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New Russia sanctions teed up
RESPONSE TO SYRIA CHEMICAL ATTACK » Trump
plans to punish companies that have enabled Assad
By PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON
—
The
Trump administration plans to
impose new sanctions against
Russia today to punish it for enabling the Syrian government’s
use of chemical weapons in its

civil war, the latest in a series
of actions by both sides underscoring the deterioration in
relations between Moscow and
the West.
The sanctions, coming shortly
after U.S.-led airstrikes against
facilities linked to Syria’s chemical weapons, are meant to sig-

nal that the United States holds
responsible not just the government of President Bashar Assad
but also his patrons in Russia
and Iran. President Donald
Trump has vowed that Syria’s
allies will pay a “big price” for
facilitating the suspected use of
poison gas.
But it remained unclear how
far Trump would go in trying to shape events in Syria,
which has been racked by civil

war for seven years. President
Emmanuel Macron of France,
who along with Prime Minister
Theresa May of Britain joined
in the strike on Syrian targets,
said Sunday night that he had
persuaded Trump to keep a
small U.S. ground force in Syria despite the president’s public
declaration that he wanted to
get out.
“We convinced him it was necessary to stay,” Macron said in a

televised interview with French
journalists. “I assure you, we
have convinced him that it is
necessary to stay for the long
term.”
U.S. officials, however, disputed that, saying that Macron
misinterpreted the conversation. About 2,000 U.S. troops
are in Syria to fight the Islamic
State, sometimes called ISIS,
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Health district attempts
to move beyond losses

James Comey

Comey
labels
Trump
‘unfit’
Ex-FBI director says
voters, not Congress
should oust president
By MATT ZAPOTOSKY
AND DEVLIN BARRETT
WASHINGTON POST
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Surgeon Dr. David Kitts, scrub technician Jimmy May and nurse Deanna Rickard perform and assist in a surgery Friday at Sonoma West Medical
Center in Sebastopol.
pital and supports it financially.
Even as critics of the district and hospital raise red flags about the hospital’s
financial viability, citing persistent debt
and potential legal liabilities surrounding
a lucrative but now-defunct drug testing
program, Colthurst remains optimistic
about the hospital’s future.
“We’re treating patients, our emergency
room, our surgery department are open,”
Colthurst said. “We’re OK right now.
We’re looking at the next steps to increase
revenue through extra lines of work.”
But for some hospital observers and
critics, the controversy surrounding the
hospital toxicology program demonstrates
poor leadership on the part of both the

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

D

ennis Colthurst walks through the
spotless corridors of Sonoma West
Medical Center, greeting physicians, nurses and medical technicians in
the small Sebastopol hospital’s emergency
department, operating room, laboratory,
inpatient and intensive care units.
On Friday, there were patients walking
in and out of the hospital and receiving
care in the various units. But there need
to be a lot more to bring in much-needed revenue, said Colthurst, president of
the board of directors of the Palm Drive
Health Care District, which owns the hos-

hospital and district, and the best solution
may be to sell it.
Hospital district board member Jim
Horn started raising questions about the
toxicology program in June, and said last
week the hospital is sure to have significant monthly losses now that the hospital’s toxicology partnership with Durall is
dead.
He has begun pushing the board to
consider cutting its management services
and staffing agreement with Sonoma West
Medical Center and selling or leasing the
hospital. Horn said doing so would remove
“IRS defects” in the district’s current

Former FBI Director James
Comey said in his first televised
interview since being fired that
he believed Donald Trump was
“morally unfit to be president,”
and that it was “possible” that
the Russians had material that
could be used to blackmail him.
In a wide-ranging conversation with George Stephanopoulos broadcast on ABC late Sunday, Comey took aim at Trump
in no uncertain terms, comparing his administration to a mafia family, likening his presidency to a forest fire and asserting
there was evidence that he had
committed a crime.
He said, curiously, that he
would not favor impeaching
Trump to remove him from office, because that “would let the
American people off the hook
and have something happen
indirectly that I believe they’re
duty-bound to do directly” —
meaning through elections.
But he made clear his view of
whether Trump was fit to hold
the position.
“This president does not reflect the values of this country,”
Comey said.
The interview aired just days
before Comey is set to release
a new book and embark on a
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Former first lady Bush gravely ill
At 92, wife and mother of
presidents seeks comfort care
By PETER BAKER
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Barbara Bush,
the seriously ill wife and mother of
presidents who has long been among
the most popular members of her famous family, has decided to stop seeking medical treatment to prolong her
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life, a spokesman said Sunday.
Bush, who is 92 and frail, has been
in and out of the hospital but has now
forsworn further interventions and
“will instead focus on comfort care,”
according to a statement issued by her
husband’s office in Houston.
“It will not surprise those who
know her that Barbara Bush has been
a rock in the face of her failing health,
worrying not for herself — thanks to
her abiding faith — but for others,”
the statement said. “She is surround-
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ed by a family she adores, and appreciates the many kind messages and especially the prayers she is receiving.”
Bush was resting at the family
home in Houston. Her husband, former President George H. W. Bush,
was with her, along with her children
Neil, Marvin and Dorothy. Her two
eldest sons, former President George
W. Bush and former Gov. Jeb Bush of
Florida, have both been to visit in reTURN TO BUSH» PAGE A6

IT’S RAINING TRILLIONS OF VIRUSES:

Scientists say microbes are key to many
of the earth’s natural processes / A5

F. BUKATY / ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

Former first lady Barbara Bush visits the Barbara
Bush Children’s Hospital at Maine Medical Center in
Portland, Maine, in 2013.
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