
z

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 2017 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

BASKING IN BRUNCH » Celebrate return of fresh 
ingredients with a springtime feast.   D1

A PANTHER ONCE MORE » Santa Rosa High School  
rehires Ponce as varsity football coach.   C1

SANTA ROSA
High 60, Low 44
THE WEATHER, C8

Business B8
Classified D6
Comics B6

Crossword B5
Crimebeat A3
Editorial A8

Lotto A2
Movies D4
Nation-World B1

Obituaries B3
State news A7
TV B7

NATIONAL DISPATCHERS WEEK:  Take a look 
into the world of local dispatchers’ unsung 
work in the emergency response system / A3

©2017 
The Press 
Democrat

US accuses Russia of cover-up

INSIDE
 ■ Spicer apologizes 

for Hitler, Assad 
comparison / B1

Court 
let FBI 
monitor 
Page

The FBI obtained a secret 
court order last summer to mon-
itor the communications of  an 
adviser to presidential candidate 
Donald Trump, part of  an inves-
tigation into possible links be-
tween Russia and the campaign, 
law enforcement and other U.S. 

officials said.
The FBI and 

the Justice 
D e p a r t m e n t 
obtained the 
warrant tar-
geting Carter 
Page’s commu-
nications after 
convincing a 
Foreign Intelli-
gence Surveil-

lance Court judge that there was 
probable cause to believe Page 
was acting as an agent of  a for-
eign power, in this case, Russia, 
according to the officials.

This is the clearest evidence 
so far that the FBI had reason 
to believe during the 2016 presi-
dential campaign that a Trump 
campaign adviser was in touch 
with Russian agents. Such con-
tacts are now at the center of  an 
investigation into whether the 
campaign coordinated with the 
Russian government to swing 
the election in Trump’s favor.

Page has not been accused 
of  any crimes, and it is unclear 
whether the Justice Department 
might later seek charges against 
him or others in connection 
with Russia’s meddling in the 

WASHINGTON — The White 
House accused Russia on Tuesday 
of  engaging in a cover-up of  the Syr-
ian government’s role in a chemical 
weapons attack last week, saying 
that United States intelligence had 
confirmed that the Assad regime 

used sarin gas on its own people.
A four-page report drawn up by 

the National Security Council con-
tains declassified U.S. intelligence on 
the attack and a rebuttal of  Moscow’s 
claim that insurgents unleashed the 
gas to frame the Syrian government. 
Instead, the White House asserted 
that Damascus and Moscow had re-
leased “false narratives” to mislead 
the world.

The document also urges inter-
national condemnation of  Syria’s 
use of  chemical weapons and harsh-
ly criticizes Russia for “shielding” 
an ally that has used weapons of   

mass destruction.
The release of  the dossier at a 

White House briefing Tuesday 
marked a striking shift by President 
Donald Trump, who entered office 
praising President Vladimir Putin 
of  Russia but now appears bent on 
pressuring him. The accusations 
came as Rex Tillerson, the secretary 
of  state, was preparing for meetings 
in Moscow today, and as Congress 
and the FBI are investigating poten-
tial ties between Trump’s campaign 
and Russia.

“It’s no question that Russia is iso-
lated,” said Sean Spicer, the White 

House press secretary. He said only 
Moscow and what he described as 
the “failed states” of  Syria, North 
Korea and Iran disputed Damascus’ 
responsibility.

“This is not exactly a happy-time 
cocktail party of  people you want to 
be associated with,” Spicer added. 
His choice of  language in criticiz-
ing the Syrian government set off 
an intense backlash, after he sug-
gested that President Bashar Assad 
was worse than Hitler — without 
acknowledging that Hitler gassed 

SYRIA » White House report 
says Damascus, Moscow 
released ‘false narratives’
By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS  
AND HELENE COOPER
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO RUSSIA » PAGE A10

Agency suspected  
election adviser was  
acting as Russian agent 

By ELLEN NAKASHIMA 
AND ADAM ENTOUS
WASHINGTON POST
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Lush greenery, gurgling streams and cas-
cading waterfalls are some of  the welcome 
signs across the North Coast that five years 

of  punishing drought are behind us.
But be warned. Torrential rains also are 

fueling a bumper crop of  poison oak along with 
copious numbers of  ticks, mosquitoes and other 
pests.

Many are learning that the hard way after 
getting home from an outdoor adventure and 
discovering they or their pets are covered in 
ticks. Or days later, after they have broken out 
with a rash from contact with poison oak.

“It’s coming in real thick,” Scott Lawyer, field 

ABOVE: Rob 
Melani rides up 
Canyon Trail, 
below Marsh Trail, 
next to a slope 
covered in poison 
oak, in Trione- 
Annadel State 
Park on Tuesday.

LEFT: Poison oak 
grows along a 
trail in Trione- 
Annadel State 
Park.
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The downside of spring

North Coast nature is thriving — and that includes pesky pests
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO PESTS» PAGE A2

WET WINTER » POISON OAK GROWTH

State lawmakers hope to bump up primary date

As the most populous of  states 
with the most electoral votes to 
award in presidential elections, 
California should be a pivotal 

player in the contest to decide 
the major-party candidates run-
ning for the highest office in the 
nation. 

But a June presidential pri-
mary has relegated the state to 
back-bench status, with nearly  

20 million registered voters here 
facing the prospect of  weighing 
in on contests that have largely 
been wrapped up in earlier elec-
tions across the country, Dem-
ocratic and Republican party 
representatives say. 

On Tuesday, state lawmakers 
and California’s elections chief  
unveiled a proposal to return 
the state’s 2020 presidential pri-

mary to March or earlier, mak-
ing it the third scheduled prima-
ry on the calendar. 

“A state as populous and di-
verse as California should not 
be an afterthought,” California 
Secretary of  State Alex Padilla 
said in a statement announcing 
Senate Bill 568.

The bill’s author, Sen. Ricar-
do Lara, D-Bell Gardens, also 

would authorize the governor to 
move the primary even earlier 
on the calendar if  other states 
move up their voting dates.

The stated goal is to enable 
19.4 million registered Califor-
nia voters, the current num-
ber, to cast ballots right after 
the Iowa caucus and the New 

2020 ELECTION » California wants more play on 
national stage, a chance for more election influence
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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