonoma, 
Napa, Mendocino and Lake 

counties during harvest, which 
started in August and ended in 
November.

The average price of  grapes 
from the four-county region 
also set a record of  $3,427 per 
ton, a 0.4% increase from the 
previous year, according to the 
report from the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Agriculture.

The wine grape market was 
driven again by price increases 
in the premium vineyards of  
Napa and Sonoma counties, 
which both have seen strong 
pricing growth over the past 
eight years. The average price 
per ton in Napa County was 

REPORT » Sonoma 
County rated 4th-largest 
population on the streets
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Silva Gonzalez, left, and Juan Moreno rake trimmed vineyard debris 
Wednesday at a Syar vineyard in Healdsburg. North Coast farmworkers 
picked an all-time high 588,864 tons of grapes during harvest.

HOMELESS 
IN BAY AREA
In 2017, roughly 
28,200 people 
were estimated 
to be homeless 
across the nine 
Bay Area coun-
ties, with 70% in 
three counties.
1. Santa Clara: 26%
2. San Francisco: 
24%
3. Alameda: 20% 
4. Sonoma: 10%
5. Contra Costa: 6%
6. San Mateo: 4%
7. Solano: 4%
8. Marin: 4%
9. Napa: 1%
Source: Bay Area 
Council Economic 
Institute 

County releases Lopez records

The Sonoma County Sheriff’s Of-
fice has released its first set of  inter-
nal records under California’s new 
police transparency law, including 
documents from the agency’s inves-
tigation into the fatal 2013 shooting 

of  13-year-old Andy Lopez by a vet-
eran deputy. 

The records provide a new window 
into how law enforcement agencies 
conduct inquiries into deadly shoot-
ings and misconduct. The files made 
public by the County Counsel’s Office 
Wednesday include internal reports 
on the Lopez shooting and four other 
cases: a correctional deputy’s sexu-
al encounters with a jail inmate; the 
2016 nonfatal shooting of  a man hold-
ing a bicycle lock in Windsor; a two-
day standoff in 2014 in Kenwood that 

ended with the suspect killing him-
self; and a case where a deputy was 
found to have lied to his supervisors.

Sheriff Mark Essick said his office 
released the records to The Press 
Democrat — a first-of-its-kind dis-
closure for the county — to comply 
with California’s new police trans-
parency law. He believes the records 
will show how the department holds 
its employees accountable.  

“The most important thing I want 
people to know is that we do quality 
work when it comes to investigating 

complaints and investigating our 
own,” Essick said.

The investigations made pub-
lic Wednesday are administrative 
reviews conducted to determine 
whether employees followed depart-
ment policies. They do not focus on 
questions of  criminal law. 

In the Lopez shooting, the Sheriff’s 
Office found that then-Deputy Erick 
Gelhaus had followed department pro-
tocols governing use of  deadly force.

Internal reports on 
shootings, misconduct first 
disclosures under new law
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Mark 
Essick
Sonoma County 
sheriff released the 
records to comply 
with state law.


