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Family firm buys Gualala timberland
Owner of Redwood Empire sawmills
will take possession of 30,000 acres,
continue same forestry practices
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS D E MO C RAT

A swath of coveted timberland near the
town of Gualala is being sold to a Northern California family whose existing forest product interests include the Redwood
Empire sawmills in Philo and Cloverdale,

where logs from the site have been processed for some 30 years.
The Roger Burch family, owner of Redwood Empire and its parent corporation,
Pacific States Industries Inc. in San Jose,
is expected to close escrow on the property
in June, taking possession of nearly 30,000
acres of mixed redwood and Douglas fir at
the mouth of the Gualala River currently
owned by Gualala Redwoods Inc.
Burch, who has long had timber holdings in Sonoma and Mendocino counties
as well as the Bay Area, said he intends to

continue what he called GRI’s intelligent
management of the site.
“We think that property has been managed as well as any property in California — better than any property that we’re
aware of elsewhere — and it’s our intention to practice the same forestry that’s
been practiced there,” he said.
Reaction to the sale has been mixed,
however, with some expressing disappointment the land will remain in the hands of
a commercial timber company rather than

Gualala Redwoods
property
MENDOCINO N
COUNTY

Gualala
Preservation
Ranch

Annapolis
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Beach fee deadlock
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A divided Coastal Commission must now decide whether State Parks
can expand day-use charges over Sonoma County’s objections

SONOMA
COUNTY

Microsoft
battles
Google in
Europe
Former antitrust target
now promoting grievances
against Internet giant
By DANNY HAKIM
N EW YO R K T I M ES

BRUSSELS — Not long ago,
Microsoft was the scourge of
European antitrust regulators.
It was fined not once, not
twice, not thrice but four times.
Finally, after Microsoft paid
more than $3 billion, Europe left
it alone.
Now, Google is firmly in Europe’s cross hairs: Antitrust
regulators on Wednesday formally accused the company of
abusing its dominance. And Microsoft is relishing a second act
in Brussels, playing the role of
scold instead of victim.
Microsoft has kept its coffers
full for the fight, spending more
on lobbying here than any European company. And Microsoft
has founded or funded a cottage
industry of splinter groups. The
most prominent, the Initiative
for a Competitive Online Marketplace, or ICOMP, has waged
Photos by JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat
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Students from Heron School in Sacramento explore tide pools at Shell Beach south of Jenner on Wednesday afternoon. The California
Coastal Commission will decide whether to impose a day-use fee on more than a dozen coastal beaches including Shell Beach.
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS D E MO C RAT

A

divided California Coastal
Commission will settle
a dispute between State
Parks and Sonoma County over
whether to dramatically expand
the number of beaches on the
Sonoma coast where day-use fees
are charged.
The panel was deadlocked, 6-6,
at the end of a three-hour hearing
Wednesday in San Rafael called
to consider an appeal by State
Parks after the county denied its
bid to install self-pay stations at 14
beaches along 35 miles of coastline.
State law requires the commission to address an appeal unless
a majority of commissioners vote
to deny it. That means by the
slimmest of margins, the 12-member board charged with managing
California’s world-class coastline
now takes control of the issue.
County officials argued the
action could set new precedent for
the commission intervening in a
local government’s management

of coastline that falls within local
jurisdiction. State parks officials
argued the opposite, saying the
precedent would be restrictions on
the agency raising money to sustain parks in Sonoma County and
across the entire parks system.
One thing is certain: Wednesday’s action sets the stage for another contentious hearing before
the commission, at a date yet-to-be
determined.
Sonoma County Supervisor
Efren Carrillo, who presented the
county’s case Wednesday, said
after the hearing that he was disappointed by the outcome.
“I think the commission sent
the wrong message to local governments that have certified Local
Coastal Plans,” he said.
The hearing to decide the
matter could be months away,
given the commission’s meeting
schedule and time needed for
State Parks to submit information
and data on the fee proposal requested by commission staff. That
includes baseline data on how
many visitors use the beaches in

Roadkill study
finds Bay Area
‘ring of death’
By ELLEN KNICKMEYER
A S S O CI AT ED P R ES S

Cars more than fill the parking lot at Shell Beach on
Wednesday afternoon.

STATE PARKS PROPOSAL
■ State Parks seeks to charge visitors $8 for an entire day or “up to
$3” an hour at the beach locations. Visitors would be allowed to park
for free for 15 minutes.
■ The fees would be implemented on a sliding scale adjusted by a
number of factors. Peak days under the proposal could be any day
from March 1 to Nov. 31, seven major holidays or any day where the
temperature reaches 68 degrees or above.
■ The fees would apply to sites stretching from Bodega Head in the
south to Stump Beach in Salt Point State Park in the north. Popular
spots on the list include Goat Rock, Shell Beach and Salmon Creek.
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SAN FRANCISCO — Busy
freeways running alongside
park land and marshes make
San Francisco Bay Area roads
a “ring of death” for wildlife, according to a new statewide roadkill report that tracks the deadliest traffic spots for wildlife.
Fraser Shilling, co-director of
the Road Ecology Center at the
UC Davis, used 29,000 volunteer
reports of wildlife roadkill over
five years to map the most lethal
areas for the state’s 680 native
species of bobcats, barn owls,
frogs and other vertebrates.
The idea is to identify stretches that need immediate action to
try to protect wildlife — and to
make clear the overall toll that
California’s car culture is takTURN TO ROADKILL, PAGE A7
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VACCINATION BILL STALLS IN STATE SENATE:

Supporters plan revisions to address fears that
children may be denied adequate education / A3
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