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SEEKING A SOLUTION: Lake County Supervisor Jim Steele stands in Lakeport’s Library Park on Clear Lake with Mount Konocti in the background. Steele is among 
backers of a bill that would help restore Clear Lake, which has had issues with algae, mercury contamination and non-native mussels.

Protecting Clear Lake
Lake, Mendocino, Napa among 13 counties that could benefit 
from proposed conservancy that has cleared its first hurdle Panel: 

Drop 
growth 
cap

Healdsburg is likely to create 
more affordable housing if  it re-
peals a voter-approved growth 
management ordinance that 
restricts the number of  new 
homes to an average of  30 per 
year, according to a city com-
mittee that has been studying 
the issue.

Tonight, the City Council will 
weigh whether 
to put a mea-
sure on the 
November bal-
lot asking vot-
ers to remove 
the 16-year-old 
growth cap that many see as an 
impediment to creating apart-
ments and less-expensive hous-
ing, but others see as necessary 
to prevent runaway growth.

“We’re not proposing ram-
pant growth,” Mayor Tom 
Chambers said of  his bold pro-
posal — which was supported by 
the housing committee — to do 
away with the growth cap.

“The whole driver to this is 
not more development, but a 
way to address what every city 
in Sonoma County and probably 
California is wrestling with — 
what do we do to provide some 
affordable housing?” he said.

The recommendation also 
calls for doubling the amount of  
low- to moderate-income units 
developers would be required 
to include as part of  any mar-
ket-rate housing project — from 
the current 15 percent of  units 
to 30 percent.

Public officials and environmentalists in Lake 
County are hopeful a proposal working its 
way through the state Legislature could 

bring much-needed money to fund efforts to clean 
up Clear Lake and restore surrounding wetlands.

Senate Bill 1396, authored by state Senator 
Lois Wolk, D-Davis, and Assemblyman Bill Dodd, 
D-Napa, would establish a new state conservancy 
stretching from Solano County to the Oregon 
border. It would expand protections and enhance 
restoration of  natural resources within all or 
parts of  13 counties, including Lake, Mendocino 
and Napa.

The bill was approved 6-2 last week by the Sen-

ate Committee on National Resources and Water.
Backers of  the bill in resource-rich but cash-

poor Lake County are hoping the conservancy 
will materialize, opening up new funding for 
efforts to improve the water quality of  Clear Lake, 
the county’s primary tourism draw and economic 
engine. The lake — California’s second largest 
after Tahoe — suffers from algae overgrowth and 
mercury contamination and is in danger of  being 
invaded by destructive non-native mussels.

“We have not been able to funnel money in 
to take care of  (Clear Lake) properly. It’s a very 
important natural resource,” said Lake County 
Supervisor Jim Steele, a retired Fish and Game 
biologist.

Relief flows after 7.8 Ecuador quake

PEDERNALES, Ecuador — 
Aid began to flow in Sunday to 
areas devastated by Ecuador’s 
strongest earthquake in de-
cades, and the death toll contin-
ued to rise as people left home-

less hunkered down for another 
night outside in the dark.

Officials said the quake killed 
at least 246 people and injured 
more than 2,500 along Ecuador’s 
coast. Vice President Jorge Glas 
said the toll was likely to rise 
because a large number of  peo-
ple remained unaccounted for, 
though he declined to say how 
many.

Much damage was reported 
in the cities of  Manta, Portovie-
jo and Guayaquil, which are 
all several hundred miles from 
the epicenter of  the quake that 

struck shortly after nightfall 
Saturday.

But the loss of  life seemed to 
be far worse in isolated, smaller 
towns close to the center of  the 
earthquake.

In Pedernales, a town of  
40,000 near the epicenter, sol-
diers put up a field hospital in a 
stadium where hundreds of  peo-
ple prepared to sleep outside for 
a second straight night. Downed 
power cables snaked across 
the streets with no prospect of  
electricity being restored soon, 
making it unsafe for many to re-

turn to their homes.
The town’s mayor said looting 

broke out Saturday night amid 
the chaos but with the arrival 
of  14,000 police and soldiers to 
towns in the quake zone, the 
situation appeared more under 
control.

President Rafael Correa, who 
cut short a trip to Rome to over-
see relief  efforts, declared a na-
tional emergency and urged Ec-
uadoreans to stay strong.

“Everything can be rebuilt, 
but what can’t be rebuilt are hu-
man lives, and that’s the most 

painful,” he said in a telephone 
call to state TV before departing 
for Manta, where he arrived just 
before nightfall to be briefed by 
aides.

More than 3,000 packages of  
food and nearly 8,000 sleeping 
kits were being delivered Sun-
day. Ecuador’s ally, Venezue-
la, and neighboring Colombia, 
where the quake was also felt, 
organized airlifts of  humanitar-
ian aid. The European Union, 
Spain, Peru and Mexico also 
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Court weighs Obama immigration plan
WASHINGTON — The raging 

political fight over immigration 
comes to the Supreme Court to-
day in a dispute that could affect 
millions of  people who are in 
the United States illegally.

The court is weighing the fate 
of  Obama administration pro-
grams that could shield roughly 
4 million people from deporta-
tion and grant them the legal 
right to hold a job.

Among them is Teresa Gar-
cia of  suburban Seattle, who 
has spent 14 years in the United 
States illegally after staying be-
yond the expiration of  her tour-
ist visa in 2002.

She already has gotten much 
of  what she wanted when she 
chose not to return to her na-
tive Mexico. Her two sons are 
benefiting from an earlier effort 
that applies to people who were 
brought here illegally as chil-

Teresa Garcia, 
right, walks 
with her 
daughter,  
Alondra  
Miranda, 11, 
as they leave 
their apart-
ment for school 
in Federal Way, 
Wash.
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AT A GLANCE
 ■ Bill approved by 

Senate committee 
last week would 
establish a new 
state conservancy 
stretching from 
Solano County to 
the Oregon border.

 ■As proposed, the 
conservancy would 
encompass 9.5 mil-
lion acres of public 
and private land.

 ■ Clear Lake, which 
has long struggled 
with water quality 
issues, is among nat-
ural resources that 
could benefit from a 
funding boost.

“It could be a tremendous boost to this whole region.”
VICTORIA BRANDON, chairwoman of the Sierra Club’s Redwood Chapter
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