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At the Roseland Fire Department, Santa Rosa’s Station 8, Kevin Fleming pulls the engine out enroute to a medical aid in Roseland on April 9.

Fire district dissolved, 
new station planned

Change comes 
after city  
annexes area; 
some county 
residents to pay 
more for service

After more than six decades in existence, 
the Roseland Fire Protection District, an 
early training ground for some of  Sono-

ma County’s veteran fire leaders, is no more.
The district, among the smallest by area in 

Sonoma County and a largely administrative 
entity for the past three decades, dated to the 
1950s, when residents on Santa Rosa’s south-
western edge decided to tax themselves to fund 
local fire protection for hundreds of  homes.

It remained a small department even at its 
peak, with just two stations and covering just 
under 3 square miles. But Jack Piccinini, who 
rose to assistant fire chief  in Santa Rosa after 

starting with the Roseland district while a 
teenager, recalled a model firefighting force that 
once served big hotels and blue-collar blocks 
alike. Roseland taxpayers were willing to fund 
top-notch fire protection, he said.

“We had a high level of  pride, starting at the 
board of  directors all the way down through the 
paid staff and volunteers,” Piccinini said. “There 
was a real strong sense of  community there, 
despite the fact that times were changing.”

Before Santa Rosa started annexing bits 
and pieces of  Roseland and south Santa Rosa, 
Roseland firefighters were responsible for calls 
to much of the city’s old south side. Santa Rosa 
would eventually encircle the district and the 
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Gavin Newsom

Newsom 
urges 
liability 
measure

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Gavin 
Newsom said Friday that law-
makers should consider chang-
ing California’s strict law that 
makes utilities pay for wildfire 
damage caused by their equip-
ment, regardless of  fault, a 
controversial proposal that has 
failed to gain traction in the 
past.

“We’re in real trouble right 
now as it relates to these utili-
ties being vulnerable to bank-
ruptcy and liquidation,” New-
som said, though he declined to 
take a firm position on whether 
the law should be changed.

Instead, he challenged law-
makers to put wildfire-related 
bills on his desk within 90 days. 
His comments came as he re-
leased a 58-page report from a 
“strike team” of  government 
and outside experts that out-
lined California’s stark reality 
as wildfires worsen.

Pacific Gas & Electric Corp., 
the nation’s largest utility, filed 
for bankruptcy in January and 
California’s two other inves-
tor-owned utilities, Southern 
California Edison and San Diego 
Gas & Electric, recently had their 
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Plan to move migrants blasted

Should President Trump fol-
low through on a proposal to 
release migrants in U.S. “sanc-
tuary cities,” it would be a major 
departure from the way federal 
agencies are handling detain-
ees. It could also be prohibitively 

costly and make it more 
difficult to deport mi-
grants once they reach 
those cities.

The plan — which 
Trump tweeted Friday 
is under “strong con-
sideration” — would have the 
Department of  Homeland Secu-
rity moving migrants from im-
migration jails to cities scattered 
across the country in vans, buses 
and airplanes. It would require a 
massive investment in transpor-
tation infrastructure, something 

that Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 
officials told the White 
House would be “an un-
necessary operational 
burden.”

It also would mean 
placing those detainees in cities 
that limit their cooperation with 
federal immigration enforce-
ment, meaning it could be very 
difficult to arrest them again.

During the recent surge of  
Central American families 
crossing into the United States, 

most were apprehended at or 
near the southern border with 
Mexico. With a deficit of  deten-
tion beds, the U.S. government 
mainly releases the families to 
shelters or bus depots. Detainees 
are sometimes released directly 
to the streets of  border towns, al-
lowing immigration authorities 
to focus staffing and funding on 
deportations and criminal oper-
ations.

Trump’s proposal, which 
government officials said is 
aimed at punishing Democratic 

strongholds for their positions 
on immigration policy, calls for 
sending the detainees to sanc-
tuary cities, where they can live 
without fear of  local authorities 
reporting them to federal immi-
gration officials. There are hun-
dreds of  sanctuary jurisdictions 
nationwide, ranging from tiny 
rural counties to New York City 
and the entire state of  California.

The idea, DHS officials said, 
seemed predicated on the belief  

Legality, logistics, cost 
among concerns about 
White House proposal
By MARIA SACCHETTI
WASHINGTON POST
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Healdsburg hammer returns home

Maybe what produced this hap-
py ending was wistful, wishful 
residents of  greater Healds-

burg being heard singing or humming, 
“If  I Had a Hammer.”

Regardless, the giant sculpture of  a 
carpenter’s tool swiped six months ago 
from the lawn outside the Healdsburg 

Community Center is back. The busi-
ness end of  it, anyhow.

Somebody evidently dumped the 
massive, steel head of  the hammer 
sculpture in a place where it could be 
found.

Santa Rosa attorney Izaak Schwaiger 
notified Healdsburg police on Thurs-
day that someone had left the 6-foot, 
more than 200-pound steel hammer-
head on property in Sonoma County 
owned by a client.

Schwaiger said his client, who 
wanted to remain anonymous, asked 
him to “mediate the artwork’s return.” 
It was the first time the attorney recalls 

having been asked to shepherd the 
repatriation of  a god-sized construc-
tion tool.

“It’s such an interesting and odd 
request of  a lawyer that I couldn’t turn 
it down,” Schwaiger said.

On Friday, the recovered portion of  
the art installation was back where 
it started, in the care and custody of  
Doug Unkrey. The artist is a longtime 
creative partner of  the Voigt Family 
Sculpture Foundation, responsible for 
gracing publicly accessible places with 
the hammer and more than a dozen CITY OF HEALDSBURG 

The 800-pound hammer that was stolen from the 
front lawn of Healdsburg’s community center. 
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Attorney said 200-pound 
sculpture was left on client’s 
property in Sonoma County


