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At least 
1,200
die of 
measles

AMBALAVAO, Madagascar 
— Babies wail as a nurse tries 
to reassure mothers who have 
come to vaccinate their children 
against a measles outbreak that 
has killed more than 1,200 peo-
ple in this island nation where 
many are desperately poor.

Madagascar faces its largest 
measles outbreak in history, 
with cases soaring well beyond 
115,000, but resistance to vacci-
nating children is not the driv-
ing force behind the rise.

Measles cases are rising in the 
United States and elsewhere, in 
part because of  misinformation 
that makes some parents balk at 
receiving a vaccine. New York 
City is trying to halt an out-
break by ordering mandatory 
vaccinations in one Brooklyn 
neighborhood.

In Madagascar, many parents 
want to protect their children 
but face immense challenges, 
including the lack of  resources.

Only 58% of  people on Mada-
gascar’s main island have been 
vaccinated against measles, a 
major factor in the outbreak’s 
spread. With measles one of  the 
most infectious diseases, immu-
nization rates need to be 90% to 
95% or higher to prevent out-
breaks.

Disease sweeps across 
nation where barely half 
receive vaccination shots
By LAETITIA BEZAIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TURN TO MEASLES » PAGE A2

TURN TO MIRACLE » PAGE A2

MADAGASCAR

Carrying a bright red plas-
tic baseball bat, Olivia Scott, 5, 
walked up to a batter’s box at 
Petaluma’s Lucchesi Park Sun-
day afternoon and fixed her at-
tention onto the pitcher stand-
ing in front of  her. 

“Swing and a miss,” the an-
nouncer said after her first at-
tempt at hitting the ball proved 
unfruitful. Her next swing made 
contact, however, and Scott took 
off at full speed toward first 
base. Two young volunteers 
held Scott’s hand and ran along-
side her as she rounded to sec-
ond base.

Scott’s mom, Jessica Scott, 
of  Penngrove, stood nearby on 
the baseball field, capturing the 
moment on her phone, beaming 
with pride. 

“It was amazing,” Jessica 
Scott said about seeing her 
daughter, who has Down syn-
drome, on the field. “She gets to 
come out and play; she gets to 
be a part of  a team and do the 

things that she wouldn’t get to 
do otherwise.” 

Olivia Scott was one of  doz-
ens of  children who participat-
ed in Sunday’s opening day for 
the Miracle League North Bay, 

a local chapter of  the national 
nonprofit dedicated to bringing 
America’s favorite pastime to 
children and adults with mental 
and physical disabilities. 

The event also marked the 
debut of  a new baseball field 
specially made to accommodate 
the Miracle League players, a 
roughly $3 million endeavor 
that was funded through do-
nations and took four years to 
complete, said Alicia Hansel, a 
board member for the local Mir-
acle League who oversaw the 
planning of  the field. 

About 250 people joined Sun-
day’s festivities, which began 
at noon on the west side of  the 
park where the field is located. 
Former San Francisco Giants 
pitcher Dave Dravecky, whose 
career ended in 1989 after doc-
tors found cancer in his throw-
ing arm, which needed to be 
amputated, gave the opening re-
marks. He pitched for a portion 
of  the game. 

Miracle League debuts in Petaluma
New field opens baseball 
to those with mental, 
physical disabilities  
By NASHELLY CHAVEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

John Busick helps his son Jack, 9, who has Down syndrome, hit a ball 
thrown by retired Giants pitcher Dave Dravecky during the opening day 
celebration of the Miracle League field at Lucchesi Park in Petaluma.

Yes, you 
probably 
received 
a tax cut

If  you’re an American tax-
payer, you probably got a tax 
cut last year. And there’s a good 
chance you don’t believe it.

Ever since President Don-
ald Trump signed the Republi-
can-sponsored tax bill in Decem-
ber 2017, independent analyses 
have consistently found that a 
large majority of  Americans 
would owe less because of  the 
law. Preliminary data based on 
tax filings has shown the same.

Yet as the first tax filing sea-
son under the new law wraps up 
on Monday, taxpayers are skep-
tical. A survey in early April for 
The New York Times by the on-
line research platform Survey-
Monkey found that just 40 per-
cent of  Americans believed they 
had received a tax cut under the 
law. Just 20 percent were certain 
they had done so. 

That’s consistent with previ-
ous polls, which found that most 
Americans felt they had not got-
ten a tax cut, and that a large 
minority of  taxpayers thought 
their taxes had risen — though 

By BEN CASSELMAN  
AND JIM TANKERSLEY
NEW YORK TIMES
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POLITICS AND PERCEPTION

CURTIS COMPTON / ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION

Tiger Woods reacts as he wins the Masters golf tournament on Sunday in Augusta, Georgia. Woods won his first major championship in 11 years, 
and is only the second player in history to win the Masters five times.

Tiger reclaims place 
among golf ’s greatest

Golfing ace caps off personal comeback from turmoil and injuries

AUGUSTA, Georgia

The sex scandal. The mugshot. 
The debilitating injuries. Tiger 
Woods certainly didn’t plan it 

this way.
That only made his 15th major 

title all the more rewarding.
Or, as Tiger put it not long after 

tapping in a gimme putt Sunday for 
a one-stroke victory at the Masters:

“Overwhelming.”
For so much of  his life, the outline 

that Woods and his hard-driving 
father, Earl, had so carefully laid out 
went just as they intended.

But when Woods captured his fifth 
victory at Augusta National — and 
his first major championship in 
11 years that must’ve felt like several 
lifetimes — he let out a scream that 
reflected the depths of  his personal 
and professional hell.

Some of  it of  his own making, to 
be sure.

Some of  it beyond his control, in 
all fairness.

All of  it leading to a day that just 
didn’t seem possible, not since the 
master plan fell apart in so many 
ways.

Tiger Woods.
Major champion.
“Ahh, it fits,” Woods said, beaming 

as he tugged on that famous green 
jacket for the first time since 2005, a 
photo of  Bobby Jones staring down 
above his left shoulder in the Butler 
Cabin.

For so many years, everything fit 
so neatly.

From his astonishing swings on 
“The Mike Douglas Show” at the 
age of  2 to becoming the first player 
to win three straight U.S. Amateur 
titles to capturing the Masters not 
long after his 21st birthday by a 
whopping 12 strokes, the Tiger Way 
was pure perfection, generating mil-
lions for him and his sponsors.

By PAUL NEWBERRY
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Tiger
Woods

IN SPORTS
Tiger hit clutch 
shot after clutch 
shot to stave off 
pack of young 
challengers / B1


