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EXPLORING PETALUMA: Entomologist’s shop 
Bug Under Glass features museum-quality 
displays of insects from around the globe / T1
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NORTH BAY SPIRIT AWARD » Fire 
Chief Baxman has been constant 
lifesaver along Russian River.   D1

THRIVING INSTRUMENT MAKERS » 
Work of county craftsmen hitting 
right notes for area musicians.  E1

WARRIORS TAKE GAME 1 » Golden 
State gets best of LA Clippers in 
121-104 win in first-round series. C1

Deputy 
avoided 
criminal 
charges  

A Sonoma County sheriff’s 
correctional deputy resigned in 
2017 after his bosses sought to 
fire him for fondling and kissing 
a female inmate under his guard 
at the county jail, according to 
documents released last week 
under California’s new police 
transparency law. 

Sheriff’s investigators for-
warded their criminal case 
against Deputy Garrett Paulson 
to the Sonoma County District 
Attorney for charges stemming 
from sexual contact with an in-
mate, the documents show. But 
three months before Paulson 
resigned, District Attorney Jill 
Ravitch’s office declined to pros-
ecute, saying the victim would 
not cooperate, the records show.

Joan Croft, a district attorney 
spokeswoman, said the inter-
nal affairs documents released 
Wednesday by the Sheriff’s Of-
fice contain more information 
than prosecutors had when they 
made their decision in May 2017 
not to press charges. Croft said 

SONOMA COUNTY »  
Records show jail guard 
accused of misconduct
By NASHELLY CHAVEZ  
AND SUKEY LEWIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT AND KQED
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Family splits, 
fallout linger 
1 year later

Jesus was relieved that he and 
his 6-year-old had made it safe-
ly from Honduras to the United 
States. Then officials took his son.

He had turned himself  and 
his child in to the U.S. Border 
Patrol last May after crossing 
the river that marks the border 
between Reynosa, Mexico, and 
McAllen, Texas.

Soon after, he was being in-
terrogated at a detention center 
by Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement officers on why 
he’d left Honduras and how he’d 
come to be removed previously 
from the U.S. They told him he 
was a criminal, he said, and ac-
cused him of  lying about being 
the boy’s father.

“They told me that the second 

By MOLLY O’TOOLE
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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IMMIGRATION 

Phone data becomes police tool

When detectives in a Phoenix suburb 
arrested a warehouse worker in a homi-
cide investigation last December, they 
credited a new technique with breaking 
open the case after other leads went cold.

The police told the suspect, Jorge Mo-

lina, they had data tracking his phone 
to the site where a man was shot nine 
months earlier. They had made the dis-
covery after obtaining a search warrant 
that required Google to provide informa-
tion on all devices it recorded near the 
killing, potentially capturing the where-
abouts of  anyone in the area.

Investigators also had other circum-
stantial evidence, including security vid-
eo of  someone firing a gun from a white 
Honda Civic, the same model that Molina 
owned, though they could not see the li-
cense plate or attacker.

But after he spent nearly a week in 
jail, the case against Molina fell apart as 
investigators learned new information 
and released him. Last month, the po-
lice arrested another man: his mother’s 
ex-boyfriend, who had sometimes used 
Molina’s car.

The warrants, which draw on an enor-
mous Google database employees call 
Sensorvault, turn the business of  track-
ing cellphone users’ locations into a dig-
ital dragnet for law enforcement. In an 
era of  ubiquitous data gathering by tech 
companies, it is just the latest example of  

how personal information — where you 
go, who your friends are, what you read, 
eat and watch and when you do it — is be-
ing used for purposes many people nev-
er expected. As privacy concerns have 
mounted among consumers, policymak-
ers and regulators, tech companies have 
come under intensifying scrutiny over 
their data collection practices.

The Arizona case demonstrates the 
promise and perils of  the new investi-
gative technique, whose use has risen 

GOOGLE » Use of technology  
on rise to track suspects, but it  
can ensnare innocent people
By JENNIFER VALENTINO-DEVRIES
NEW YORK TIMES
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CHANGING NEIGHBORHOOD: John Allen, from left, of APM Homes leads a tour of a completed house Thursday with its owners Cheryl and Randy Everson and contractor 
Will Garza. Questions are swirling as families move back after the 2017 wildfires over the neighborhood’s shifting demographics because of increasing rent and home prices.

Rising rents altering 
face of Coffey Park

Costly new homes making neighborhood less affordable for middle class

Tom Hutchins was 9 when his 
family moved in 1988 from 
Grass Valley in the Sierra 

Nevada foothills to a modest Santa 
Rosa home on San Sonita Drive in 
Coffey Park. He has fond memories 
of  “cruising the neighborhood” 
with his friends, “hanging out at the 

railroad tracks, 
riding my bike off 
jumps.”

After four 
years renting on 
San Sonita, his 
parents bought a 
place on Crest-
view Drive. That 
house burned, 
along with more 

than 1,400 other Coffey Park homes 
consumed by the Tubbs fire in Oc-
tober 2017. Hutchins’ parents expect 
to be back in a new house there by 
July. 

His wife, Sarah Giometti, is a mar-
keting and graphic design specialist 
who donates her time and talents 
to the neighborhood support group 
Coffey Strong, even though they live 
30 miles north in Cloverdale.

“I could live there again,” 

Hutchins said, “but the simple fact 
is, Coffey Park isn’t the same Coffey 
Park anymore, because of  the prices. 
We’re looking at $2,500 to three 
grand a month to live there. I’d rath-
er live in Cloverdale. I have more 
property, and my rent’s cheaper.” 

Like his wife, Hutchins runs a 
successful business. It’s not that 

they’re unable to pay that kind of  
rent. They’re simply unwilling.

The fire’s unimaginable toll on 
this 1-square-mile Santa Rosa neigh-
borhood has been well-publicized,  
as has its inspiring recovery. 

“This was a pretty close-knit 

RENTER’S LIFE: 
Tom Hutchins 
and wife Sarah 
Giometti feel lucky 
to have moved to 
Cloverdale instead 
of renting in 
Coffey Park before 
the 2017 fires. 

By AUSTIN MURPHY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO COFFEY PARK » PAGE A14

REBUILDING AFTER FIRES » GENTRIFICATION CONCERNS 

DESTINED  
TO BURN
Landmark 2008 
building code 
designed for the 
state’s fire-prone 
regions becomes 
homebuilding 
game-changer / B1


