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NOTE TO READERS
TV LISTINGS CHANGE: Our 
daily TV guide has moved 
online at pressdemocrat.
com/tv-listings
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The former Sutter Hospital campus on Chanate Road is slated for housing development, but plans have slowed because of a lawsuit and 
neighbors’ objections. It is one of three projects planned for construction on Sonoma County-owned land.

Housing plans held up
RESIDENTIAL CRISIS » Developments on county land are hitting  
roadblocks, raising questions about how region will build needed homes

Sonoma County wants to transform 
three large taxpayer-owned proper-
ties in Santa Rosa into new housing, 

with plans calling for as many as  
1,200 units, a surge of  supply in even great-
er demand after the destruction wrought 
by last year’s wildfires.

But with each of  the county properties, 
which are either vacant or in need of  im-
provements, the goals of  government and 
developers have proven elusive, slowing 
the creation of  new housing at a critical 
time, after nearly 5,300 homes were lost in 
the county in October’s fires.

The Board of  Supervisors earlier this 
year floated a goal to add 30,000 housing 
units countywide over the next five years 
— a number county officials said would be 
needed to keep the local economy growing 
and to comfortably house a wide range of  
workers and families. But that lofty goal 
could remain far out of  reach if  govern-
ment-spearheaded projects can’t break 
ground.

“These seem like they should be 
low-hanging fruit in terms of  projects,” 
said Supervisor Lynda Hopkins, whose 
district includes two of  the three sites. 
“Quite frankly, it feels like it should 
be easier than this, and it feels like it 
shouldn’t involve quite so many iterations 
of  the process.” 

The largest of  three developments, and 
Santa Rosa’s largest single housing pro-
posal in years — about 870 units, mostly 
apartments, on county-owned land off 
Chanate Road — faces a stiff legal chal-
lenge from neighbors and other opponents 
that could stall the project.

Across town, on West College Avenue, a 
developer’s objections over the sale of  an-
other county-owned property for housing 
have already postponed a deal that could 
deliver about 145 units. 

And on Sebastopol Road in Roseland, a 
long-awaited redevelopment effort prom-

ising 175 apartments has been bogged 
down by a conflict tied to a large homeless 
camp now on site, plus issues arising from 
Roseland’s annexation into the city and 
financing difficulties. 

The lengthy process required to launch 
the three proposed developments, all of  

them years in the making, has frustrated 
county officials and developers at a time 
when residents are pushing for speedy 
replacement of  thousands of  desperately 
needed homes. 

By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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The former Sonoma County Water Agency headquarters at 2150 West College Ave. is expected 
to be the site of housing, but plans were held up after the sale of the property fell through.

Homeless people 
have been living 
in an encamp-
ment behind the 
Dollar Tree store 
in Roseland since 
2015. Homeless 
advocates sued to 
delay the county 
from clearing out 
the camp.

JOHN BURGESS 
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Women 
lured 
into 
surgery

Jerri Plummer was at home 
in Arkansas, watching televi-
sion with her three children, 
when a stranger called to warn 
that her life was in danger.

The caller identified herself  
only as Yolanda. She told Plum-
mer that the vaginal mesh im-
plant supporting her bladder 
was defective and needed to be 
removed. If  Plummer didn’t act 
quickly, the caller urged, she 
might die.

Plummer, 49, didn’t ask many 
questions. Her implant was caus-
ing her discomfort, and she was 
impressed by how much Yolanda 
knew about her medical history. 
She was scared. “It was like I had 
a ticking time bomb inside of  
me,” she said. Yolanda assured 
Plummer that all her expenses 
would be covered and that she 
would be set up with a lawyer to 
help her sue the mesh manufac-
turer, Boston Scientific.

Days later, court records 
show, Plummer was lying on an 
operating table in a medical of-
fice in a shopping mall in Orlan-
do, Florida.

Just like that, she had stum-
bled into a burgeoning industry 
that makes money by coaxing 
women into having surgery — 
sometimes unnecessarily — so 
they are more lucrative plain-
tiffs in lawsuits against medical 
device manufacturers.

Lawyers building such cases 
sometimes turn to marketing 
firms to drum up clients. The 

Network tricks patients 
into assembly line of 
removals, loans, lawsuits
By MATTHEW GOLDSTEIN 
AND JESSICA 
SILVER-GREENBERG
NEW YORK TIMES
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Syria weapons sites targeted
INSIDE

 ■ Sense of relief 
in Moscow after 
limited airstrikes 
in Syria / A12

WASHINGTON — Defense 
Department officials said Sat-
urday that U.S.-led strikes 
against Syria had taken out the 
“heart” of  President Bashar 
Assad’s chemical weapons pro-
gram, but acknowledged that 

the Syrian government most 
likely retained some ability to 
again attack its own people with 
chemical agents.

Warplanes and ships from 
the United States, Britain and 
France launched more than  
100 missiles at three chemical 
weapons storage and research 
facilities near Damascus and 
Homs, the officials told report-
ers, in an operation that Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Penta-
gon leaders hailed as a success.

“A perfectly executed strike 
last night,” Trump wrote on 

Twitter. “Thank you to France 
and the United Kingdom for 
their wisdom and the power of  
their fine Military. Could not 
have had a better result. Mis-
sion Accomplished!”

The president, in declaring 
the mission accomplished, in-
voked a phrase made infamous 
by President George W. Bush in 
2003, when he declared success 
in an Iraq conflict that would 
end up continuing for more than 
eight years before U.S. troops 

Missiles strike at ‘heart’ 
of chemicals storage, but 
some call attacks ‘weak’ 
By HELENE COOPER 
AND BEN HUBBARD
NEW YORK TIMES
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The Syrian 
Scientific 
Research  
Center in 
Barzeh was 
damaged by 
Friday’s 
airstrikes.


