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SIMPLE, YET COMPLICATED: Recently retired 
Montgomery basketball coach Tom Fitchie 
tough to categorize, Bob Padecky says / C1
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A WINE LABEL 
ALL THEIR OWN

New line of wines bottled 
for Oliver’s Markets joins growing 
segment of custom production 
for retailers Business

2015 GUIDE TO SUMMER CAMPS 
Offerings include activities for every interest Special Section

Willing buyers, 
few homes for sale

BEHIND THE  
SHORTAGE
CONSTRUCTION 
ALL BUT HALTED:  
Only 251 building 
permits were issued in 
Sonoma County in 2014, 
the fewest in 45 years.
DISTRESSED 
SALES DRY UP:  
Supply of foreclosed 
and short-sale homes 
depleted.
WORRIES OVER 
BUYING ANOTHER:  
Some hesitate to list 
homes out of fear they 
won’t be able to find a 
replacement property. 
CONVERSION 
TO RENTALS:  
With county’s rental 
shortage, some 
homeowners who move 
are renting out their 
existing homes.
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HOUSE HUNTING: John Duran of Coldwell Banker, right, talks with clients Debra and John Franzman on Saturday at a property on Porter Creek Road northeast 
of Santa Rosa. Recently, the Franzmans were among 18 bidders for a Santa Rosa home, with their offer of $31,000 over the asking price rejected.

Why aren’t there more houses for sale in 
Sonoma County?

It is a question homebuyers find 
themselves asking these days, with new listings 
at their lowest levels in six years.

The answer involves a combination of  forces 
that are shaping the local housing market. 
Virtually no new homes are being built in the 
county. A glut of  foreclosure properties left 
from the recession has been gobbled up by an 
influx of  hungry buyers. And frequent bidding 
wars are intimidating many potential sellers 
from looking for a new home to buy, keeping 
them in their current home.

With inventory so tight, today’s hesitant 
homeowners aren’t likely worried about selling 
their properties. Rather, the bidding wars seem 
to generate fear that the owners who sell won’t 
be able to obtain a suitable replacement.

SALES STRATEGY: Debra Franzman checks out a bedroom during 
Saturday’s tour of the Porter Creek Road property. The Franzmans are 
opting to wait until they complete a sales agreement on a new house 
before they put their existing Santa Rosa home on the market. 

HOUSING SQUEEZE

Sonoma County residential real estate listings at 6-year low
By ROBERT DIGITALE

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO HOMES, PAGE A13

“It’s musical chairs. No one wants to be left with nowhere to sit.”
TAMMRA BORRALL, a real estate agent with Pacific Union 

and Christie’s International in Santa Rosa

State 
looks to 
sea for 
water

CARLSBAD — Every time 
drought strikes California, the 
people of  this state cannot help 
noticing the substantial reser-
voir of  untapped water lapping 
at their shores — 187 quintillion 
gallons of  it, more or less, shim-
mering so invitingly in the sun.

Now, for the first time, a ma-
jor California metropolis is on 
the verge of  turning the Pacific 
Ocean into an everyday source 
of  drinking water. A $1 billion 
desalination plant to supply 
booming San Diego County is 
under construction in Carlsbad 
and due to open as early as No-
vember, providing a major test 
of  whether California cities will 
be able to resort to the ocean to 
solve their water woes.

Across the Sun Belt, a tech-
nology once dismissed as too 
expensive and harmful to the 
environment is getting a second 
look. Texas, facing persistent 
dry conditions and a population 
influx, may build several ocean 
desalination plants. Florida has 
one operating already and may 
be forced to build others as a ris-
ing sea invades the state’s fresh-
water supplies.

In California, small desalina-
tion plants are up and running 
in a handful of  towns. Plans are 
far along for a large plant in 
Huntington Beach that would 
supply water to populous Or-
ange County. A mothballed 
plant in Santa Barbara may 
soon be reactivated. And more 
than a dozen communities along 
the California coast are study-
ing the issue.

The facility being built in 
Carlsbad will be the largest 
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By JUSTIN GILLIS
NEW YORK TIMES

Desalination plants coming 
back in favor amid cost, 
environmental concerns

More of lives 
being lived 
on camera

Science fiction writer David 
Brin calls it “a tsunami of lights” 
— a future where tiny cameras 
are everywhere, lighting up ev-
erything we do and even predict-
ing what we’ll do next.

Unlike George Orwell’s novel 
“1984,” where only Big Brother 
controlled the cameras, in 2015, 
cheap, mobile technology has 
turned everyone into a watcher.

A snowboarder with a GoPro 
can post a YouTube video of  a 
friend’s 540-degree McTwist in 
the halfpipe. But also — as hap-
pened recently — a Penn State 
fraternity can upload Facebook 
photos of  partially naked, sleep-
ing college women.

A San Jose homeowner cow-
ers behind a locked door while 
she watches an intruder stroll 
through her home on a surveil-
lance video. A man launches 
a drone to spy on his neighbor 
tanning by her pool. Pet owners 
monitor their dogs.

With each technological ad-
vance, more of our lives, from the 
humdrum to the hyper-dramatic, 
is being caught on camera.

By TRACEY LIEN
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Obama-Castro talk ‘candid and fruitful’

PANAMA CITY — President Barack 
Obama and President Raúl Castro of  
Cuba met here Saturday in the first face-
to-face discussion between the leaders of  
the two countries in a half-century.

Seated beside Castro in a small room in 
the convention center downtown where 
the Summit of the Americas was being 

held, Obama called it a “historic meeting.”
However, at a news conference wrap-

ping up the summit, Obama also said that 
key steps in the normalization process 
would not be completed rapidly. He also 
said he was not yet ready to announce 
a final decision — now widely expected 
— on removing Cuba from the United 
States’ list of  state sponsors of  terrorism.

But he said the conversation with Cas-
tro had been “candid and fruitful,” and 
he was “cautiously optimistic” that the 
relationship between the countries was 
headed in a new direction.

And he said he had concluded that the 
best way to address the United States’ 
disagreements with Cuba and other 

PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS / Associated Press

Cuban President Raúl Castro shakes hands with 
President Barack Obama on Saturday during the 
Summit of the Americas in Panama City, Panama.TURN TO CUBA, PAGE A13

First meeting of nations’ leaders 
in half-century a key step 

in thaw in US-Cuba relations

By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
and RANDAL C. ARCHIBOLD

NEW YORK TIMES


