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ENTERTAINING SUMMER » Jazz 
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Assange arrested in hacking
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WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange arrives Thursday at 
Westminster Magistrates’ Court in London after being 
arrested by officers and taken into custody.

WASHINGTON — WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange was arrested 
Thursday in London to face a charge 
in the United States of  conspiring to 
hack into a Pentagon computer net-
work in 2010, bringing to an abrupt 
end a seven-year saga in which he 
had holed up in Ecuador’s embassy in 
Britain to avoid capture.

The Ecuadorean govern-
ment suspended the citizen-
ship it had granted Assange 
and evicted him Thursday, 
clearing the way for his ar-
rest. His hosts had displayed 
growing impatience, listing 
grievances including recent 
WikiLeaks releases they 
said interfered with other 
states’ internal affairs and 
personal discourtesies, like the failure 
of  Assange to clean the bathroom and 
look after his cat.

A bedraggled and shackled As-
sange, 47, was dragged out of  the 
embassy. At a court hearing, a judge 
swiftly found him guilty of  jumping 

bail, and he was detained 
partly in connection with 
a U.S. extradition warrant. 
Assange indicated that he 
would fight extradition, and 
legal experts said that pro-
cess could take years. He 
is likely to argue that the 
case is politically motivated 
rather than driven by legiti-
mate legal concerns.

Assange’s arrest brought to a head 
long-simmering tensions that have 
raised profound First Amendment 
press freedom issues. Since Assange 
began publishing archives of  secret 

LONDON » WikiLeaks chief’s 
jailing ends 7-year standoff 
at Ecuadorean embassy
By CHARLIE SAVAGE, ADAM  
GOLDMAN AND EILEEN SULLIVAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Leah Garzini, 2, talks with her parents, Kaitlin and Coddy Garzini, as the family eats dinner at their new home Wednesday in Santa Rosa.

Home sales, median 
price go up in March  

Lull in homebuying shows signs of lifting but county’s market remains soft

Outcry 
changes 
proposed 
well fees

Facing a wave of  opposition over 
proposed fees for using well water, 
the directors of  a little-known 
public agency backed away from a 
decision Thursday and agreed to 
consider an alternative plan that 
would exempt rural residents and 
cost other groundwater users far 
less overall.

Irate residents blistered the 
Santa Rosa Groundwater Sus-
tainability Agency’s board of  
directors with complaints over 
the inequity and underlying 
principle of  the plan to make 
residents, ranchers, businesses, 
towns and cities pay — for the 
first time — for water pumped 
out of  the ground.

“I don’t believe the process 
is fair,” said Michael Hilber 
of  Santa Rosa. The cost of  the 
state-mandated groundwater 
management program, he said, 
was being “shifted away from 
industrial wine interests” and 
inflated for homeowners.

Orlean Koehle of  Santa Rosa 
said the proposed fees were “ridic-
ulous” in the wake of  heavy rains 
and also violated the common law 
principle that “a well goes with a 
property owner (rights).”

Justin Morse complained the 
fees could double repeatedly in 
the future and with no “guar-
antee the funds get spent on 
groundwater.”

Pat Mitchell said the new 
regulations amounted to “more 
agencies with people that have 
to be paid for their time.”

In response, board Chairwom-
an Lynda Hopkins and Director 
Shirlee Zane, both county super-
visors, introduced a “Plan B.” 

The new proposal would ex-
empt an estimated 7,300 rural 

Before the October 2017 Tubbs fire, Coddy 
and Kaitlin Garzini were living in Santa 
Rosa’s Junior College neighborhood, 

renting a three-bedroom home for $2,300 a 
month but actively looking and hoping to buy 
a house.

But about a month and a half  after the dev-
astating wildfire, which destroyed more than 
5,300 homes in Sonoma County, fire survivors 
started entering the housing market with 
homeowner insurance money in their pockets. 
The result: Home prices began to skyrocket, 

and the Garzinis stopped hoping though they 
kept looking for a house they could afford.

“We were still looking but stopped actively 
pursuing things. ... The stuff that was in our 
price range was not attractive at all,” Coddy 
Garzini said. “We knew at some point down 
the road things were going to level off.” 

That point came in late March, when 
Garzini, 33, and his wife bought a house for 
$650,000 in the city’s Montgomery Village 
neighborhood. They moved in just in time 
— the couple have a 2-year-old daughter and 
another child on the way.

Water board considers 
exempting rural users 
on Santa Rosa Plain
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SLUGGISH HOUSING MARKET
Home prices in Sonoma County retreated 
in March, prompting a boost in sales 
from the previous month. However, sales 
activity still lags from March 2018. 
Median price of a single-family home

$638,000 
March 2019 

$685,000 
March 2018

Home sales in Sonoma County

268 
March 2019

367 
March 2018 

Source: Compass real estate brokerage, Santa Rosa

REAL ESTATE » BUYERS LURED BACK

White House sought to send migrants to SF

WASHINGTON — White House 
officials have tried to pressure U.S. 
immigration authorities to release de-
tainees onto the streets of  “sanctuary 
cities” to retaliate against President 
Donald Trump’s political adversaries, 
according to Department of  Homeland 
Security officials and email messages 

reviewed by the Washington Post.
Trump administration officials 

have proposed transporting detained 
immigrants to sanctuary cities at 
least twice in the past six months — 
once in November, as a migrant car-
avan approached the U.S. southern 
border, and again in February, amid a 
standoff with Democrats over funding 
for Trump’s border wall.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s dis-

trict in San Francisco was among 
those the White House wanted to tar-
get, according to DHS officials. The 
administration also considered re-
leasing detainees in other Democratic 
strongholds.

White House officials first broached 
the plan in a Nov. 16 email, asking 
officials at several agencies whether SERGIO FLORES / WASHINGTON POST

Migrants gather behind a fence in a makeshift 
detention center on March 27 in El Paso, Texas. 

By RACHAEL BADE AND NICK MIROFF
WASHINGTON POST
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