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Turkey’s leader expands power
Vote cements Erdogan’s grip
on government, dimming
outlook for EU membership

cement a system of authoritarian
rule within one of the critical power
brokers of the Middle East.
With nearly 99 percent of votes in
a referendum counted on Sunday
night, supporters of the proposal
had 51.3 percent of votes cast, and
opponents had 48.7 percent, the
country’s electoral commission announced.
The result will take days to confirm, and the main opposition party
said it would demand a recount of

By PATRICK KINGSLEY
NEW YORK TIMES

ISTANBUL — A slim majority of
Turkish voters agreed on Sunday to
grant sweeping powers to their president in a watershed moment that
the country’s opposition fears may

ANALYSIS

about 37 percent of ballot boxes, containing around 2.5 million votes.
But on Sunday night the result
was already a political reality, as
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
hailed his victory in front of a crowd
of supporters in Istanbul. “We are
enacting the most important governmental reform of our history,” he
said.
The constitutional change will allow the winner of the 2019 presidential election to assume full control of

the government, ending the current
parliamentary political system.
The ramifications, however, are
immediate. The “yes” vote in the
referendum is a validation of the
current leadership style of Erdogan,
who has been acting as a de facto
head of government since his election in 2014 despite having no constitutional right to wield such power.
The office of Turkey’s president was

Recep Tayyip
Erdogan
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CLIMATE CHANGE » Sonoma County could see a 3- to 6-foot rise in sea
levels by the turn of the century, a new state-commissioned report says

In Korea
faceoff,
echoes
of 1962
Nuclear confrontation
like a ‘Cuban Missile
Crisis in slow motion’
By DAVID E. SANGER
AND WILLIAM J. BROAD
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — All the
elements of the North Korean
nuclear crisis — the relentless
drive by Kim Jong Un to assemble an arsenal, the propaganda
and deception swirling around
his progress, the hints of a covert war by the United States
to undermine the effort, rather
than be forced
into open confrontation
—
were on vivid
display
this
weekend.
There
was
the parade in
P yo n g ya n g ’ s
main square,
Kim Jong
with wave afUn
ter wave of
missiles atop mobile launchers,
intended to convey a sense that
Kim’s program is unstoppable.
Then came another embarrassing setback, a missile test
that failed seconds after liftoff,
the same pattern seen in a surprising number of launches
since President Barack Obama
ordered stepped-up cyber- and
electronic-warfare attacks in
early 2014.
Finally, there was the test that
did not happen, at least yet — a
sixth nuclear explosion. It is
primed and ready to go, satellite
images show.
What is playing out, said
Robert Litwak of the Woodrow
Wilson International Center for
Scholars, who tracks this potentially deadly interplay, is “the
Cuban missile crisis in slow motion.”
But the slow-motion part
appears to be speeding up, as
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COMMUNITY AT RISK: Suki Waters, owner of WaterTreks EcoTours, works with customers at her shop in Jenner on Saturday. Jenner is one of the locations in Sonoma
County most vulnerable to sea level rise. A new report suggests a 6-foot rise in sea level possible by the year 2100 would cover parts of Highway 1.

Sea rise imperils coast
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Global warming likely will drive
the sea level in Sonoma County up
as much as 3 feet and potentially
more than twice that high by 2100,
according to a state-commissioned
report released last week.
The report, authored by a team
of seven scientists from California
to Massachusetts, also said in the
most extreme scenario — rapid
melting of the Antarctic ice sheet
— the sea level rise throughout
the Bay Area, including Sonoma
County, could run as high as
10 feet.
That rate of sea level rise would
be 30 to 40 times faster than the

pace over the past century, the
71-page report said.
Consequences are already
evident, local officials said, with
winter storms and exceptionally
high tides causing flooding on
Highway 37 along the edge of San
Pablo Bay and in Duncans Mills
on the Russian River, closing
Highway 101 ramps in Marin
County and splashing water onto
San Francisco’s Embarcadero.
King tides, caused by the relative positions of the Earth, sun
and moon, mimic sea level rise,
backing up the Petaluma River
“all the way to Dempsey’s Restaurant” in downtown Petaluma, said
Sandy Potter, a Sonoma County
planning manager.

The tides also back up the
Russian River, causing flooding at
Duncans Mills, about 4 miles from
the ocean, she said.
Low-lying San Francisco International Airport is also vulnerable, and on a global scale
150 million people live within
3 feet of high tide, said Gary
Griggs, chairman of the science
team and a professor of Earth
sciences at UC Santa Cruz.
The report, “Rising Seas in
California,” was requested by
the California Ocean Protection
Council and the California Natural Resources Agency in collaboration with the governor’s office

KEY FACTS
■ 150 million people
worldwide live within
3 feet of high tide
■ Sea levels have
been rising 1.3 inches
per decade since 1993
■ If present
conditions stay the
same, the ocean near
Sonoma County will
rise 3.4 feet by 2100
■ The melting of the
Antarctic ice pack
would cause sea levels
to rise 187 feet.
Source: California Ocean
Protection Council
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South America seething with protests
PUBLIC FRUSTRATION » Governments across continent are
targets of unrest; outcry over corruption a common cause
By NICK MIROFF
WASHINGTON POST

QUITO, Ecuador — Nearly every
nation in South America has been jolted by large protests or violent clashes
in recent weeks, a continental surge
of antigovernment anger unlike anything in years.
On the streets of Venezuela, oppo-
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nents of the left-wing government are
squaring off against riot police nearly
every day. In Paraguay, angry crowds
sacked and firebombed the country’s
parliament building after lawmakers tried to alter presidential term
limits. Powerful unions in Argentina
crippled the country’s transportation
networks this month with a general
strike.
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Whether leftist or right-wing, the
governments of Brazil, Colombia,
Chile, Ecuador and even tiny French
Guiana are all facing major demonstrations, abysmal approval ratings or
both.
The political dynamics vary across
the continent, but analysts see common threads. The global commodity
boom that ushered millions of South
Americans into the middle class has
burned out, crimping government fiTURN TO SOUTH AMERICA » PAGE A2

MANHUNT IN CLEVELAND: Police seeking
suspect who killed victim and uploaded video
of slaying to Facebook / A5
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PROTESTS IN VENEZUELA: Demonstrators stand in a cloud
of tear gas launched by the national guard during an
anti-government protest in Caracas on Thursday.
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