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In a shift, deportees find ‘open arms’

MEXICO CITY — Mexico’s 
president dashed to the airport 
to greet a planeload of  deportees. 
The education minister rushed 
to the Texas border to meet Mex-
icans being kicked out of  the 
United States. Mexico City’s labor 

secretary is urging companies to 
hire migrants who abruptly find 
themselves sent back home.

“Unlike what’s happening in 
the United States, this is your 
home,” the labor secretary, Ama-
lia García, told deportees in the 
audience at a recent event for the 
city’s jobs programs.

For years, as the Obama ad-

ministration sent 
back thousands 
of  Mexicans each 
week — more 
than 2 million 
altogether — 
Mexico’s estab-
lishment barely 
reacted. All but invisible, the de-
portees were left to cope on their 
own with divided families, uncer-
tain job prospects and the poverty 
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Rene Álvarez and his wife, Rutila Pineda Mateo, with their daughters, 
from left, Sabina, 12, Ximena, 14, and Yetla, 17, watch kids hit a piñata 
at a cousin’s birthday party in Mexico City on April 9.

By ELISABETH MALKIN
NEW YORK TIMES
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For some, task 
of becoming 
an American is 
more daunting 
than ever / B1

MEXICO » Though many were sent home during Obama’s 
term, Trump’s rhetoric fuels politicians’ welcoming tone

WASHINGTON — More 
Americans disapprove than 
approve of  President Donald 
Trump’s job performance. His 
White House is frequently in 
turmoil. Fellow Republicans 
control Congress, but no signa-
ture legislation has passed. And 
in ruby-red Kansas last week, 
the Republican candidate in a 
special election got a scare from 
a turbocharged Democratic 
base, winning a House seat by 
a far slimmer margin than ex-
pected.

For a Re-
publican Par-
ty starting 
to strategize 
ahead of  next 
year’s midterm 
elections, the 
turbulent environment as the 
Trump presidency nears its 
100th-day mark could be a cause 
for concern or even alarm.

Yet party leaders and strate-
gists are preaching patience, not 
panic.

These Republicans — who 
acknowledge that their politi-
cal brand will be shaped by the  
45th president as long as he 
holds office — say their polit-
ical fortunes will be told over 
the next year and a half  in 
the answers to two overriding 
questions: Does Trump project 
strength? And does he achieve 
progress that amounts to more 
jobs and higher wages?

“What matters is a record of  
accomplishment,” said Frank 
Luntz, a Republican pollster 
who has been conducting focus 
groups of  Trump supporters. 
“People can disagree over the 
details or the significance of  the 
change, but if  you have a record 
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President Donald Trump waves on 
Thursday as he boards Air Force One. 

EARLY STUMBLES

By PHILIP RUCKER  
AND ROBERT COSTA
WASHINGTON POST

GOP 
leaders 
urging 
patience 
Republicans try to fend 
off worry as presidency 
nears 100th-day mark

INSIDE
Hundreds turn 
out in Santa 
Rosa, demanding 
Trump’s tax 
returns / A4
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE: Catholic Charities’ Jennielynn Holmes, director of shelter and housing, greets Russ Butler and his baby, Jazzmine Butler, on Wednesday at the 
drop-in center in Santa Rosa.  Holmes was instrumental in getting Butler and his partner a room at the Catholic Charities Homeless Services Center in Santa Rosa. 

A devoted, empathetic 
voice for the homeless

Advocate a tireless champion offering hope, aid to county’s most vulnerable

In the beginning, helping the homeless 
was a meaningful way for Jennielynn 
Holmes to earn a few dollars on her 

way to putting herself  through law school.
Then she met a little girl named Han-

nah, who showed her how a stable home 
and hope can transform a life. It reset the 
course of  Holmes’ own life.

Hannah, 7, had been deserted by her 
mother and was newly 
homeless when she and 
two older siblings first 
came with their grand-
ma to seek help from 
Catholic Charities of  the 
Santa Rosa Diocese, where 
Holmes had begun work-
ing months earlier in 2009.

With her world in a 
backpack, Hannah was a portrait of  
heartbreak: scared and confused, unable 
to look other people in the eye. She’d been 
out of  school for an extended period and 
appeared, Holmes recalled, deeply lonely 
and profoundly afraid.

“She was dealing with the feelings 
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SELFIE STOP: Jennielynn Holmes takes a selfie with Roy during an Easter celebration on Tuesday at the Palms 
Inn in Santa Rosa. The Palms Inn houses the homeless and came to fruition, in large part, because of Holmes.  

ONLINE
To see a video 
profile of  Jen-
nielynn Homes 
discussing her 
mission, visit 
pressdemocrat.
com.
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