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Judge sees video, says Lemos blocked deputy
Basis for Petaluma teen’s claim
that prosecutors charged her
in retaliation also questioned
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A Petaluma teen who filed a police brutality lawsuit against the Sonoma County
Sheriff’s Office appeared to have interfered with a deputy, and prosecutors did
not seem to act vindictively in bringing a
misdemeanor charge against her, a judge
said Thursday after reviewing body-cam-

La Niña
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on way
to US

era recordings of the incident.
Sonoma County Superior Court Judge
Gary Medvigy said there was ample evidence that 18-year-old Gabbi Lemos and
other family members broke the law in a
June 14 confrontation with Deputy Marcus Holton, who was investigating what
appeared to be a drunken domestic dispute outside the family’s Liberty Road
home.
“People could have been subject to arrest at that moment,” Medvigy said.
Also, Medvigy said after reviewing confidential emails about the case exchanged
among prosecutors, there seemed to be
no basis for Lemos’ claim that the Dis-

trict Attorney’s Office charged her in retaliation for suing the county.
On the contrary, Medvigy said it was
apparent prosecutors reached a decision
weeks before she filed papers in federal
court. He said it was a coincidence that
the charge came a day later.
“It’s very clear that almost two months
prior to the filing of the civil suit, a reconsideration was already in process at the
D.A.’s office,” Medvigy said.
However, the judge reserved final judgment on the matter until after a hearing in which the deputy prosecutor will
be called to testify. Both sides return to
court Tuesday morning to set a hear-

ing date.
In a 13-page written ruling, Medvigy
said prosecutor Jenica Leonard can be
questioned about the timing of the decision and whether she knew about the
civil suit.
But he said she would not have to explain why her office changed its position
after earlier announcing it would not
prosecute Lemos. He said that information was protected under work-product
rules.
Lemos’ lawyer, Izaak Schwaiger, maintains prosecutors and county officials
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Small reductions in grapes planted in Sonoma, Napa,
Mendocino counties contrast with sharp hike in Lake County

Vineyard acreage dips

As El Niño weakens, fall
could see return of drier
weather in California
By SETH BORENSTEIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — In the
midst of an epic El Niño, federal
meteorologists say its flip side,
La Niña, is around the corner.
The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s
Climate Prediction Center on
Thursday reported that the
current strong El Niño is weakening but likely to stick around
for a couple of more months. At
the same time, NOAA issued a
formal watch for a fall arrival of
La Niña, saying there is a 70 percent chance for the flip side of
El Niño.
Prediction center deputy director Mike Halpert said it often
means dry weather for the U.S.
Southwest and parts of California, which haven’t quite recovered from a four-year drought.
“A dry winter next year won’t
be good, I can assure you of
that,” Halpert said.
What may be truly confusing
is this summer’s Atlantic hurricane season, Halpert said. At
the start of the summer, Earth
still may be in the tail end of an
El Niño, which often reduces
the number of Atlantic hurricanes. But by the time the hurricane season hits its fall peak,
it should be a La Niña, which
tends to increase the number of
storms.
La Niña often means wetter
winters in the Pacific Northwest
and Ohio Valley and drier in the
south, especially Florida, Halpert said. It often means fewer
East Coast snowstorms, but a
bit colder weather, especially in
the Northern Plains, with the
Northeast more a wild card, he
said.
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TENDING THE VINES: Vineyard worker Clemente Pureco sets an irrigation line for a newly planted pinot noir vine Thursday at Merriam Vineyards in Healdsburg.
Sonoma, Napa and Mendocino counties experienced slight drops in vineyard acreage in 2015, while Lake County, where costs are far lower, saw an increase of 8 percent.
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

V

ineyard acreage declined slightly across
much of the North Coast in 2015 for the
second consecutive year, with dips in
Sonoma, Napa and Mendocino counties offset
by robust growth in Lake County, according to
figures released Thursday.
Overall, the amount of land devoted to vineyards in the four counties remained virtually
unchanged in 2015 at 131,869 acres, a decline of
just 153 acres, according to the state Department
of Food and Agriculture.
But there were significant differences between
the counties. The highest-priced counties saw a
small decline in vineyard acreage, while one of

the least expensive grape-growing areas on the
North Coast added significant acreage.
Napa, home to the most expensive vineyard
land in the nation, lost 378 acres of vineyards,
declining to 45,537 acres. Sonoma shed 399 acres
of vineyards, declining to 59,575 acres. And Mendocino County dropped 30 acres, to 17,303 acres.
Combined, vineyard acreage declined 0.7 percent across the three counties.
Lake County, where grape prices and vineyard
development costs are far lower than in Napa and
Sonoma, increased the amount of land planted in grapes by nearly 8 percent. The county’s
growers added 672 new acres of vineyards last
year, bringing the total to 9,454, according to the

2015 NORTH COAST
VINEYARD ACREAGE
Lake County showed the most
change last year. The percentage
change is compared with 2014.
County
Acres % Change
Sonoma
59,575 -0.7%
Napa
45,537 -0.8%
Mendocino 17,303
-0.2%
Lake
9,454
+7.7%
Total
131,869 -0.1%
Source: U.S. Department
of Agriculture
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Parole backed for ex-Manson follower
By AMY TAXIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Leslie Van
Houten
Ex-Manson cult
member, with an
X on her forehead,
is seen in 1970.
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CHINO — A California panel
recommended parole Thursday
for former Charles Manson follower Leslie Van Houten, more
than four decades after she and
other cult members went to
prison for the notorious killings
of a wealthy grocer and his wife.
The now-66-year-old Van
Houten was “numb” after the
panel announced its decision
following a five-hour hearing
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at the California Institution for
Women in Chino, her attorney,
Rich Pfeiffer said.
“She’s been ready for this
for a long time,” Pfeiffer said
outside the prison, adding that
those who signed an online petition opposed to her release don’t
know the woman she is today.
“It really should have happened a long time ago,” he said.
The decision now will undergo administrative review by
the parole board’s legal team.
If upheld, it goes to Gov. Jerry
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Brown, who has the final say on
whether Van Houten is released.
Van Houten, a one-time homecoming princess, participated in
the killings of Leno La Bianca
and his wife, Rosemary, a day
after other “Manson family”
members murdered pregnant
actress Sharon Tate and four
others in 1969.
The killings were the start
of what Manson believed was a
coming race war that he dubbed
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HEATED DEMOCRATIC DEBATE IN NY: Sanders
slams Clinton’s Wall Street ties; former
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Former Charles Manson follower Leslie Van Houten
confers with attorney Rich Pfeiffer, not shown, during
a break from her parole hearing Thursday in Chino.
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