
THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2017 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

SANTA ROSA
High 60, Low 37

THE WEATHER, C8

Business B8
Classified D4
Comics B6
Crossword B5
Editorial A6
Lotto A2

Movies D3
Nation-World B1
Obituaries B3
Smith A3
State news A5
TV B7

©2017 The Press Democrat

WESTERN CONFERENCE: 
Sharks come out on top 
in playoff opener, beating 
Edmonton Oilers 3-2 in 
overtime. / C1

INSIDE

HEALTHY HEARTS » Sutter 
doctors using tiny implant to 
help reduce complications. A3

WARRIORS » Golden State 
should embrace the villain 
role, Phil Barber writes.   C1

DOWN BY THE BAY » Take as 
long, or as little, as you need 
with relaxing shore walks.   D1

US moves to expand deportation

WASHINGTON —  The Trump 
administration is quickly identi-
fying ways to assemble the na-
tionwide deportation force that 
President Donald Trump prom-
ised on the campaign trail as he 

railed against the dangers posed 
by illegal immigration.

An internal Department of  
Homeland Security assess-
ment obtained by the Wash-
ington Post shows the agency 
has already found 33,000 more 
detention beds to house undoc-
umented immigrants, opened 

discussions with dozens of  lo-
cal police forces that could be 
empowered with enforcement 
authority and identified where 
construction of  Trump’s border 
wall could begin.

The agency also is considering 
ways to speed up the hiring of  
hundreds of  new Customs and 
Border Patrol officers, including 
ending polygraph and physical 
fitness tests in some cases, ac-
cording to the documents.

But these plans could be held 
up by the prohibitive costs out-
lined in the internal report and 
resistance in Congress, where 
many lawmakers are already 
balking at approving billions 
in spending on the wall and ad-
ditional border security mea-
sures.

Administration officials said 
the plans are preliminary and 
have not been reviewed by se-
nior DHS management, but the 

assessment offers a glimpse of  
the department’s behind-the-
scenes planning to carry out 
the two executive orders Trump 
signed in January to boost de-
portations and strengthen bor-
der enforcement.

Gillian Christensen, DHS’s 
acting spokeswoman, said 
the agency would not com-
ment on what she called  

IMMIGRATION » White House explores hiring 
border staff, bolstering local police, starting on wall
By DAVID NAKAMURA
WASHINGTON POST
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Trump begins warming up to China, NATO

WASHINGTON — Nearly three 
months into office, President Donald 
Trump has dropped much of  his un-
orthodox campaign rhetoric on foreign 
policy and embraced a much more es-
tablishment view that in many ways 

doesn’t differ much from his Demo-
cratic predecessor.

At a news conference on Wednesday, 
Trump praised Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, whose country he had once 
called an “economic enemy.” He blast-
ed Russian President Vladimir Putin 
for the first time after he’d long been 
accused of  being too friendly with him. 
He labeled Syrian President Bashar 
Assad a “butcher,” a week after or-
dering a military strike that he once 
criticized Barack Obama for contem-
plating.

And he said he was 100 percent be-

hind NATO, the military alliance creat-
ed in 1949 that he has previously called 
“obsolete.”

After his news conference with the 
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stolten-
berg at the White House, even one-time 
critics couldn’t help notice the change.

“What we may be seeing is a re-cen-
tering of  this administration,” Nich-
olas Burns, a former ambassador to 
NATO and undersecretary of  state, 
said on MSNBC.

Perhaps most surprising was 

By ANITA KUMAR  
AND VERA BERGENGRUEN
MCCLATCHY NEWS SERVICE
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Donald  
Trump

Shift of tone on foreign policy 
comes amid meeting with 
alliance’s secretary-general 

INSIDE
Diplomats fail to 
bridge US, Russia 
disputes / B1

Estuary nearly restored
POINT REYES NATIONAL SEASHORE » Crews delicately work 
around wildlife as $4.5M Drakes Estero cleanup nears end 2 vie for 

garbage 
hauler 
contract

Santa Rosa’s search for a new 
garbage hauler is shaping up to 
be a David-versus-Goliath gar-
bage showdown.

The city has narrowed its list 
of  companies vying for the lu-
crative contract down to two 
finalists, and they couldn’t be 
more different from one another.

The big dog is Waste Manage-
ment, the largest garbage com-
pany in the nation and one that 
had a strong presence in Sono-
ma County until the mid-2000s. 
The publicly traded, Hous-
ton-based company serves more 
than 21 million customers in 48 
states and Canada, generating 
$13.6 billion in revenue last year. 

Its scrappy little competitor 
is GreenWaste Recovery, a San 
Jose-based company that serves 
about 20 communities in Santa 
Clara, San Mateo, San Cruz and 
Monterey counties. The private-
ly held company, which does not 
disclose its revenue, was found-
ed in 1991 and serves some of  the 
toniest cities in Northern Cali-
fornia, including Pebble Beach, 
Carmel-by-the-Sea and Capitola. 

Noticeably missing from the 
mix, however, is Recology, the 
San Francisco-based garbage 
firm that has agreed to buy 

The steel arm of  an excavator posi-
tioned on a hulking barge pulled 
dark chunks of  debris from the 

windswept waters of  a marine wilderness 
Wednesday in the Point 
Reyes National Sea-
shore.

Soggy refuse — oyster 
shells, pressure-treat-
ed lumber and plastic 
tubes — was dropped 
into a pair of  dumpsters aboard the vessel 
for unloading on a beach at the north end 
of  Drakes Estero and ultimately transport 
to a landfill.

Officials narrow search 
to national firm and 
small private company
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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ABOVE: A work 
crew pulls up 
oyster farming bed 
materials from 
Drakes Estero on 
Wednesday.

LEFT: National 
Parks Service wildlife 
technician Taylor 
Ellis, left, and marine 
ecologist Sarah 
Codde work on 
monitoring plots to 
track disturbances 
to eel grass and 
further regrowth. 
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VIDEO
To see a video of 
the Drakes Estero 
cleanup, visit press 
democrat.com.


