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‘MY DREAM CAME TRUE’ » 
The story behind SR’s ‘Pearls 
Before Swine’ cartoonist.   D1
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2 all-star games tonight.   C1
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trend, Lagunitas opens up its 
new taproom in Azusa.   B8

WASHINGTON — The United 
States dropped the “mother of  
all bombs” — the most powerful 
conventional bomb in the U.S. 
arsenal — on an Islamic State 
cave complex in Afghanistan on 
Thursday, the Pentagon said, 
unleashing a weapon so massive 
that it had to be dropped from 
the rear of  a cargo plane.

The strike was the first com-
bat use of  
what is for-
mally named 
the GBU-43/B 
Massive Ord-
nance Air 
Blast. President 
Donald Trump 
has bestowed 
additional au-
thority on the 
Pentagon in his 
first months in office, which the 
military has argued will help it 
defeat the Islamic State more 
speedily. Trump did not say 
whether he had personally ap-
proved Thursday’s mission.

“What I do is I authorize my 
military,” Trump said after a 
meeting with emergency work-
ers at the White House. He called 
the bombing “another very, very 
successful mission.”

The Pentagon gave no ca-
sualty totals for the bombing, 
part of  an intense air campaign 
against the militant group in Af-
ghanistan. But in a separate an-

Trudeau unveils bill to legalize recreational pot

OTTAWA, Ontario — Fulfill-
ing a campaign pledge, Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau intro-
duced legislation on Thursday 
to legalize the recreational use 
of  marijuana in Canada.

Many nations have either 
decriminalized marijuana, al-
lowed it to be prescribed med-

ically or effec-
tively stopped 
e n f o r c i n g 
laws against 
it. But when 
Trudeau’s bill 
passes as ex-
pected, Canada 
will become 
only the second 
nation, after 

Uruguay, to completely legalize 
marijuana as a consumer prod-
uct.

“Criminal prohibition has 
failed to protect our kids and 
our communities,” said Bill 

Blair, a lawmaker and former 
Toronto police chief  whom 
Trudeau appointed to manage 
the legislation.

Blair said at a news confer-
ence that the government hoped 
to begin allowing legal sales by 
the middle of  2018. While the 
government’s plan has been 
broadly shaped by a panel of  ex-
perts, many issues still need to 
be ironed out.

“We do accept that important 
work remains to be done,” he 
said.

While the federal government 
will license and regulate grow-

ers, each of  Canada’s provinces 
will need to decide exactly how 
the drug will be distributed and 
sold within its boundaries. The 
government will have to devel-
op the marijuana equivalents 
of  breathalyzers so that drivers 
can be checked for impairment 
at the roadside and workers can 
be tested for safety on the job. 
Diplomats will have to address 
conflicts with international 
drug treaties. And many in the 
medical field are concerned 
about the long-term health ef-
fects of  increased use of  mari-
juana by Canadians under 25.

Though eight U.S. states have 
legalized marijuana to various 
extents, the drug remains ille-
gal under federal law. Trudeau’s 
move eliminates any such am-
biguity in Canada. It follows a 
court-mandated legalization of  
marijuana for medical purpos-
es, which was introduced with 
tight controls in 1999 and later 
broadened by further court or-
ders.

While the new legislation will 
take Canada beyond its medi-
cal marijuana system, it stops 
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Trump deflects questions 
about whether he OK’d 
superweapon’s first use
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Councilman vies for sheriff post

For the first time in nearly three 
decades, Sonoma County voters may 
have an opportunity to decide among 
a field of  candidates running to be 
the next sheriff. 

Ernesto Olivares, a former police 

lieutenant in Santa Rosa and cur-
rent City Council member, has an-
nounced he will run for the county’s 
top sworn law enforcement post, a 
job held since 2011 by Steve Freitas, 
who rose to the office as an assistant 
sheriff and Windsor’s police chief. 
Freitas plans to step down at the end 
of  2018.

At least two Sheriff’s Office veter-
ans, Capt. Mark Essick and Windsor 
Police Chief  Carlos Basurto, have 
said they are considering a bid for 
the post, with plans to meet with ad-

visers and decide over the next sev-
eral weeks.  

As yet, no one from within the de-
partment has come forward with a 
definite plan to run. Olivares would 
be the first candidate from outside 
the department to run since 1986. 
Since then, top executives in the 
Sheriff’s Office have groomed lieu-
tenants and captains for the job in 
a carefully orchestrated effort to 
ensure one of  the department’s own 
takes leadership of  the office with 
annual pay of  $200,000.  

Olivares, 59, who retired in 2008 af-
ter a nearly 30-year career in law en-
forcement, said he wants to empha-
size a closer relationship with the 
community at a time when ties na-
tionwide between law enforcement 
and residents have been strained by 
high-profile shootings, including in 
Sonoma County a deputy’s 2013 fatal 
shooting of  Andy Lopez. 

“Law enforcement has to main-
tain and strengthen trust with the 

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  

Olivares could face 2 other 
police veterans, Essick and 
Basurto, to succeed Freitas
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Pacific Union broker associate Craig Curreri finds that homebuyers are currently willing to pay premium prices for median homes. One of the 
homes he is selling is a three-bedroom, two-bath, 1,429-square-foot home listed for $599,000 in Santa Rosa. 

Median price hits record

Sonoma County’s housing mar-
ket set a record median sale price of  
$639,000 in March, a jump fueled by 
strong demand and tight inventory.

The new price is double what it 
was five years ago. 

The county’s median sales price 

for a single-family home last month 
was a 14 percent rise from a year 
earlier, according to The Press Dem-
ocrat’s monthly housing report, 
compiled by Pacific Union Inter-
national senior vice president Rick 
Laws. 

It was the first time in nearly  
12 years that the local market set a 
new high record. The March median 

price exceeded the 
former all-time peak 
of  $619,000 reached 
in August 2005 amid 
a national housing 
bubble. Two years 
later, the county’s 
housing market suf-

fered an unprecedented slide in a 
national recession, reaching bottom 
in February 2009 at $305,000.

Prices have climbed sharply from 
a median of  $319,000 in March 2012.

New amount for single-family home 
double what it was 5 years ago

MARCH MEDIAN 
HOME PRICES
1992: $191,000
1997: $192,750
2002: $351,000
2007: $565,000
2012: $319,000
2017: $639,000
Source: Pacific Union, 
Press Democrat  
monthly housing 
reports

By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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To see a gallery of  
homes for sale, 
and what they 
are selling for, 
visit pressde 
mocrat.com.


